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« Le blame qui ne paffe point les termes de l’equité, decille 
les yeux de l’Homme que l’amour propre lui avoit fermé, et lui 
fuiffant voir en quoi il: br de la fin qu’il s’etoit peopenter 
ou des moyens qu’il a4 di employer pour y parvenir, le fait reve. 
rir de fes Egatemens, lui redonne le courage, et le remet en état 
de réuflir.’” : Baticet, Tom, 1. p. 30. 


Stas 


Ant. 1. The prefent State of Turkey, or a Defeription of the 
Political, Civil, and Religious Conftitution, Government and 
Laws, of the Ottoman Empire; the Finances, Military and 
Naval Eftablifoments ; the State of Learning, and of the libe- 
ral and mechanical Arts; the Manners and domeftic Economy 
7. the Turks, and other Subjects of the Grand Signor, &c. &e. 

ogether with she Prats , Political, and Crvil State of 
the Principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia. From Obfer- 
vations madé, during a Refidence of Fifteen Years in Conflan- 
tinople and the Turkifo Provinces, by Thomas Thornton, Efq. 
4to. 468 pp. Price H. 1s. Mawman. 1807. 


HILE fome writers deferibe the modern Turks as a 

‘¥ people degenerate, and widely different from that va- 
liant race. of warriots who planted an Afiatic nation of 
Muffulmans in one of the faireit territories of Chriftendom ; 
and while others affirm, that they are the fame in habits and 
opinions, and capable of as great exertions as their anceftors, 
wanting only proper chiefs; the remarks of fo refpettable 
afd well-informed an author as Mr. Thornton muft be pe 
hes ee wie A culiarly 
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culiarly acceptable at this moment, when the Ottoman Em. 
pire in Europe appeays furrounded with dangers, and totter. 
ing on the verge of diffolution: prefenting a melancholy 
contraft to its former fplendid and triumphant ftate, which 
(two hundred years ago) induced that excelient hiftorian, 
Knolls, to exclaim : 


*« If you confider its beginning, progrefs, and uninterrupted 
fuceefs, there is nothing in the world more admirable and ftrange ; 
if the greatnefs and luftre thereof, nothing more magnificent 
tnd glorious; if the power and ftrength thereof, nothing more 
dreadful or dangerous: which, wondering at nothing but the 
beauty of itfelf, and drunk with the pleafant wine of perpetual 
felicity, holdeth all the reft of the world in fcorn.’’ 


A refidence of more than fifteen years at Conftantinople, 
and at Odefla, on the Black Sea, frequent excurfions to the 
Turkifh provinces on the Afiatic Coaft, and the iflands of 
the Archipelago, a knowledge of the Janguage, and a fami- 
har acquaintance with the foreign minifters and_their inter- 
preters at the Porte, muft have furnifhed Mr. T. with fuch 
opportunities for original obfervation, as rarely fall to the 
lot of travellers who vifit the Levant: and that he has not 
fuffered many of thofe opportunities to efcape hum, we are , 
inclined to believe, as the volume before us contains a body 
of information that feems the refult of diligent refearch, and 
befpeaks its author to be perteéily converiant aot only with, 
his immediate fubjeét, but with mankind in general. It 
proves alfo, thet he relied not altogether on his own pesfonal 
inquiries, but examined with minute, and indeed critical 
attention fuch works of preceding writers as could yield in- 
ftruétion or fuggeft remark. On fome of thofe produétions 
he has bellowed due praife—of many, he expofles.and cor- 


refts the exrois, and reprobates the wilful mis-ftatements 
ot fatts. 


“« ] have not fought controverfy,”’ (fays Mr. Thornton, pre- 
face, p. xii.) “ bue I felt it my duty not to avoid it; and 
fhall acknowledge the at ae of reproof only when it is de- 
monitrated that any remark could be omitted without injury to 
truth. My perfonal acquaintance with. feveral of the modern 
trayellers has neither feduced me into undeferved praife, nof pro- 
voked me into bitternefs.’’ 


This work is divided into nine chapters; the firft of which 
exhibits a — view of the manners, arts, and government 
of the Turks. Their natural charafter feems to be compofed 


of contradi€tory qualities; of bravery and pufillanimity, 


aftivity 
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aftivity and indolence, ferocity and kindnefs; they indulge 
the groffeft fenfuality after afis of the moft auftere devotion ; 
affedting at one time the fevereft morality, and at other times 
difgufting by the coarfeft obfcenity. The great among them 
are by turns arrogant and haughty, liberal and fordid ; but 
thofe qualities feem to predominate which leaft deferve our 
approbation. However deficient they may be in thofe 
branches of knowledge which give to the Chriftian powers of 
Europe fuch a vaft fuperiority, yet Mr. Thornton allows 
that the Turks entertain clear and juft ideas of whatfoever . 
falls within the narrow compafs of their obfervation. He 
compares their condué after vi€torious warfare with that 
of the Arabs on fimilar occafions ; the Turks, during thort 
intervals of peace, always funk into effeminacy, and again 
ruthed into battle with ferocious alacrity; while the Arabs, 
after extending their conquefts into Spain and the weftern 
limits of Africa, cultivated literature with fuccefs, and pre- 
ferved thofe fciences, which, in Chriftian Europe, had been 
negleéted and forgotten. The Turks, it would appear, con- 
fidered arms as the only honourable means of fubfiftence ; 
agriculture, and the more elegant arts, were left by them to 
flaves and cowards. 


‘¢ But the Arabs,’’ fays this author, ‘* long before the age of 
Mahomet, were a polifhed and learned nation: and the attention 
which they paid to f{cience, when they refted from their con- 
quefts, was merely the refumption of their ancient habits. The 
inter-marriages between the Moors and the Chriftian women, 
which, it is faid, Almanzor encouraged in Spain, have with 
much gallantry and ingenuity been held out as the caufe of that 
tafte for literature which dittinguifhed the Arabs of the eighth 
century ; but I much doubt whether it be not more juft to attri. 
bute the invention of algebra, and the improvement of medicine, 
rather to the refined tafte of the Court of Haroun al Rafchid, - 
and the encouragement which learning received from the Caliphs 
of Bagdad, than to the connubial happinefs which the Spani 
ladies’conferred on their unchriftian trv The Turks in- 
deed cannot be accufed of having neglected thefe extraordinary 
aids of fcienec: for, after the fiege of Nicwa, when the Grecian 
ladies, in the prefence of Sultan Orchan, bewailed the lofs of theiz 
hufbands, the generous conqueror appointed honourable fucceffors 
from among the officers of his court and army ; and the grateful 
widows fpread the fame of his humanity over the idghhonsiog 
tegions,’’ P, 7. 


The early Sultans, although wars and conquefts were their 
chief oceupation, did not, however, totally negleét the cul- 
tivation of literature, Ip the year of our era 1336, Orchan 
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founded an academy at Brufa, the celebrity of which attraft. 
ed difciples even from Perfia and Arabia. Mahomet the 
Second, who overthrew the Roman Empire by, the taking 
ef Confiantinople, was renowned among the Afiatics for 
his learning, his knowledge of languages, and his piety ; al- 
though reprefented by Chriftian authors as a fangeinary and 
impious moniter. Here (pp. 11 and 12) the jarring tefti- 
monies of various travellers refpeéting objeéis. which each 
muft have feen, and difcordant paflages in the works of 
other writers, induce Mr. Thornton to fufpeé the validity 
of many accufations againit the Turkifh conqueror. 

The works of Plato, and the philofephy of Ariftotle, are 
known to the Turks cither in their own tongue or in Ara- 
bic; and they have innumerable treatifes on Chemifiry and © 
Alchemy, Aftronomy and Aftrology. Their poetry, after 
the Perfian and Arabian model, has its beauties, and is not 
without defeéts: On this fubjeét the prefent author employs 
but four or five lines, (p. 14) yet the tet of Oriental lite. 
rature may perhaps wih that he had filled as many pages with 
fpecimens of the Turkifh Ghaze/, or fonnet from the Divans 
of Fazoult, Bauki, Naati, Shahedi, Aumeedi, Wefai, and other 
lyric poets, who have fuccefsfully imitated the Perfian Odes 
of a the Eaftern Anacreon. 

Following the Afiatic hiflorians, Mr. T. (in the fecond 
chapter) traces the Ottomans to Turc, the, eldeft fon of 
Japhet, and founder of the Tartaf&ace, known to the Greeks 
under the general name of Scythians. The Turkith power, 
which, two centuries.ago, was extended over the Grecian 
and Saraceni¢ Empires, and even reached as far as Hungary 
and Perfia, was the fubjeét of ferious alarm to the nations of 
Chriftendom, as appears from many paflages in the works of 
Bufbequius, Camemir, Sandys, and other writers, quoted 
in. pp. 57 and 58. The plans of conqueft which the Sultans 
meditated, were of the moft comprehenfive nature, and 
formed on the grandeft fcale; yet, although Mahomet the 
Second employed artillery with fuccefs at the fiege of Con- 
ftantinople, the invention of gunpowder is confidered by 
Mr. Thornton as one of the chief obftacles to the extenfion 
of Turkith power, and the caufe of its decline: for the 
Turks, adhering with incurable obftinacy to the ancient 
modes of warfarc, and the habits of their anceftors, regarded 
the new fyfiem of taétics as a reftraint on the exertions of 
individieal Areogth and courage; and they defpifed a manner 
of fighting which placed the timorous and the weak on a 
level withithe brave and the ftrong. 


_ Since 
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Since the publication of the work before us, Sultan Selim 
us been dragged from the —- throne; and his depo- 
fition is-attributed by many to the difgut which his fubjeéts 
felt, on his endeavouring to introduce the military difeiplitie 
of the French or Englifh. This attachment to the ‘o 
fyftem, (the ruinuous 3 of which are daily experienced) 
renders the moft numerous armies of the Turks a diforderly 
rabble; and feems to juflily the pretended prophecies lon; 
current amongft them, ‘* shat the fens of yellowne/s (by whic 
expreflion they underftand the Ruffians) are so take Conflan- 
tinople,”’ It 18 now pimrerg above an hundred years 
fince Spon, in the account of his travels, Obferved, that, 
* of all the princes of Chriftendom there was none whom 
the Turks fo much feared as the Czar of Mufcovy.”.. But 
the faft is, according to Mr, Thornten,, that, ever fince the 
vi€tories obtained over them by the cn, Leopold, «a 
flrong perfuafton has gxifled amongft the Turks, that: they 
hold their European territories by a very precarious 
tenure. nis ; 

The diffolution (or difmemberment) of the Ottoman Ems 
pire, is an event equally important, ‘a8 it is probable. “On 
this interefting fubjeé iwe thal! prefent‘our readers with the 
fentiments of Mr. T. ina mn whith concludes his fe- 
cond chapter, 


© As the Ottorhah Porte has long finee abandoned all fchemes 
of ambition, and trelipibufly obferves its treaties with the neigh« 
bouring ftates, the éxpulfion of the Turks from Europe muft'be 
founded only on fomé ofthe following vitenfible reafons: cither 
becaufe: they are not Chriftians; or beeatfe’ their title sto the 
dominion of their vaft empire, though acknowledged by every 
poteytate in the world, maft now bé fubmitted to txamimation, 
as to its juftice ; of becaufé their government is defpotic; and a 
great proportion of their fabjetts are deprived of the exercife and 
enjoyment of civil liberty, on account of ‘their diffenting from 
the eftablified, ptedominant religion®. Upon the faihe prifi- 
ciples may the ‘invafidn of a regenerating army be juftified in any 
3 : L fay F sii 


atin — — = ek - <> 


* Butbequius indeed gives another reafon, : which, .whether, it 
be fo openly, avowed.or not, will. be the chief anducement for 
carrying into execution {the vaft and generous, dan ok cons 
queting Turkey. . ‘ Sed fi nec laudis) nec. honefti..pulchrituda 
animos torpentes inflammavit, cerré utilicas, cujus_hodie. prima 
ratio ducitur, movere potuit, ut loca tam praclara, tantifque com. 
moditatibus et opportunitatibus plena, L arbarkl erepta a wobis 
potins quam ab aliis. vellemus pofideri’’ {Byih. 1s p43). 
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other country, wherein the reins of government are as: loofely 
held, and as unfkilfully managed, as in Turkey. 1.do not indeed 
believe, that any European power would publith a manifefto 
unded on fuch puerile arguments. If the invafion of Turkey 

To clspiaied: the ratio ultima regum will filence argument, and 
enforce conviétion on thofe who cannot immediately comprehend 
that the conqueror is aGting for their benefit.. Befides, if the 
Turkith title to dominion in Europe be ill-founded, 1 do not fee 
how the cafe is altered by the interpofition of the Bofphorus and 
the Hellefpont. Afia Minor formed no lefs than Thrace a’ part 
of the Roman Empire, fubjeéted to Rome by unprovoked inva. 
fion, by forced, or forged, conceffion ; and all the arts which the’ 
moft civilized nations refort to in practice for the extenfion of 
territory. The reafoning againft the Turkifh power applies no 
lefs to Afia than to Europe. And muft we recur to mouldy’ 
records to afcertain in what corner of the world the Turks are’ 
to be configned to peace and oblivion? Muft they ramble about 
in fearch of Eden, the firft feat of the common anteftors of man. 
kind? or retrace their fteps to Selinginfkoy, whence M. Bailly’ 
deduces the origin of human learning? or muft the fummary Ro. 
man method be reforted to, and peace be proclaimed only when 
their country is reduced to a folitude? The Chevalier d’Ohffon 
is of opinion, that a revolution of principle, and a change in the 
fyftem of government, may eafily be introduced into Turkey: 
it only requires a Sultan, free from prejudices, fuperior to the in- 
ftitutions of his country and the influence of education; affifted 
by a’ mofti, animated with the fame zeal for the public good ; 
and feconded in his views by a vizier of prudence, courage, and 
probity.. He ought to have known that the revolution of many 
ages cannot be expected to produce fuch an affemblage of virtuous 
and vigorous minds, endowed with knowledge fo diametrically 
oppofite to the principles of their education, .The example of 
Peter the Great, who for a time divefted himfelf of the pomp and 
power of fovereignty, in order to ftudy the fciences and the art 
of government in countries more advanced in civilization than 
his own, isa fingular phenomenon in the hiftory of mankind ; 
and a fimilar ane muft not be expeéted to recur in every 
thoufand years. Conjectures are not to be aflyumed as facts: 
neither can I prefume to venture any opinion on the probability 
of either event: though I fincerely with, that the punifhment 
which Volney denounces againft the Empire of the Ottomans, 
may be averted either by their own prudence or by providence. 
According to this author, the Sultan, equally affected with the 
fame ignorance as his people, will continue to vegetate in his pa- 
lace: women and eunuchs will continue to appoint offices and 
places; and governments will be publickly offered. to fale, ‘The 
pafhas will pillage the fwbjects, and impoverith the provinces: 
the divan will follow its maxims of haughtinefs and intolerance: 
the people will be inftigated by fanaticifm; and the generals wi)l 
carry 
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on War without intelligence, and continue to lofe battles, 
until thisincoherent edifice of power, fhaken to its bafis, de. 
prived of its fupport, and lofing its equilibrium, fhall fall, and 
aftonifh che world with another inftance of mighty ruin,” 
P, go. , 
The third chapter defcribes the conftitution of the Otto. 
man Empire; which, according to an eftablifhed maxim of 
ftate (founded probably on a fentence of thei falfe prophet) 
‘can never be governed by. a female. Should the prefent 
race not furnifh an heir male, the fucceffor muft be chofen 
from the royal branch of the Crim Tartars, which iprung 
from the fame common ftock. Such is the veneration ot 
the Turks for the reigning family, that although the Jani- 
zaries have often dethroned, they hive never eletted an 
Emperor, The ambition of a fubjeé never afpires above 
the footfteps of the throne; the Empire does not always de- 
fcend in a right line from father to fon; it devolves to the 
oldeft’ furviving male of the imperial blood, — [P.. 99.) 
However indulgent to the follies, and even the crimes, of 
their Sovereigns, the Turks are fingularly intolerant on one 
fubje& : they would deny their Sultans the pleafures, of the 
chafe. ‘It is a familiar faying among them, that ** he who 
kills a fportfman, or a gametfter, fhall be accounted a hero ;” 
and this proverb was quoted by thofe who fomented. rebel- 
tion againft the unfortunate Mabomet the Fourth, (P. 138.) 
The adminiftration of civil and criminal law is defcribed 
in the fourthichapter,, ‘* It isnot {according to Sir James 
Porter) the Turkith’ lawe, but a corrupt adminiftation of 
them, which brings.epprobrium on the Empire.’’ The laws 
of Turkey arefimple, not numerous, and their forms’ but 
little complicated; flagrant inftances of injuftice but feldom 
occur; and in cafes where all parties are Muffulmans, the’ 
decifion of a, judge is rally unbiafled; public opinion, 
which amongtt the Turks is very eriergetic, checks the'vo- 
luntary commiffion of injuftice.. This author declared that 
he has feen the Cazia/ker in his own tribunal abuled by 
women, whom the interior officers could je yp 
while the mayiftrate fabmitted with a degree of patience to, 
‘equalled ‘only by’ the violence of the gry fair ones. . 
. 149, : ; neo 
Falfe witneffes, however, abound in Turkey=-nay, avow 
their proféffion; and although capital executions are fr 
GRE it cannot traly’be. faid that juftice is sdminifiered ; 
or the life of man,, concerning »which no deliberation dah 
be too long, is haftily fentenced away, as paflion, or the im- 
pulle‘of a. moment, may dirétt.i - , 
R4 ‘ A come 
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** A complaint,’’ fays Mr, ‘Thornton, ‘‘ was preferred to the 
vizir againft fome foldiers who bad infulted the gentlemen: of 
the Ruffian Embafly ; the vizir made a horizontal motion with 
his hand; and, before the conference was over, feven heads were 
rolled from a fack at the feet of Prince Repnin. A man caught 
in the act of pilfering property during a fjre, has been thrown 
into the flames, by ofder of the vizir. A houfe-breaker de. 
tected in robbery, is hanged up, without procefs, at the door of 
the houfe he has robbed. Shop-keepers, or dealers, conviéted 
of ufing falfe weights or méafures, are fined, baftinadoed; or 
nailed by the ear to their own door-pofts: but punifhment is fre. 
quently inflified on the innocent, while the guilty enjoy the 
ruits of criminality. A Swedith gentleman of my ‘acquaint, 
ance, walking one day in the ftréets. of Conftantinople, faw the 
body of an Armenian hanging in the front of a baker’s fhop. 
He inquired of a by-ftander for what crime the poor wretch had 
fuffered. ‘* The vizir,’’ faid he, *¢ in pafiing by early in the 
morning, opps and ordered the loaves to be weighed; and 
finding them fhort of weight, immediately ordered the exeeution 
of the perfon in the fhop.’’—‘* Good God!’ faid the Swede, 
** how fevere a punifhment for fo flight a crime!’’——** It wag 
thonght fevere,”” replied the Turk, ‘* for the Chriftian was but 
a fervant, whofe wages were twenty paras a day, and whole 
mafter derived the whole benefit from the deficiency: in. the 
weight of bread ;** and yet other Armenians had already oecu- 


pied the vacant place, and were ferving the cuftomers with the 
gteateft indifference.’” P. 157. 


Torture is fometimes praétifed in fecret; the motive’ in 
eneral is, to extort a confeffion of hidden property. | .Mr. 
Thornton was acquainted with one Couléli, banker to Racub 

Pafbha, whofe faflesings are mentioned by De Tott; and 
who, by force of torture, had been induced to renounce all 
hig hereditary afd acquired poffeffions. ‘The partner of this 
man expired under: the moft horrible torments, but without 
revealing the fecret of his treafures; and by his obftinacy, 
or firmnels, bequeathed affluence to his family. |’ 


© I’have liftened, with horrar,’’ fays this author, ‘ to the 
relation of their fufftrings, which were aggravated by the con- 
ftant prefence of the executioner, who would infultingly complain, 
of the fatigue of his morning’s duty, and exatt from them the 


moft menial fervices, and at every repaft digs into the fame dith 
with them his hand recking with thei blood" “ P, 160, 


The military eflablifhment of the _Tukith Empire (as we 
learn in the fifth chapter) is an extenfive milita, fupported 
by an adequate allotment. of land, agency: Be the feudal 
fyftem. Although many authors have tated the body of Jani- 
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aries at Randred@ of ‘thoufatids, and although their own 
mufter rollé exhibitdifts: of ititienf€ ‘numbers {many ie the 
fake of certain pint ehrollitig their names in’ differen 
companies) yet’ Mr. Thorntoti'éfinrates the effetive number 
of that corps‘at fo more thei’ forty thoufand men; and for 
this calculation’ he affigns very fatisfaétory réafons. “Next 
in rank to the Janizaries'‘are the fopgis (artillery men) of 
whom, according to ‘M. Olivier, a well-informed traveller, 
there are about thirty thoufand. © There are alfo' fixty com- 
panies of gebrgis, or armoureérs, befides’ a body of Sakkas, 
who furnith the troops' with water ona march; ‘anda, bod 
of Cavalry, moft excellent® foldiers,’ fifteen thoufand in 
number. « P. 186. TT. 

In addition to all thofe, the pafhas of the different pro- 
vinces aré obliged: in time of war to furnifh various corps 
of miners, pioneers, gunners, &e.' Although fome writers 
have defcribed the regularity, decérum, and order obferved 
in former times by the Turks when on a march or in their 
camp, it appears that their defcéndants of the prefent da 
berfle a very different fyftem: they encamp in the molt 
confufed manner, each individnal pitches his tent where- 
foever he pleafés; and the cartafes of dead camels, horfes, 
and other anitnals, are {cattered amongft the Turkith foldiers, 
who feetn not to feel from this circumftance either incon. 
‘venience ot difgyft: P. 188, Voge i 

But their progrefs on a march is attended with certain 
defolation'to the-country through which they. pafs. Mr, T, 
bears witnefs to the devaftation they caufe, and the cruel- 
ties they commit ; and he confirms what we thought almof 
incredible when related by a former traveller: that havin 
entered the peaceful cottage, and applied to their own . 
every article which attra€ted their attention, they devour the 
little ftore which the wretched peafant had provided for his 
family ; and’ then, adding’ infolence to injury, demand a 
pecuniary recompenfe for—the wear of their teeth] P. 191. 

The author contrafts the beauty of many fhips belongin 
tothe Turks; with the ignorance and timidity of their Eval 
officersiand feamen. ko Englifh ‘reader. muft {mile at the 


anecdote 6f a ‘Turkifh ‘captain, who was cuffed in public. 
by the ‘adthiral’s own ‘hand for a flight offence. In the 
joutnal of ‘a Britihh’ adventurer, who ferved on board a 
Tarkith fhip of war in the Black Sea,’"(during the year 1790) 
Mr. T. obferyed the following remark: “ This day the Ad- 
miral amufed himfelf with ‘playing ‘at chefs on the quarter. 
deck with a common failor."’ P. 215. 


The 
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The finances o° the Ouoman Empire, and, the; Sultan's 


revenue, are defcribed in thedixth chapter. . The Exche 
sconlilts of two parts, themiri and bazad.; The, mir? eal 


: 


and receives fuch fums asthe public: feryice requires, and 


its revenue may be eftimated, communibys,annis,, at three 
millions, three hundred, and feventy-five thoufand | pounds 


flerling. The hazné is the Sultan’s treafury, derived from 
imperial domains, prefents on great occafions, and on,the 
nomination to certain offices. It is faid, that on the death 


of every Sultan, the treafare which he -had amaffed is. depo- 


fited ina chamber, fhut with an iron door, the key-hole,of 
which is flopped with lead. P, 246. 
Tt is not poflible, within the limits of a Review, to follow 
this ingenious author through the variety of inftrattive and 
entertaining matter with which his work abounds... In. the 
feventh chapter, (on religion, morals, manners, &c.)..we 
obferve, that although many Turks are faid to entertain 
doubts of the miracles ocala in the Koran, yet Atheim, 
either fpeculative or praétical, is unknown amongft them, 
They believe that evening prayer was ordained by. Jefus 
Chrift : they have confidence in the efficacy of amulets and 
charms. Small pieces of the veil which covers the Caaba, 
(or fquare-houfe, fo venerated at Mecca) and which cover- 
ing is annually renewed, are worne by the faithful as means 
of grace, and flips of it are inferted into the pall ufed. at 
funerals. The San jae foerif, or holy ftandard of .Mo- 
hammed, is treated with a ceremonious refpest almoft.equal 
to adoration. This flag is faid to have originally ferved.as a 
door-curtain to the chamber of the fair Aifhé, the uxorious 
prophets’ favourite wile. P, 275. : 
Although the Perfians decorate their books with, piétures 
of men and women, the Turks entertain many religious, 
fcruples on the fubje& of painting human figures. . The 
Sultan's barge fupports a golden eagle on us prow; and the 
colours-of fome companies of Janizaries exhibit reprefenta-. 
tions of birds and beafts. Prince Cantemir affirms, that the 
Seraglio is furnifhed with portraits of all the Ottoman So, 
vereigns in regular feries: and Mr, Thornton faw_ a.pockete, 
Book of Sultan Selim (who has been lately dethroned) con- 
taining engraved likeneffes of the moft diftinguifhed modern 
charatters of Europe, amongft whom were the unfortunate 
Louis XVI., Catherine the Second, and Marfhal Suwarow 3° 
this pocket-book had been fent to Sir Sydney Smith,: that 


. , - 


. might enrich it with fome anecdotes of Lord Nelfon, 
. 279. 


In 
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Jn the eighth chapter, which treats of women, domeftic 
economy, Sc. the author affures Us» that the Turkifh ladies 


gre not by any means confined to their houfes, a6 Me 


the choice of their female acquaintances, am of their armufe- 
"Whatever be the huf- 

band’s fate, his wile’s proper ‘¢ facred, and cannot be 
: Foote of it by will, OF according to 

Her pleafure- Marriage 16 confidered as @ merely civil con- 
traét, and differs only from concubinage in the fipul 
ofa dowry, OF fettlement, on the wife. The Jadies uni- 
verfally fmoke; and. the. more elegant amufements of the 


mutick, &c- Few men ssaulge 3 polygamy, although al- 


lowed by laws and the female flaves are more frequently 
the fervants oF companions of the wife, than the miftr 


of the hufbanc. = *° 360. 

_» For many articulars relating tO Moldavia and Walla- 

“hia, and the lyftem of government in refpedt to tributary 

{ubjects, We muft refer our readers to the ninth chapter ; and 

to the volume in general for @ variety of interefting anec- 

dotes, ufeful information, and minute detail. 

has enriched: his ges with numerous quotations, judi- 

cioufly feleéted: an applied. We do not recolleét_ more 

chan two works of any reputation unnoticed Mr. Thorn- 
ich could have furnifhed him with ad itional matter 





Les Memoires du Chevalier 
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Art. Il. A Lettér to the Governors, Legiflatures, and Pro. 
prietors of Piantations, in: the Britifh Weft-India Iflands. 
By the Right Reverend Beilby Porteus, D.D.. Bifbop of 
London. 8vo. Pp. 48. Cadelland Davies. 1808. 


We. cannot cafily exprefs the great fatisfeétion we have 

received from the perufal of this pamphlet. . It might 
have been prefumed, that the exertions of the sida 
author, both in his profeffion and in the caufe of literature, 
had fulfilled the obligations of his duty, and fatisfied the 
expeftations of his country. When it is confidered how 
much he has performed, with how much honour to himfelf 
and ufefulnefs to mankind, his decline of lite might reafon- 
ably be expetted to have pafled away in the retirement and © 
complacency of domeftic fociety. This, however, is far from 
being the cafe: the fame benevolent {pirit which has cha- 
ratterifed all the preceding publications of the Bifhop of 
London, has again been cffedtively exercifed ; and we dif- 
cern, with a mixture of admiration and agreeable furprife, 
the fame vigour, the fame eafe, and the fame elegance. 

Upon the Bifhop’s firft acceffion to the See of London, 
his attention was dire&ed to the melioration of the condition 
of the negro flaves in the Britiih Weft-India iflands; but, 
above all, to their inftruétion in the.principles of the Chrif- 
tian Religion, and to the regulation’ of their moral condutt. 
His Lordthip has laboured m the attainment of this objeé 
with unwearied perfeverance, and with no inconfiderable 
effet. But the abolition of the Slave Trade has prefented 
a new and favourable opportunity of repeating and enforcing 
his admomtory fuggeiirons, not to be overlooked or neg- 
le€ted, The proprietors of flaves-are now informed, that 
what before was required from them as a matter of duty 
only, is now me upon them with the additional incentive 
of advantage and intereft. So true is it beyond the: 
bility of difpute,sthat uplefs the flaves fhall be fabje& to 
moral reftraints, the confequence of their inftru&tion in the 

ririciples of the Chriftian Réligion, their population will 
be phyfically impeded. That the unreftrained commerce 
between the fexes has had this operation, is demonftrated by 
the Report:of the Commmtec of Privy Council, appointed 
in the year 1788, to examine into the nature of the Slave 
Trade. However, as’ the introdu€tory s of this work 
will place the whole before the reader, we do not hefitate to 
tran{cribe them. 


‘“* The 
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« The official connexion which 1 have with 


india Iflands, and the Ecclefiattical fuperintendance which to @ 


certain degree DY predeceffors and myfelf have 
length of cime exercifed over them, has.always 


satereft in thelt {piritual welfare, and. a0 earneft defire and enden- 






ess 
the Brith Welt- 
for a confiderable 


given me & lively 


your to promore it, as far as the yait diftance between thofe iflands 


and this country would admit. But among 


of their inhabitants, my attention has 
directed to that whichis by fa the mo 


the various, clafles 


more. particularly 


& numerous of them all, 


and conftitutes the great mals of people in ali. our ilends; © 
mean the Negro Slaves employed in the cultivation ef the lands 
offetied by * Weft-India Planters, whether refident on their. 
ntations oF in this kingdom. On thefe my thoughts have 


anxioully employed for upwards of twenty years, 3° 


have omitted nO convenient opportunity 


my fentiments concerning their fituattons the 


of publicly exprefling 


necefity of am- 


ving it, and the-mode in which that melioration-of their con- 
eee ig effect. Almoft imme- 


religion. Some years after this, | had the good fortune to re- 


kfhire, belonging te 


? 
Wiiitam ANP Magy Cottect in VIRGINEA, which had 


er propagation of the Chriftian religion among 
which had been attempted, but had complete 
therefore obtained -4 decree in my favour, 1 


wes called upon by 


the Court of Chancery» a8 one of the truftees of that charity, 


to « forme other charitable inftirution in 


the room of Mr. 


Boyle’s, but approaching as near as poflible to his original idea. 
an 


and perfectly conformable to Mr. Boyle’s P 


inténtions of imparting the pleffings of Chrittianity. t© Heathens. 
inhabiting his Majer s dominions. The propoful was Pr 


proved by the Lo 


pofe 
and the Bithop of London for the tims bei 


ng w 
Prefident of it This fociety has accordingly from that time to 


Chancellor Thurlow, 4 fociety for the pur- 
was formed, @ royal charter obtained for its incorporaioty 
as 


the 


the prefent been exerting it beh endeavors Lo promote the great 


ends of its inftitution, and has fent out feveral miffionarics to. 
i -. the, Weft Indies who have made fome 


different iflands 


in us 
refs in their refpective mifions. Bat the fcanty revenues the 


sciety , the extreme difficulty of finding 





9 


fyficient number of 


clergy men 
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¢lergymen properly qualified for fo laborious and arduous & thik, 
the various difcouragements and obftacles they met with in the 
execution of their office, and the vaft difproportion of their means 
of inftraétion to the immenfe numbers to be inftructed, have 
hitherto confined the effeéts of their labours within a narrow 
compafs, and rendered a more extenfive plan, a more liberal éfta. 
blifhment, more effectual aid and encouragement, indifpenfably 
neceffary to the accomplifhment of the great object in view. Ie 
is to obtain this aid and this encouragement, that I now'take the 
liberty of once more addrefling you, Genticmen, on this very 
interefting fubjet; and from an event of the highef importance 
which has recently taken place, I am led to hope that the pre- 
fent moment is peculiarly favourable to my application to you 
on this occafion, and can fearce fail of rendering it completely 
fuccefsful. ar 
“* You will eafily imagine that the event I allude to is the 
abolition of the Slave Trade to the coaft of Africa by the legif- 
ture of Great Britain. I do not at all mean to enter here into 
the merits of that great queftion. Itis now decided by a vaft 
majority of both Haufes of Parliament, and is become a law of 
the Jand, which we are all bound to obey. I hope and traft 
that every acrimonious fentiment, which was felt by the con. 
tending parties in that long and painful conflict, iy-already, or 
will be very foon, completely extinguifhed, and the moft perfeé 
harmony and good underftanding re.eftablifhed between the 
iflands and the mother-country. The only reafon of my intro- 
ducing the mention of the fubjeét here is to point out how for- 
cibly it bears upon the bg et I have now-to lay before 
you, and what a powerful additional argument it furnifhés in 
favour of carrying immediately into effect that moft important 
meafure. 
«© By the A& of Parliament which has paffed, prohibiting 
any further importation of Negro Slaves from the coaft of Africa, 
you have now evidently no other refource left, for keeping up a 
ftock of flaves fufficient for the cultivation of your lands, but the 
natural increafe of the Negroes at this time in the iflands. Your 
great object, therefore, muft of courfe be to promote and encou- 
rage this increafe by every means in your power. Now of thefe 
means, the moft practicable and moft effe€tual, beyond all con- 
troverfy, will be the very expedient here propofed ; namely, 
THE CAREFUL AND ASSIDUOWS INSTRUCTION OF YOUR 
SLAVES, BOTH CHILDREN AND ADULTS, IN THE PRINCIPLES 
OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, AND A STRICT ATTENTION 
TO THE REGULATION OF THEIR MORAL Conpvucr. This 
may pethaps appear at the firft view a ftrange affertion, but it is 
meverthelity perfectly true, and capable of the ftricteft proof, 
from the moft authentic documents tsanfmitted from the iflands 
themfelves to this Gevernment. 
‘¢ Thef 
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«4 t'Thefe documents are to be found’principally’ in “that large 
aed valuable body of evidence, THE REPORT OF THE COM. 
MITTEE OF PRIVY CouNciL, appointed in the year 1788 to’. 
examine into the nature of the Slave Trade. In them you wil? 
find it afferted, by a great number of moft refpeStable Wett- India’ 
Proprietors, and in a variety of official letters and papers laid by” 
them before the Committee, that one of the teft and moft 
fatal obftractions, to the natural increafe of the Negro Slaves in 
the Britith Iflands, is the promifcuons and unbounded illicit com- 
merce of the tavo fexes, in which the Negro Slaves are permitted 
to indulge themfelves, without any check or reftraint. ‘This is 
a fat univerfally admitted ; and it is equally admitted, that un. 
tefs an effectual ftop is put to this licentioufnefs of manners, 
the increafe of the native Negrees by births will never be fufticient 
to keep up that ftock of Negroes which the-cultivation of the 
iflands requires. This obftacle, then, muft in fome way or other 
he removed; and in what way can this be moft: effectually 
dorte ? | 

‘© Penal laws.may Certainly be enaéted by the colonial Jegif- 
latures, prohibiting illicit connections among, the Negroes, and 
requiring them to be. united by legal matrimony to one wife. 
But human laws, it is to be feared,. will be but a feeble. barrier 
to the ardent and impetuous paffions of an African conftitution, 
and very incompetent to contend with the ftrength of inveterate 
and long indulged habits of vice. 3 

'  Thefe can only be fubdued by moral reffraints, by new prin- 
ciples infufed into the mind, by the powerful influences of divine 
grace, by the fear of God, and the dread of future punifhmenr, 
ftrongly and carly impreffed upon the foul. .Thefe ate the only 
incentives that can prevail upon your Negro Slaves to fabmit 
to the reftraint of having only one wife; and as this reftraint is 
indifpenfably neceffary to that increafe of their numbers by birth 
which the cultivation of your plantations demands, it is moft 
evidently your intereft, as weil as your duty, to render your 
Slaves not merely nomixal but real Chriftians, in order to obtain 
a fufficient fupply of labourers, and to prevent the total ruin of 
your plantations, or at leaft a great diminution of their pro- 
duce. , 

‘© It is on thie ground that you find fo many of the moft emi- 
nent Weft-India Planters, in their examination before the Privy 
Council above-mentioned, recommending in the ftrongeft terms 
the inftruétion of the Negroes in the rudiments of morality and 
religion, it is on this ground that it was fo Rtrongly enforced by 
his Majefty’s Secretary of State, in his letter to the Welt-India 
Governors, in the year 1797; and it is on this ground, that the 
Planters in the Ifiand of Antigua give fuch countenance and 
encouragement to the Moravian miflionaries in that ifland, who 
have (as I have been informed) converted there at leaft 10,000 
Slaves to the Chriftian religion, 3 

5 Taking 
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‘* Taleing it. then for granted that you will be influenced by 
thefe confiderations, to beftow the bleffings of Chriftianity on 
your Slaves, and the: benefits of it (even in a temporal point. of 
view) upon yourfelves, I fhall proceed to confider in what way 
and by what.means this moft deficable object may be mot eafilp 
and moft effeGiually accomplifhed.’’ P. 1. 


Hitherto the Bifhop proceeds to obferve the only mode 
urfued for converting “pan nations to the Chriftian Faith, 

s been by fending mifhonaries among them. Of thefe 
the Propaganda Society ftand, or rather ftood, firft. Their 
ardour has abated with the extinétion of the order.of Jefuits ; 
and we do not now hear of their converting nations to 
Chriftianity ; though it is to be feared they make individual 

rofelytes. wherever they are able. Next to thefe are the 
Saaeaticen or United Brethren. Thefe irideed have done 
more in the vineyard of Chrift than any, or than all of the’ 
Proteflant churches of Europe. Here, however, a fuitable 
tribute is paid to the memory of the mild, honeft, zealous, 
and excellent Swartz. But it is fo difficult to procure 
{uch men, or indeed any clergyman of charaéter, to under- 
take the laborious offices of foreign miffions, that recourfe 
muft be had to other means for converting and inftru&ting 
Negro Slaves. This, if effeétually executed, may be gra- 
dual in its operation, but will be infallible in the refult, 
viz. 

Tue EsTanlLisHMENT OF PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 
IN EVERY PARISH OF THE West-INpDIA IsLanDs, 
one or more in each parifh, according to its fize and popu- 
lation. Thefe are recommended to be formed on the plan 
fuccefsfully adopted by Dr. Bell, at Madras, and by him 
transferred to this country. The advantages ot thefe fchools 
are fully pointed out in the appendix in an elaborate, but 
moft fatistaétory, Letter from Dr. Bell, to the Bithop of 
London. The meafure being determined upon, the quef- 
tion arifes how the funds for carrying it into effe€t are to be 
obtained. Four fources are propofed:—1. A general fub- 
{cription in this country, which the Bifhop himfelf, with 
that noble. gentrofity which fo diftinguifhes his charatter, 
would begin with 5001. ; and, if the occafion called for it, 
would give 500l. more.* 2. The affiftance of the Britith 
Legiflature, which might reafonably be expefted. 3. The 
Society for the Converfion and religious Inflru€tion of the 
Negro Slaves, of which the Bifhop is Prefident, would 
doubtlefs contribute a portion of their revenue; and, laftly, 
if thefe funds fhall prove ineflicient, a {mall parochial rate 
might be raifed on the proprietors of lands.in each —— 

efe 
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Thefe fources would raife an ample fund; and in a few 
years repay the kindnefs of the proprietors in a race of 
faithful, honeft, religious negroes: tor experience proves, 
that in thefe qualities the converted far exceed the uncon- 
verted negroes in all the Englifh and Danifh Iflands. 

The firlt ftep is to seal each parifh with a mafter, or 
the experiment may firft be tried in one parifh: The place 
of inftruétion a cheap wooden building, which may alfo 
ferve as a place of — But, unfortunately, at prefent 
Sunday is the day, the only day, on which the negroes are 
allowed to cultivate their little patches of lands, and to hold 
a public market for the fale of their commodities. But wh 
not allow them a few hours in the other part of the wee 
for this purpofe ? The proprietors may lofe a little time, 
but they will gain the gratitude of their flaves, and the blef- 
fing of heaven on their temporal concerns. This objeétion 
operates, however, only to adults ; no time will be loft with 
regard to the children. Here, however; there are two other 
obftacles to be encountered:—1. That the Planters are 
averfe to teaching their negro children to read, becaufe they 
may, by reading pamphlets and newfpapers, be incited to 
difobedience and rebellion. But it appears, that the molt 
aftive and moft favage of the deluded peafants in the late 
Irith rebellion, were ignorant, flupid, uneducated men. But 
in England, where the inferior claffes are generally taught'to 
read, neither Paine, his writings, or his difciples, were 
able to effectuate any ferious mifchief. The other objettion 
is, that by making negroes good chriflians, they will be made 
bad flaves, will be infpired with pride and ambition, and 
brought too nearly on a level with their mafters. But let 
us go to experience and to faft. Many thoufands of negro 
flaves have been converted, and particularly in Antigua ; 
and thefe are all found to excel the unconverted flaves in 
honelty, fubmiflion, and attachment. © They are valued at a 
higher price, and every prefs-mafter is anxious to have 
them. After preffing thefe arguments in the moft pathetic, 
eloquent, energetic terms upon the minds and confciences 
of thofe whom he addrefles, the excellent and venerable Pre- 
late adds, towards the end of his traét; 


“* Nor will yox, Gentlemen, be without your reward, and 
that the higheft and moft gratifying that a human being can _re- 
uae the approbation of God, and the applaufe of the whole 
world. 

“© You will have the immortal honour of founding a sew 
School for piety and virtue in the bofom of the Atlantic AAs of 

ves S | erecting 
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ereQing a noble ftruCture of religion and morality in the Weftetn 
world, of exhibiting to mankind the interefting fpeétacle of a 
very large community of truly Chriffian Negroes, and of leading 
the way to the falvation of more than 500,000 human beings, 
(immerfed before in the groffeft ignorance, fuperhition, wicked. 
nefs, and idolatry) with all their countlefs defcendants to the end 
of time. 

‘* Looking forwards, then, as I do, with fome confidence to 
the accomplifhment of this great event, it docs, I confefs, in 
fome degree confole and fuftain my mind, amidft thofe frightful 
fcenes that ure now pafling on every fide of us, and thofe tre. 
mendous commotions which are convulfing to its centre almoft 
the whole habitable globe. It will be one proof more, added 
to many others, of the high and exalted character of the Britith 
Nation, and of the extent and grandeur of its views, beyond 
thofe of any other nation upon earth. While one immenfo 
gigantic power is fpreading ruin, devaftation, and the moft com. 
plicated mifery over the world; fubverting kingdoms, empires, 
and long eftablifhed governments, and burfting afunder all the 
moft facred bonds of ¢ivil and political fociety ; we fee this fmall 
ifland, not only exerting itfelf with vigour in its own defence, 
and ftanding up fingle againft the torrent that is pee 
the whole continent of Europe, but at the fame time filently a 
quietly providing for the future happinefs of the human race, by 
diffufing every where the Holy Scriptures, and thereby fowing 
the feeds of Chriftianity over every quarter of the globe.” P. 25. 


The conclufton is energetic and importart. 


‘¢ Thefe are truly Imperial qworks, and worthy of the Britifh 
name. ‘Thefe will immortalize it to the lateft pofterity, and 
diftinguifh it moft honourably from every other nation in the 
world. 

‘© Let thefe, then, be the charaéteriftic features of the Englith 
nation. Let the great enemy of the repofe and comfort of man 
kind, place his glory in wxwerfal dominion; let Britain place it 
in univer{al benevolence ; and while he is fubjugating the world 
by his arms, let Britain be employed in repelling him from her 
own coafts, in aflifting and protecting the diftrefled,y and in meli- 
orating the condition of diftant countries, by communicating to 
them in various ways, the bleffings of the Chriftian Revelation, 
The final refult of all this is in the hands of the Almighty. 
But whatever that may be, whatever future calamities may await 
us, we fhall have the confolation of having difcharged our duty, 
in this inflance at leaf, as Men and as Chriftiant. And we may 
reafonably hope that fuch a condué will have its due weight in 
recommending us and our caufe to the favour of Heaven, and in 
obtaining for us the protection of that gracious Providence, 
which has hitherto preferved us amidft the diffolation of king- 
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doms, and the wreck of empires, and has refcued us from dangers 
not lefs formidable, in my apprehenfion, than even thofe which 
now apparently furround us.’’ P. 27. 


An Appendix is fubjoined, containing a fhort fketch of the 
new fyftem of Education for the Poor, ina letter from Dr. 
Bell to the Bifhop of London. 

It can hardly be neceflary to detail the opinion we enter- 
tain of the importance, the policy, and indeed it may be 
added, the a€tual neceflity of the obje& of this publication. 
We have alfo much fatiatabtion in having once more the op- 
portunity of placing before our readers an impreffive example, 


‘that the talents of the right reverend author remain in un- 


diminifhed vigour, and that his benevolence and generofity 
are fully commenfurate with them. May their combined 
eure and efficacy yet be {pared to affift in the diffufion 
of Chriftian knowledge, and to promote, by their example, 
the common caufe of learning and of virtue. 





Art. III. A Treatife on plane and {pherical Trigonometry, with 
their moft ufeful pra&ical Applications. By John Bonnycaftle. 
8vo. 419 pp. 12s. Johnfon. 1806. 


SELECTION of matter, arrangement and execution, are 
the grounds upon which we muft examine the merits of 
every {cientific work. When a proper difpofition of the 
parts is negleéted, it tends to lengthen the work and diminifh 
its perfpicuity ; and the reader is lefs able to commit it to 
memory. It is of the firft importance therefore, that this 
circumftance fhould be particularly attended to. In works 
of {cience, the theory and prattice fhould go hand in hand 
together; the reafon of the operation fhould be underilood 
before the operation is performed, as the rationale of the work 
wes ary | tends to remove difficulties which might otherwife 
arife in the computations. The demonftration of a rule al- 
ways tends to make the rule itfelf better underflood, and more 
clear in its meaning; it points out the different cafes which 
may occur, and at once removes all the difficulties which na- 
turally arife from fuch circumftances. In the fubjeét under 
our prefent confideration, the variety of cafes to which the 
fame propofition is fubjett, is what conftitutes the great diffi- 

culty in the application. 
S 2 The 
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The work begins with an Introdu€tion, containing an ac- 
count of the rife and progrefs of Trigonometry ; and here we 
find a very good account of the gradual improvements, from 
Hipparchus to the prefent time. The author then proceeds 
to the definitions, with an enumeration of fuch properties of 
plane triangles as may be ufeful in the future part of the 
work, The three propofitions, including the folution of all 
the cafes of plane triangles, are next given, but without their 
demonftrations, which, for the reafons before flated, we think 
a fault; the folutions are given by the fcale and compafs, by 
calculation, and inftrumentally. But as there are other 
theorems which are frequently ufeful, a variety of other pro- 
pofitions are added, fome of which do not admit of a loga- 
rithmic calculation, and therefore might have been omitted. 
as they tend to enlarge the work without adding to its utility, 
In a work of this kind, a proper folution of the beft praétical 
wiles fhould be made; the author fhould fele& for the ftu- 
dent, more particularly in a work principally intended for 
practice. The infertion of a multiplicity of rules only tends 
to confufe the reader. The application of trigonometry to 
the menfuration of heights and diftances, follows next; and 
this, we think, is a very ufeful part of the work; a great va- 
riety of proper Examples are feletted, and fuch as may be of 
practical ufe; and agreat number of trigonometrical Problems 
are added, as Examples for the ftudent, the Aniwers being 
put down without the operation. This concludes the doc- 
trine of plane trigonometry. 

In the definitions of Spherical Trigonometry, Mr. B. de- 
fines a great circle of a {phere, »*‘ that which divides the /ur- 
Jace into two equal parts ;” and a /mail circle, ‘that which 
divides it into two unequal parts.” Hence, he fays, the plane 
of any great circle pafles through the center, and divides the 
folid into two equal parts. But after the above definition, 
this latter becomes a Problem, and requires fome. kind of 
proof; it is mot ftriétly an immediate confequence. We fee 
no reafon why the common definition of a great and {mall 
circle {hould be departed trom. Spherical trigonometry 1s net 
at all concerned about either the furface or the folid being 
divided into equal parts; it is a civcumilance which has no- 
thing to do with the relation of the parts of a triangle. Every 
thing which we want to ellablifh, follows immediately trom 
this definition, that ‘‘ a great circle is one whofe plane palles 
through the center.” With the Definitions we find Propo- 
fiiions mixed; thefe fhould undoubtedly have been kept 
feparate. After the axioms, the general properties of ee" 
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folved by any principles, previoufly given in the work, and 
therefore are improperly inferted. 

The auther next proceeds to the theory of trigonometry ; 
and as no account has been given in the former part of this 
work, of the change of figns, which the various trigonome- 
trical fines are liable to undergo, Mr. B, begins this part by 
explaining when fuch changes take place, without however 
afligning the reafons. He then gives the oh pete agen: 
formula for the fine, cofine, tangent, &c. &c. of an arc, but 
without the demonftrations, which fhould undoubtedly have 
been here given. The rules for finding the fines and cofines 
of the fum and difference of two arcs, in terms of the fines and 
cofines of the arcs themfelves, are next demonftrated ; and the 
author then proceeds to give a very large colleétion of rules, 
many of them are of a nature which, in a work of this 
kind, fhould have been omitted. As the author feems to 
have intended this as a fcientific part of his work, nothing 
fhould have appeared in it but what was ftriftly demon- 
ftrated. 

The four principal theorems in plane trigonometry are 
next demonftrated ; the laft of thefe is, ‘‘ given the three fides 
of a triangle, to find the angles.’ A theorem is inveftigated 
which gives the cofine of any one of the angles, but it is not 
reduced to a form for a logarithmic operation, by which 
means it lofes all its value. In f{pherical trigonometry, three 
theorems are demonftrated from sataneitial principles, and 
from thefe the author derives the rules neceffary for the folu- 
tion of all the cafes; but it would have made the fubjeét 
much clearer, if each rule had firft been ftated in a propo- 
fition. It tends to confufe a work, to deduce a variety of 
rules in an algebraic form, one from another, without any 
enunciation. The utility of Napier’s two rules, by circular 
parts, is acknowledged, as aflifting the memory in the folution 
of all the cafes; it is therefore very remarkable that thefe 
are not given by this author. They are in fa& demonftrated 
in this part of the work, but not idas reduced to the form 
of expreflion ufed in Napier’s rules, they ftand under fix 
equations, and become fix different rules; whereas, from a 
confideration of the circular parts, the reader has only two 
fimple theorems to remember, which will felye all the cafes 
of right angled triangles. The neglecting to give Napier’s 
theorems, we muft confider as a confiderable defeét in the 
work. It is of the firft confequence to burden the memory 
of the fludent with as few rules as poffible. The fame two 
theorems will alfo folve all the cafes of quadrantal triangles. 
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To this part of the work, fome {pherical problems are added, 
refpeéting the properties of {pherical triangles, but feveral of 
thefe follow immediately from the theorems which the author 
had before given, and did not require a feparate demonftra- 
tion. For inftance, ‘if the three fides of one triangle be 
equal to the three fides of another, each to each, the angles 
which are oppofite to the equal fides will be equal.” Now 
the expreffion for an angle from the three fides, hows at once 
that the angles muft be equal. Several other theorems are 
demonftrated, the truth of which follow in like manner from 
what has been before proved. The cor. to art. 125 does not 
follow from what is Pi demonftrated. 

The ftereographic projeétion of the fphere, is the next fub- 
je&t treated of, and this is delivered in a concife and clear 
manner; including all the propofitions of general ufe. A 
few mifcellaneous problems and theorems are then added; 
after which Mr. B. has given the folutions of all the cafes of 
right angled plane triangles, inde ager 4 of any tables. 
This is done by pee the io cofine, &c. of the 
angles, by an infinite feries, in terms of the degrees of the 
angles. e are at a lofs to difcover the walle for pro- 
po ing this method of folution, ‘When all the eafes can be 
0 eafily computed by the addition of two or three logarithms, 
would any one think of computing the fums of infinite feries 
in order to obtain the fame end? To thefe are added 
fome formule refpe€ting plane and fpherical triangles, which 
are matters of curiofity rather than of ufe. The next article 
is upon the increments and fluxions of the fines and tangents 
of arcs or angles, as employed in aflronomy and the higher 
branches of the mathematics, in order to fhow the changes that 
take place in the fides and angles of triangles, from {mall 
variations of fome of the parts. The increments are firft 
treated of, and the fluxions Ledeced from them. The author 
next fhows how fome of the trigonometrical formula in the 
preceding part of the work, may be applied to the folution 
of quadratic and cubic equations. The work then con- 
cludes with the method of meafuring altitudes by the barome- 
tes and thermometer. 

From the review here given of the work before us, the 
reader will perceive that we confider it as defective in the 
feleftion and arrangement of the materials; a fault we did not 
expeét to have found in any writings of Mr. B. Of his 
other works we think very highly; efteeming them valuable 
and well executed: and we entered into an examination of 


the prefent -work with fentiments very favourable to the 
S 4 author. 














































- 








244 Pye’s Comments on the Commentators. 


author. We fhould have been glad to find our expeéts. 
tions anfwered; but our regard to truth, and our duty to 
the public, oblige us to ftate impartially our opinions. 





Art. IV. Comments on the Commentators on Shakefpear. With 
preliminary Obfervations on his Genius and Writings; and on 
the Labors of thofe who have endeavoured to elucidate them. 
By Henry James Pye. 8vo. 342 pp. 7s. Tipper and 
Richards. 1807. 


Critics igdeed are valuable men, 
But hyper-critics are as good again. 


S° fung the ingenious Mr. Bramfton, in his Man of 

Tafte, and fo apparently thinks our worthy friend the 
poet-laureate, for this whole book is criticifm upon criticifm, 
or notes upon notes. The objeét of it is to fhow that the 
commentators on our favourite bard have often written ab- 
furd, and often fuperfluous notes: but, as far as that goes, is 
it not in danger of being a worfe thing than a fuperfluous 
note, almoft a fuperfluous book? For who doubted of the 
faét, which is here illuftrated by fo extenfive an induétion of 
particulars? ‘t Vel duo, vel nemo.” Every reader not 
gifted with Job-like patience has felt it: and many have 
applied,the kind intimation of Dogberry to the annotators 
upon him and his brethren, ‘** if I were as tedious as a 
king, I could find in my heart to beftow it all of your 
worfhip ; — yea, an ‘twere a thoufand times more than it 
is.’ Mr. Pye, however, has the talent to amufe and in- 
form, in whatever he writes, and confequently we receive 
his book with pleafure. 

His preliminary obfervations are profeffedly fhort (though 
not fo itated in the title page) and fhort indeed they are; for 
they occupy only feven very widely printed pages. His re- 
marks on the unities are juft, both with refpect to Shak{peare 

“and the Greek poets: but we think he is not quite fair to our 
great bard, when he finds nothing pathetic in him but the part 
of Conftance, in King Johp, and that too aided by the great 
powers of Mrs. Siddons. The want of female performers 
led him to give, in general, fhort and inconfiderable parts to 
his women; but furely Imogen is truly pathetic in one or 

twa 














Pye’s Comments on the Commentators. £45 


two fcenes, and Defdemona throughout the fourth a&, We 
think alfo that in Lear there are touches of very ftrong pathe- 
tic. On the whole, we fhould allow that Shak{peare did not 
much exercife his power of “opening the facred fource of 
fympathetic tears,’ but by no means that he did not pof- 
fefs it. 

It is rather curious, that this charge of fuperfluity of 
annotation is made, not againft the full fized variorum editions 
of Steevens or Reed, but againft an abridgement in eight 
volumes 12mo.; printed, and, we believe, Faoecnentad ee 
Mr: Wood. How much more ftrongly then muft the ob- 
jection lie againtt the 21 volumes large 8vo. which compofe 
the laft edition, if it be made with any reafon here; and af. 
furedly we are of opinion that the charge is even. here made 
out, to a great extent. A very early inftance occurs in 
the fecond note, where the commentators are juftly re- 
proved, for undertaking to explain the commonly current term 
of dry for thirfly, and attributing it particularly to the mid- 
land counties: whereas, certainly, the wonder weuld be to 
find a county where it was not ufed. This remark, in page 1, 
is well followed up by another in page 304, on the words 
** Dry forrow drinks our blood,” where the fame commentator 
(Steevens) fays, ** this is an allufion to the proverb, forrow 
is DRY,” thereby proving the expreffion to be as univerfal 
as the proverb. Gne great fault with all the commentators 
feems to have. been, that they kept no account of their own 
remarks; by which omiffion they were led often to repeat 
the fame fuperfluous notes, and fometimes to contradiét 
themfelves. The care of the lateft editors, to form a glof- 
farial index, would, if adopted in time, have prevented all 
this. We cannot, perhaps, give a better fpecimen of Mr. 
Pye’s mode of commenting on the commentators, than ap- 
pears in the following note : 


“Imec. Why did you throw your wedded lady from you? 
Think that yeu are upon a rock, and now 
Throw me again. 


Post. Hang there like fruit, my foul, 

Till the tree die.| ‘In this fpeech, or in the anfwer, there is 
little meaning. I fuppofe fhe would fay, ‘ Confider fuch another 
act as equally fatal to me with precipitation from a rock, and 
now let me fee if you will repeat it.”’—JOHNSON. ‘* Perhaps 
only a ftage dire€tion is wanting to clear this paflage from ob- 


fcurity, Imogen fitft upbraids her hufband for the violent treat. 
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ment fhe has juft experienced; then, confident of the return of 
paffion, which fhe knew muft fucceed to the difcovery of her in. 
nocencé, the poet might have meant her to ruth into his arms, 
and, while fhe clung about him faft, to dare him to throw her off 
a fecond time, left that precipitatien fhould prove as fatal to them 
both, as if the place where they ftood had been a rock, To which 
he replies, ‘ Hang there, i.e. round my neck, till the frame that 
now fupports you fiall decay.'’—Stervens. To me the only 
difficulty in explaining this whole paflage arifes from the utter 
impoffibility of putting it in a clearer light than is done by the 
words of the poet. Ifit were neceflary to give a ftage dire¢tion 
for every action, with which the poet requires the player to accom. 
pany his words, thofe directions would exceed in bulk thefe 
warierum notes. Imogen comes up to Pofthumus as foon as the 
knows the error is cleared up, and, hanging fondly on him, 
fays, not as upbraiding him, but with kindnefs and good hu. 
mour, ‘ How could you treat your wife thus,’ in that kind ef 
endearing tone which moft of my readers, who are hufbands and 
fathers, will underftand, who will add poor to wife. She then 
adds, now you know who I am, fuppofe we were on the edge of a 
precipice, and throw me from you; meaning, in the fame en- 
dearing irony, to fay, 1 am fure it is as impoflible for you to be 
intentionally unkind to me, as it is for you to kill me, Per. 
haps fome very wife perfons may fmile at part of this note; but, 
hewever much black-letter books may be neceflary to elucidate 
fome parts of Shakefpear, there are others which require fome ac- 
quaintance with thofe familiar pages of the book of Nature, 


¢ Which learning may not underftand, 
And wifdom may difdain to hear.’ P. 280, 


That both Johnfon and Steevens fhould fo ftrangely have 
wanted feeling of nature, as not to comprehend this {fpeech 
and anfwer, is indeed wonderful. Mr. Pye has very happily 
expreffed his interpretation, and proved his feeling of what 
may be called, the playfulnefs of fecure affeétion. More 
briefly thus, ‘* you throw me from you! You would kill 
me, wouldn’t you??? To which he anfwers, with exaé 
comprehenfion of her pretended reproach—‘t No, my love, 
hang on my neck for ever.” 

Mr. Pye, however, muft not fuppofe that he is exempt 
from the general fate of commentators; he fometimes is er- 
roneous as well as his neighbours, 

At page 56 he tells us, that Cro/s Patch is now the nurfery 
name tor a froward child. This ts true, but the information 
is nothing, unlefs at be obferved that this is only an acci- 
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dental prefervation of the old word patch, for a fool; for it 
means certainly ill-temper'd fool. 

In page 64 he takes upon him to affert, that at Weftmin- 
fter {chool, foo is the current pronunciation of the Latin pro. 
noun fu; and that whoever attends a play of Terence there 
will be convinced of it. Now we, who know fomething 
more of that feminary, will venture to - pofitively that it 
never was the pronunciation of that place; and to affure 
thofe who fhall go to the next play aéted there, that they will 
not hear any fuch thing. How he could make the miftake 
we cannot conjeéture. 

At page 66, where he cites the obfervation of Dr. John- 
fon, that ‘the princefs of France invokes with too much 
levity the patron of her country to oppofe the power of 
Cupid,” Mr. Pye afks, “is Dr.Johnfon ferious in this 
vindication of the fan&tity of one of the feven champions 
of chriftendom ?” The anfwer is—Certainly. For the con- 
fideration, is not what Dr. Johnfon or Mr. Pye might think of 
St. Denis, but what a princefs of France might confiftently 
be fuppofed to think, Shak{peare makes her jeit like a heretic, 
which fhe is not fuppofed to be. We grant, however, that 
in comedy it might be allowed. 

In the note, page 98, on the whimfical words of Lafeu, 
in Love’s Labour Loft, “your dolphin is not luftier,” we 
have no kind of doubt that Mr. Pye embraces the wrong 
opinion. Moft true it is that the Dauphin of France was 
frequently called, in Englith, the Do/phin; but nothing what- 
ever has that to do with the fentence in queftion. “Your dol- 
phin is not luftier,”” is exa€tly equivalent to ‘* your roach is 
not founder, your eel is not more flippery,” or the like: and 
what particular luftinefs fhould naturally belong to the heir 
apparent of France does not appear. e fhould here have 
expeéted Mr. Pye to exclaim againft the ftrange fancy of 
Steevens, inftead of adopting it. The great difficulty of 
deciding the meaning of the paflage is the extraordina 
noahesbenbeass of the whole fcene. As to the luftinefs of a 
dolphin, we do not recolleét it to be proverbial ; but the fith 
is always painted in the att of leaping, which implies 
aétivity, and was famous for carrying men on its back. 

As for the month's mind, page 7, there is no doubt that 
fuch was thé expreflion for a ceremony in remembrance of 
a dead perfon, ‘a month after his deceafe. Cole, in his 
Latin SiBioniry, has ‘‘moneth’s mind.” Dies poft alicujus 
¢bitum tricefimus; and in his Englith dittionary, fimilar yy 
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*« the thirtieth day after any one’s death :” but, how the fenfe 
was transferred from that, to an eager mind or defire for any 
thing, which was the proverbial fenfe. from Ray and Shak. 
fpeare’s time, and remains fo to this hour, no one has yet 
told. 

‘+ Sweet and twenty,” Mr. Pye thinks (p. 18) ‘* was not 
an expreffion of colloquial endearment.” If Steevens may: be 
credited, it is proved to have been fo; but of two paflages 
which he quotes as inftances of it, the latter from the 
*« Merry Devil of Edmonton,” is not to be found in that 

Jay. 

Whatever objeflions may be made to a few paffages of 
his book, it muft be owned that Mr. Pye is in general right, 
and difplays much acutenefs and tafte, in his cenfures and in 
his explanations. We were pleafed with the manner in 
which, when he controverts the obfervations of Johnfon, 
he expreffes his general efleem and veneration for the man: 
but for Warburton he bas no fuch mercy. To read only 
his notes upon that commentator, it might be fuppofed that 
he thought him a fool. Wet Warburton, though certainly 
the moft abfurd of Shakf{pearean critics, from an idle vanit 
of difcovering too much, was a man of great and undeniable 

arts. What the prefent commentator fays of Steevens, or 
Rul as much, had he ventured to fay it when Steevens was 
alive, would have made him * the fad burden of many a 
merry fong,”’ or the butt of continual new{paper fatire. To 
living critics in general he is civil, but with fome exceptions, 
Whether Mr. Pye trufted to the compofitor, or to his own 
fpeftacles, for the correétion of the prefs, it has been moft 
inadequately performed. We do not recolle& {eeing a book 
fo faulty. Thus, p.2, deflertation—p. 5, anonis for ononis 
—p. 16, dicided—p. 22, Zyrrhwyt for Tyrwhitt—p. 24, 
Yery true for Very—p. 26, feries for fenfe—p. 32, Jafeits 
for forfeits—p. 44, finial for finical—p. 48, barein for hare 
—and fo on without end. 





Art. V. An Hiftorieal View of the Rife and Progrefs of 
Infidelity, with a Refutation of its Principles and Reafonings: 
in a Series of Sermons, preached for the Leéture faunded by 
the Hon. Robert Boyle, in the Parifh Church of St. Mary le 
Bev, from the Year 1802 to 1806. By the Rev. William 
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*¢ To accommodate the purchafers of the former edition, a cer. 
gain number of copies of the enlarged Appendix, together with 
the Index, have been feparately worked off ; and the correétions 
in the body of the work having been but few, and thofe chiefly 
verbal, it will be found that the feveral. references corref| 
nearly, if not exactly as to page and line, with the text of both 
editions.’’ P. xvii. 

Of the Leéture inflituted by the Honourable Robert 
Boyle, which has occafioned the publication of numerous 
Ditcourfes as well as the prefent, M » Van Mildert gives the 
following account : 


«* More than a century has now elapfed, fince the foundation 
of Mr. Boyle’s Leéture: and it is gratifying to reflect on the 
fubftantial benefit which appears to have arifen from it to the 
caufe of revealed religion, r. Boyle lived in an age abounding 
with open and declared infidels, men of active fpirit, and indefa. 
tigable in their exertions to build up a fyftem of libertinifm on the 
ruins of Chriftianity. He faw, that to ftem the torrent of im. 
piety, it was neceflary to call in the jeint efforts of the friends 
of truth: —and as the feeds of error had been widely fcattered, 
he was careful to provide the means of deftroying thofe pernicious 
fruits which, in after times, they might be expected to produce. 
With that zeal, therefore, for the honour of God and the beft in- 
terefts of man, which on every occafion marked the charaGer of 
this exemplary and truly illuftrious perfon, he laid the foundation 
ef a plan calculated to meet future no lefs than prefent exi- 
gencies, and to fupply an effectual antidote for that which might 
otherwife become an increafing and irremediable evil. 

‘© During acourfe of nearly fifty years, the publication of the 
difcourfes preached for this Lecture was continued with little in- 
termiffion ; and fuch was the accumulation of thefe labours, that 
in the year 1799, they were collected into three large folio 
volumes, comprifing a moft valuable body of divinity. Since 
that period, although it appears that the Leéture has been con- 
ftantly preached, few only of its productions have been fubmitted 
to the public eye; but among them are fome of diftinguifhed ex- 
cellence. The laft of thefe was publifhed in the year 1783. 

‘© A defire to revive an attention to this eminently ufeful in- 
ftitution, has been one motive for hazarding the publication of 
the prefent volumes. Although the noble founder of the lecture 
did not exprefsly dire&t that the difcourfes fhould be printed, yet 
as the defign of it could not otherwife be effectually anfwered, it 
is hardly to be doubted, that fuch was his intention: and fince in 
thefe days of licentioufnefs and irreligion, they that hate the truth 
‘ are many in number,’ this is furely not a time to be backward in 
fhewing our attachment to its caufe,””  P. 9. 
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No, furely! For it cannot be denied that, by the a 


and impious exertions of feveral modern writers, the fait 
and comfort of thoufands have been unfettled or deftroyed. 
A powerful engine, employed in this labour of defolation, 
has been the cunning craftinefs of beflowing fair and im- 
pofing names on circumftances of the bafeft charaéter and 
tendency, and thus recommending to the approbation of 
weak and unwary perfons ‘* evil for good and bitter for 
{weet.” Accordingly we meet with various publications, 
of which the friendly pretence is to enlarge the mind, while 
in reality they darken and miflead it; or to vindicate the 
rights of man, while in reality they reduce man to a level 
with the beafts that perifh*; by removing the diftinétions 
of virtue and vice, and by recommending a fociety (if fuch 
a ftate can be called fociety) without laws or religion, 
without the ties of friendthip, and without the fear of pu. 
nifhment. Nor is it uncommon, among the melancholy 
circumftances which mark the temper of the times, to find 
the Chriftian faith attacked by an oftentatious difplay of 
learning, as well as by f{pecious reafoning and a feducing 
ftyle. 





* A very ftriking defcription of an Atheift, from his own prin - 
ciples, by the able though eccentric Feremy Collier, may here be 
aptly introduced. 

‘© An Atheift, if you will take his word for it, isa very def- 
ep mortal. Let us defcribe him by his tenets, and copy 

im a little fromhis own original. He is then no better than a heap 
of organized duft, a ftalking machine, a fpeaking head without 
afoul in it. His thoughts are bound up by the laws of motion, 
his actions are all preferibed. He. has no more liberty than the 
current of a ftream, or the blaft of a tempeft. And where there 
is no choice there can be no merit. The creed of an Atheift is a 
degrading fyftem, a moft mortifying perfuafion, No advan- 
tages can make him fhine ; he ftrikes himfelf out of all claim to 
regard. He is the offspring of chance, the flave of neceflity 5 
danced by foreign impulfes no lefs than a puppet : ignoble in his 
defcent, little in life, and nothing at the end on’t. Atheifm 
the refult of ignorance and pride ; of ftrong fenfes, and feeble 
teafon; of good eating, and ill living. Atheifm, the plague of 
fociety, the corrupter of manners, and the underminer of pro- 
perty! What can the raillery, the reproaches, the fupercilious 
cenfures of this feét fignifie? Why thould they be raifed above 
their principle, and rated higher than their awn valuation! 
They are below all confideration, except that of pity and prayers 5 
and thefe I heartily give them.’’ F/ays, Vol, I. p. 183. 
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Thefe,circumftances, as well as the oppofitions of elder 
times to the revealed will of God, appear to have been mi- 
nutely confidered by Mr. Van Mildert. The plan, which 
the learned preacher has adopted, is divided into a judicious 
arrangement of Aiflorical and argumentative materials. Ac- 
cordingly the firft volume exhibits 





‘¢ a fummary view of the endeavours made to countcrat 
the revealed will of God, in the times antecedent to the Chriftian 
difpenfation; then to fhew the perverfenefs of both Jews and 
Gentiles ,in their rejection of the Gofpel, and their various 
efforts to overthrow it, from the time of our Lord’s perfonal ap. 
pearance on earth, to the downfall of paganifm in the Roman 
empire ;—afterwards, to continue the inquiry, through the middle 
ages, when almoft the whole world was overfpread by Maho. 
metan and Gothic barbarifm:—then, to contemplate the new 
afpe&t which infidelity affumed, on the revival of letters and the 
introduction of the Proteftant Reformation ;—and, laftly, having 
brought down the hiftory of its progreffive labours to the prefent 
day, to confider what expectations we may juftly entertain, re. 
fpecting the final iffue of this tremendous contett.’’ Vol. 1. P. 23. 


Then follows a mafterly dete€tion of the [pecious reafon- 
ings of unbelievers. 


‘¢ The hiftorical view of the fubjet being clofed, it is in. 
tended, in the fecond part of thefe Lectures, to enter upon a 
general vindication of the grounds and principles of the Chriftian 
faith, in anfwer to the arguments moft commonly urged againft 
its authority and credibility. Thefe arguments (whether de- 
duced from reafoning @ priori, to fhew the improbability, un. 
fitnefs, and inutility of revelation ; or of reafoning @ poferiori, 
to invalidate its evidences as a matter of fact;) will be dif- 
tinétly confidered, in order to expofe their futility, and to fhew 
the {pirit of perverfenefs by which they are generally diftated. 

«« The inveigation here propofed will atford ample fcope for 
a deteétion of the various fallacies, mifreprefentatians, and in- 
confiftencies, with which the writings of infidels abound.’ 
P. 24, vol. i. 


The fele&tion of fubjeéts, the method of argument, and 
the eafe and perfpicuny of difcuflion in thefe difcourfes, 
remind us of the kindred labours of Mr. Ed. Nares * in his 
Bampton Leétures. The difcourfes of thefe gentlemen il- 
luftrate each other. Ayainft the well-direéted exertions of 





* Of Biddenden, in Kent ; fee Britifh Critic, vol, xxviii, p. 389) 
p-. 548. 
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fuch inquifitive and found reafoners, infidelity and f{cep- 
ticifm may rail; but they cannot offer-even a fhadow of 
unfophifticated defence. By fuch well-direéted exertions the 
fceptic and infidel might, 1f their hearts were not hardened, 
be led to acknowledge the fallacy of hoping to prove invul- 
nerable, in the glittering but fragile armour, with which they 
have been fupplied by Herbert, and Hobbes, and Spinofa, 
by Hume, Gibbon, Voltaire, Paine, Godwin, and Geddes. 
Succefsful champions in the facred and noble caufe of truth 
and religion, the two preachers now mentioned together may 
apply to their fervices what Bentley, in his acute Remarks 
on Free-Thinking, applied with proper confidence to Ais 


‘© Et nos tela, pater, ferromque haud debile dextra 
‘© Sparfimus, et noftro fequitur de vulnere fanguis.’” 


There are Tew works of modern times, (efpecially when 
we confider the correfponding notes and important re- 
ferences to other publications), in which fo much interefting 
information is brought together, on the fublimeft fubjeéts, 
as in thefe difcourfes of Mr. Van Mildert. The preacher 
admits, indeed, that he is treading in the fteps of others ; 
but he judicioufly obferves, that ** when old objeétions are 
reviied, old anfwers muft be new modelled.” ‘This indeed 
is the more neceflary, as there are men, in our day, calling 
themfelves philofophers, who have reproduced old objec- 
tions spich Chriftianity, and have given them to the 
world, with infufferable vanity, as novelties of high im- 
portance! While, to the prefumption and fophiftry of their 
predeceflors in unbelief, they have added only that flip- 
pancy, and infolence, and malice, which befpeak an under- 
ftanding depraved, and a caufe deteftable. 

From thefe difcourfes we will now fele& fome {pecimens : 
and firft from the cighth fermon in the former of thefe 
volumes, which ably vindicates the charaéter of the firft 
reformers in general, and efpecially thofe of our own 
country. . 


‘* Nothing, indeed, can be more evident, than that the Englith 
reformers, in particular, acted not againft any lawful authority, 
but in complete fubordination to it; the Reformation in this 
equntry being carried on under the direction of the {piritual go- 
vernors of the Church, who were Bifbops as truly and apoito. 
lically conftituted as any Bishops spon earth, and who, in re. 
fufing to fubmit to the papal power, refuled only to facrifice their 
own juft authority to an ufurpation, as unjuft in ity principles, as 
it was corrupt in its practice. 

T ¢ Nay, 
BRIT. CRIT. VOL. XxXI. Manca, (928. 
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« Nay, it is remarkable, that even the moft bigoted writers i@ 
behalf of popery, acknowledge the Proteftant Reformation to 
have been brought on by the {candalous abufes of power, which 
prevailed in the Romith Church; and fometimes {peak of its fucs 
cefs as a proof of the divine judgement upon the papal enormities, 
Can there be a more convincing argument than this, for its utility 
and neceffity? Can there be a more complete vindication of 
thofe who maintained it to be their duty to ‘ come out of? fuch 
a Church, ‘left its plagues fhould fall upon them? What will 
jt avail, then, after fuch an acknowledgement, to attempt, by 
uncharitable and unjuft imputations upon the motives of the re- 
formers, to caft an odium upon the important fervices which they 
rendered to Chriftianity ? 

‘© It is not, however, the lefs pertinacioufly urged, by thefe 
writers, that the Reformation originated in pride, vanity, evil 
concupifcence, and the like; and they infer, that ite fuccefs 1s 
not to be wondered at, becaufe it flattered and encouraged thefe 
corrupt propenfities of the human heart. ‘They compare its 
progrefs with that of Mahometanifm; to which they pretend 
that it bears a ftrong refemblance, in point of character and prin- 
ciple. But, not to mention that the weapons of its warfare were 
totally oppofite to thofe which Mahomet employed, (the terrors 
ef perfecution and violence being generally exerted againft the 
Retormation) thefe. charges are manifeftly unfounded. They 
proceed upén an aflumption, that the ordinances of the Romith 
Church, relative to fafting, confeffion, penance, celibacy, and 
monkifh feelufion from the world, were productive of humility, 
felf-denial, continency, and other Chriftian virtues; and that 
the unauthorized and monftrous doftrines, which it forced upon 
the belief of mankind, were conducive to true faith and a pious 
fubmiffion of men’s reafoning faculties to the revealed will of 
God. Whereas, in truth, thefe ordinances and thefe doétrines 
were unfortunately found to have an oppofite effect: fince, by 
impofing upon men burthens too grievous to be borne, and fuch 
as had no warrant from the Holy Scriptures, they tempted them 
either to reft in mere externals, or to afflume an appearance of 
fanctity, while they fecretly indulged in the groffeft luts of the 
tefh, as well as in the moft prefumptuous fpeculations of the un- 
derftanding. ‘That this was too generally the cafe, is. not to be 
denied ; although st may readily be acknowleged that, even in the 
worft periods of this cosrupt Church, fome {plendid exceptions 
were to be found, in men eminent for piety of principle and 
purity of conduct, and whe truly adorned the Chriftian pro. 
tef§on. But thefe, alas? appear to have been of rare occufrence. 
From thofe mpieties and extravagancies, however, which were 
almoft the univerfal refult of the corruption of the Romifh 
Church, the more corre¢t principles of the bh cfocutatind tended to 


fet men free; fince while it exatted, from all, true evangelical 
. holinefs, 
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holinefs, it releafed them from the urnatural and unfcriptural re- 
ftraints, which had only ferved as afnare and temptation to evil, 

‘© Thus much it feemed neceffary to ftate, with reference to 
the principles of the early reformers, in order to fhew the per. 
verfenefs of their opponents, as well as to explain the connec. 
tion, which this view of the Proteftant Reformation has, with 
our main fubje&. For, hence it appears, that upon the fuccefs of 
the Reformation almoft depended the exiftence of the Gofpel it. 
felf; and that its opponents, of whatever kind, may be de. 
fervedly claffed among the agents of Infidelity and Antichrift. 
Chriftianity was fo miferably defaced, by the fuperftitions of the 
middle ages, as fcarcely to be diftinguifhable, in many re- 
fpects, from paganifin.—Infidelity, even in the very bofom of 
the Church, was, in feveral inftances, notorious and undifguifed. 
Indeed, in no part of Chriftendom did grofs Atheifm prevail fo 
much, as in Italy, and even in Rome itfelf, in the College of 
Cardinals, and under the Patronage of Popes. With this ge- 
neral corruption and apoftacy was conneéted fuch a fyftem of 
authority, both temporal and fpiritual, as rendered it imprac- 
ticable, while that fyftem continued, to liberate mankind 
from their deplorable thraldom. ‘The adverfary feemed to be 
rapidly advancing to the completion of his defign; and the 
means employed, to defeat the labours of thofe who fought to 
reftore the Gofpel to its genuine purity, were truly characteriftic 
of the Author of Evil. 

“© Perfecution, calumny, and fophiftry, were the engines em. 
ployed by Papal, as they had formerly been by Pagan Rome, 
againft all who endeavoured to enlighten mankind with the pure 
knowledge of the Gofpel. According to the itrong language of 
the Apocalypfe, Rome was ‘drunk with the blood of mar. 
tyrs*-’* But, (as in the cafe of the primitive Chriftians) when 
violence alone was found infufficient to cruth the fpirit of the 
reformers, the fouleft flanders were circulated to excite hatred 
againft them; and the moft difingenuous reafonings were em. 
ployed, to perplex and mifreprefent the clear and folid truths 
which they inculcated. Charges of herefy, fchifm, immorality, 
fedition, and. hoftility to Government both civil and ecclefiaf. 
tical, were continually urged againft them, though as conftantly 
repelled with unanfwerable force.’”” P. 289, vol. i. 


We earnefily recommend to the reader’s confideration 
the eleventh fermon in the fame volume, which points out 
the infidelity of the prefent age. Speaking of the recent 
confederacy on the | Sper to abolith Chriftianity, Mr. 
Van Mildert here notices, what deferves particular atten- 
tion; the pernicious objett of corrupting the female fex, 
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- and renderitig them a€tive promoters of infidelity. Too fue. 
cefsful, Mr. Van Mildert obferves, were feducers of this de. 
fcription in gaming over many women “ as coadjutors in 
their caufe; the effeét of whofe influence is but too evident 
in the records of modern times; nay, is fill but too feverely 
feluin our own, as well as in other countries.” Yes, even 
in this country, how frequently do we meet,with plaufible 
publications, which, mixing fentiments of benevolence with 
profligacy, hope to render iedu€tion and adultery no longs 
objetis of deteftation! How often do we find a pretended 
fenfibility recommended, which ought to be called: a mof ° 
inflammatory appeal to the paffions; that falfe fenfibility, 
which deceivers know may eafily be excited in unguarded 
minds, by an infidious tale or hiftory, and by which the 
deluded dupe to it may at length be led to fpurn domeftic 
rule and parental authority, to ridicule Hen we and ufefal 
education, to forfeit the honoured names of innocence and 
modefty, and to bring the moft dreadful difgrace and mi- 
fery on wedded life! Modern infidels, indeed, well 
knowing the influence of the female charafter on every 
{tation of life, have fpared no devices of this kind, to give 
that influence a ruinous inftead of a beneficial dire&tion; 
hoping, by the concurrence of female profligacy, to deflro 
the force of thofe loyal, juft, and pure conneétions which 
conftitute legitimate and reafonable fociety, and which are 
the honour and comfort, as well of the poor man’s cottage as 
of the rich man’s palace. 

We mutt alfo notice the animadverfion of Mr. Van Mil- 
dert on the labours of Dr. Geddes, whofe talents, whatever 
they were, were firangely mifapplied, and wantonly profti- 
tuted in a wretched caufe. 


*¢ But of thofe, who, profefling the faith, have yet laboured 
to do it moft effential injury, and whom charity itfelf can 
hardly exculpate from the charge of wilfully endeavouring to 
bring it into contempt, none, perhaps, appears in a more difgrace- 
ful light, than a diftinguifhed Divine of the Romifh Church, 
patronized, in this country, by fome perfons little aware of 
his defigns. ‘This writer applied the whole weight of his learn- 
ing and talents to an artful attack upon the divine authority of 
the fcriptures. ‘Through the medium of a new tranflation of 
the Bible, he ftrives to thew, that thefe Scriptures are entitled to no 
other refpeét or veneration, than what is due to them, as curious 
remains of antiquity. To imprefs this perfuafion upon his readers, 
he has recourfe to the moft bitter fatire and mdicule; endea- 
youring to exhibit them as utterly unworthy of being confidered 
as the word of God. Trite infidel objections, gleaned from vae 
rous 












ué. 
de. 


in 
ent 
ely 
ren 
ible 
vith 


fed 


ty, 
led 


el] 


—_-~Fr j& Ww = ube 


a On Sa ES ge en ee 





oft 


Van: Mildert’s Sermons at Boyle’s Leétures. 257 


rious fources, are plentifully interfperfed ; and-under a thew of 
more fatisfaftorily illuftrating the Sacred Code, and reconciling 
it to the prejudices of philofophical unbelievers, (a fayourite 
apology, or. a plaufible pretext, with many, for rendering. the 
word of God fubfervient to human opinions) the moft unwar. 
rantable liberties are taken with the text, evidently for the 

rpofe of mifreprefenting fome of the moft important facts and 
doétrines of Holy Writ. Itis difficult to conceive a more artful 
mode than this, of affailing its divine authority: and had the 
writer lived to complete his defign, it is impoflible +S fay, how 
much revealed religion might have fuffered. But, apply, his 
efforts (highly as they have been extolled, by critics of fimilar 
principles with his own) have not obtained a very extenfive cir- 


‘culation, and as it has pleafed God to remove him, before his 


labours were nearly completed, we may truft that not all the un- 
merited commendation of his infidel encomiafts, will be able to 
refcue his work from f{peedy oblivion,’’ P. 411. vol, i. 


It has efcaped, the notice of Mr. Van Mildert, that Dr. 
Geddes, in a part of his miferable employment’ feems to 
have imitated the ** manner* of tranflating uled by Se. 
baltian Caftglion in turning the Bible into French,” which 
Henry Stephen thus ftrongly reprobates : 


. © + For wheras he fhould haue fought out the graueft words 
and phrafes fitting fo worthy a fubiect, it is plaine that he ftu- 
died for abfurd, bafe, and beggerly words, at leaftwife fuch as 
would rather ftir the fpleene, and prouoke the readers to laughter, 
than give them light to vaderftand the meaning of the Holy 
Ghoft.’’ . 


To thofe, by whom human reafon has been too highly 
exalted, ahd revelation too lightly confidered, the fecond 
volume of thefe Difcourfes prefents abundant arguments to 
check their afpiring thoughts, and reprefs their intemperate 
curiofity. The twenty-third fermon, on the’ Infpiration of 
Scripture, is atieainby important; and filences the inju- 
rious refleétions of thofe, who, denying the infpiration of 
the holy Scriptures, reduce the hiftory of the creation, of 
the divine precepts given by God to the patiiarchs, and 
of the ten commandments, to the rank of a common nar- 
rative or popular tradition. ; 

The notes, fubjoined to thefe Difeourfes, exhibit much 


profound and curious refearch as well as ingenious ap- 





* A world of wonders, &c. fol. Edinb. 1608. p. 77. 
+ Ibid. p. 77. Where feveral inftances of ftrange tranflation 
are adduced, , : 


’ T 3 plication. 
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plication. They offer, to the fludent in theology, abundam 
fources of the pureft information; and they refreth the 
memory of the well-in{truéted reader by references to au. 
thors, whofe labours gave unerring dire€tion to his. earl 
ftudics. In a word, the public is greatly indebted to Mr. 
Van Mildert for the fervice he has performed. 





Art. VI. An Introduction to the Knowledge of rare and 
valuable Editions of the Greek and Latin Claffics ; including 
an Account of Polyglot Bibles; the be/t Greek, and Greek and 
Latin, Editions of the Septuagint and New Teflament; the 
Scriptores de re ltuftica; Greek Romances, and Lexicons 
and Grammars. By the Rev. Tho. Frognall Dibdin, F.S.A. 
third Edition, with additional Authors, and Biographical 
Notices, (chiefly of Englifh Editors.) In Twa Volumes. 
Svo. 18s. Longman, Hurit, Rees, and Orme. . 1808, 


F Mr. Dibdin has not the merit of introducing the firt 

work of this kind among us, he has unqueftionably that 
of having greatly improved upon his prototype, and has pro- 
duced a work of various, interefting, and ufeful information. 
‘That the public think as we do, is fufficiently proved from 
the work having paffed to-.a third edition in no very long 
mterval of time. Every edition has been fucceffively ex- 
tended and improved, new names added, and new infor- 
ywation communicated, It fome fhall be inclined to objett 
that certain authors have yet been omitted, let it be remem 
bered that Mr. Dibdin does not profefs more than to give 
an account of the principal authors of antiquity, and to 
infiruét the thoufands, rather than fatisfy the few. 

As the work is. fo well known, and -has been fo very ex- 
tenlively circulated, our principal duty feems to be to in- 
form the reader what new matter is interwoven in this third 
ediuen. And firft thirteen new authors are added; viz. 
M.A. Antoninus, Apollodorus, Apuleius, Arifiides, Aurelius 
Vor, Aujonius, Heredian, Jofephus, Maximus Tyrius, Oppian, 
Orpheus, Photius, aad Theaphraflus. 

Many biographical notices, executed with much neatnefs 
and precifion, will be found in various notes to this 
edition. } 


The account.of Greek Bibles and Teflaments, and of 
Lex:icons, Dictionaries, and Grammars, hes been confide- 


zably enlarged. This past of the work will be found ene 
tiled 
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titled to particular praife and attention. The author acknow- 
ledges himfelf mdebted for much valuable intelligence on 
this head to the learnediMr. Wodhull, whom he not 
improperly defignates as the prefent Father “of Bibliop 
raphy. 
The more recent editions alfo of claffical writers at home 
and abroad, and in particular thofe from the Oxford prefs, 
have here been added. But to prevent the work from bein 
{welled to an inconvenient fize, the Index Analyticus of 
the laft edition, as well as the account ef Latin editions of 
Greek writers, with many references to ne aay and 
fpecification of the prices of rare books, have here been 
omitted. We rather regret this, and indeed fhould have 
had no objection to a fupplementary volume, .which, we 
truft, will in due time make its appearance. . 
We will give Mr. Dibdin’s account, of Apuleius, one 
of the new names he has introduced, which will fuffici- 
ently prove his diligence of refearch, and the. accuracy ‘of 
his infermation. ‘ 


“ APULEIUS, A.C. 160, 
“’ ¥, OPERA OMNIA. 


‘ Swern. ct Pannartz. Rome. Fol. 469. 


‘*¢ Editio princeps, . This,is one of the rareftof the firk edi- 
tions of ancient claflical authors, and it is alfo one of the moft 
curious and valuable—for .it .is the only one in which the text 
of Apuleius. is. unmutilated. by the Juguiftion, Maittaire and 
Subfequent bibliographers have been went in attributing te 
Cardinal Beffarian che editorfaip of the work: that amy 
undertaken by J. Andrea, Bifhop of Aleria. See Panzer, t. ii. 
410, and the other authorities in Harles’s Brev, Notit. Lit. Rom. 
vol. i. 499, 500: but more particularly she prefatory epifile of 
Andrea, prefixed to the work itfelf, as extracied in the Bibl. 
Smithiana, pt. ii. p. Ixxii. where the edition is exprefsly ftated 
to have been undertaken by him. ‘* Lucium igitur Apuleium 
Platonicam, in quo uno fummz eruditieni praecipua lingux copia 
et gratia conjuncta cit, mediocri vigilantia, ut in exemplariorum ° 
penuria licuit, redegisa unum corpus, variis in locis membratia 
perquifitum, eumque imprefloribus noftris tradidi_ exarandum,’? 
Confult alfo De Bure, No. 3583: who does not attach much 
value to the /ub/eguent editions of Apuicius, printed in the 15th 
century *; although the Roman edition of 1472 is extremely 

rare 





* “ Maittaire, t. iv. 444; and Clement, t. i. 497, {peak fa. 
vourably of the Venetian edition of 1483: but Panzer, who does 
TF4 not 
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rare and dear. ‘There are copies of this firft edition in the Rod. 
leian library, and in Dr. Hunter’s Mufeum. Lord Spencer is in 
poffeffion of Count Revickzky’s beautiful copy. 

« “ Junta... Florent, 8vo. 1512, 

‘* In the fame year, and in 1522, the Junta publifhed the 
€ Afiuus Aureus,”’ or Metamorphofeon, with other tracts; but the 
above is the only edition in which the works of Apuleius ap. 
peared complete fram their prefs. Buandini*, in his Avnal. 
Coe Typog. pt. ii. p. 39, refers to Crevenna’s Catalogue, 

Yo. 5367, where I find an‘elegant copy of it. The editar was 
Marianus Tuccius: fome account of the edition appears in Cle- 
ment, t. i. 438, note: and in Panzer, t. vii. 13. 

“ Avot (In £dib,) Venet. 8vo. 1521. 

There is nothing in this edition which entitles it to par- 
ticular notice; although copies of it, in fine condition, are fought 
after by collectors of the Aldine claffics. 

‘© H. Perri. Bafil. 8v0. 1§60—97—1604--20. 2 vols. 

‘* This is a critical edition, containing the dedicatory epifle 
of Hopperus, and is by no means a common one. It was col- 
Jated with ancient MSS. and, as well as poffeffing marginal notes, 
it prefents us with the commentaries of Beroaldus (on the Meta- 
morphofeon, which were firft publithed at Bologna in 1500) and 
the emendations of Stewechius and Godefchalcus. 





not praife it, feems to be more correct than either. See his 
Annal. Typog. t. fil. 202. 514, &c. , 

“¢ Tt was the opinion of Barre, that the work of Apuleius 
(although in fonie places unpardonably licentious) was intended 
as a fatire upon the diforders and vices introduced into the world 
by. magicians, monks, affaflins, and robbers. ‘* He that would 

ive himfelf the trouble,"’ fays Bayle, “‘ and who has fufficient 
abilities for the undertaking, might compofe a very curious and 
inftruétive commentary on this romance. The hunters after the 
philofopher's owe pretend to difcover in it the myfteries of a [the] 
great work.’’ See Bayle’s Dict. Apuleée, note’ 8, where Fleuri 
Barthius (Advers. 1. li. c. 11) are cited.’* ; 

* « Harles, in the third volume of his Supplement to the Brev. 
Not. L. R. p. 158, very properly corrects an error of Bandini, 
in his account of an edition of the “ Afnus Aureas,’” in’ 1510, 
by she Junte: from the colophon, as fpecified by Bandini him. 
felf, it is evident that the edition appeared in 1512: I doubt, 
however, whether the Junta poblithed the Afxws Aureus ee 
rately from the Ofera Omnia, the fame year; or rather whether 
the fr? of thefe works of Apuleius be not the whol that they 
ever publithed. It is evident that Bandini never faw a copy of, 
the edition. Harwood’s account of Apuleius is too fuperiicial 
to be noticed; being confined to one page of dates: the Biblio- 
graphical Dittionary has added about @ guarter of @ page.” 

. ‘ CoLvi}y. 
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s Co.ivit, Lug, Bat. 8vo. 1588, | 

‘¢ Colvius made ufe of an ancient MS. and collated other 
editions, in the compilation. of this prefent one; which exhibits 
for the firft time the book {* aeg igunveias,”’ from the library’ of 
F, Nanfius. I¢ is netcommon. Harles poffeffes a copy of this 
edition which formerly belenged to Cortius, and in which that 
learned man had inferted many various readings from ancient 
MSS. 

« Wowert!. oN 4 12mo, 1606. 

« Although Wower took confiderable pains in compiling this 
edition, and corrected and fupplied many paflages, he was fharply 
attacked by Cafpar, Scioppius in his ‘* Symbola Cririca,’’ firft 
pablithed at Augfburg in 1607, and afterwards at Leyden 
in 1644. 

‘< Variowum. Lug. Bat. 8vo, 1614. 

 —-—___. Goudz,  8vo. 1650. 

‘¢ Thefe are. valuable editions, and {fell high; efpecially the 
latter one. They contain the excellent obfervations of Is, Ca. 
faubon, ** In Apologiam *’’ (whofe remarks on the Editio princeps 
of Apuleius are not perhaps generally known), the various read. 
ings of J. Pyrrhus, and the annotations of Beroaldus and Gruter, 
The latter edition, which is now an exceedingly fcarce volume, 
contains, in addition to the foregeing matter, the annotations of 
Paiczus ‘ in Apologiam.”’ 

‘* Ermennorstis. Francof. 8vo. 1621. 

“* This is called by Harwood, *‘ a good edition.’* Harles 
tells us that he is in poffeffion of a copy of it, which Cortius 
collated witht fix MSS. ; and that Elmenhorft boafts of a number 
of notes written by himfelf, which, in fact, wer: taken from 
Lindenbrog’s coflation of fome Florentine MSS. See Brew, Nor, 
Litt. Rom. vol. i. 502. 

‘ Scrivert. Lug, Bat. remo. 1624. 

*¢ A neat and corrett edition, : 

“« Ex Offe. PLantin. treomo. 1660. 

‘¢ Raphelengius, the printer, fpeaks highly in his preface of 
the complete manner in which this edition of Apuleius is given 
tothe world. It certainly differs, in many refpetts, from pre- 
ceding editions, and is well worthy of the ftudent’s critical atten. 
tion. Raphelengius was a diligent and careful printer, 

— . Altenbarg. 12mo, 1778. 2 vols. 

‘¢ Harwood calls this ‘* a neat and well-edited work.” It 
contains, in faét, various readings from Colvius, Stewechius, 
Brentius, Puteanus, and Elmenhorft; and exhibits a tolerably 





* « Ts, Cafanbon’s edition of the “ Arpotocta’’ was firft 
publithed in 4to. 1504. Prica#as publifhed a valuable edition of 
the fame work, at Payis, in 4to, 1695. This latter has now be, 
eome a very fcarce book.” 
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careful collation of thofe MSS. which former editors appear te 
have confulted *. 





- - Biponti. 8vo. 1788. 2 vols. 

*¢ This is an accurate, and very ufeful edition, The editor 
feems to have been peculiarly attentive to the formation of his 
text, and difplays an intimate acquaintance with the merits and | 
demerits of prior editions. 


‘6 11, METAMORPHOSEON, 


* Ovupenvorp et Runnkentr. Leidz. 4to. 786. 

*© It was the intention of Francis Oudendorp to have pub. 
lithed the entire works of Apuleius, but he died juft after finifh. 
ing the Metamorphofis. Rubnkenius has favoured us with a 
preface to this edition, which ranks among the completeft of the 
Variorum quarto clafies. The entire notes of Colvius, Wower, 
Godefchalcus, Stewechius, Elmenhorft, and others, are inferted 
in it, and the judicious obfervations of Cafaubon and Priczrus 
have not been neglected. There are various readings from nine 
MSS. which occafionly differ from thofe felef&ted by preceding 
critics. The curious fometimes illuftrate this edition of Apu- 
leius’s moft entertaining work, with plates, and other appro. 
priate graphic ornaments. It is daily becoming fcarcer and 
dearer.”’ Vol. i. p. 166. 


Mr. Dibdin is perfeétiy corre& in contradiéting the affer- 
tion of Maittaire, and others, that Cardinal Beffarion had 
the fuperintendence of the Editio Princeps of Apuleius, 
This care was undertaken by J. Andreas, Bifhop of Alleria. 
Here we take upon us to corre&t an error in that excellent 
and ufeful book, “ Bibliotheca Smithiana,”” where at p.'72 
of the Addenda, the preface of Andreas to the firft ediaion 
of Apuleius is reprinted. In the note it is obferved, ** De 
hac prima Editione Apuleii nihil apud Maittaire in Annal. 
Typog.”’ Maittaire, however, particularly defcribes it at 
p. 281, vol. 1, and erroneoufly adds in a note, ‘* Hane 
Editionem curavit Cardinalis Beflarion.”” There is an edi- 
tion of Apuleius publifhed in 1488 at Vicenza, which 
perhaps was deferving a’ place in Mr. Dibdin’s book, It is 
in folio, and printed by Henricus de Sanéo Urfo. See Pan- 





* «* The famous Jeremy MAargianp began an edition of 
Apuleius, but printed only feven fheets. He abandoned the un. 
dertaking on Hr. Bentley's fending him rather a rude meffa 
that he had omitted a line which was extant in one of the MSS. 
Thefe theets were for fome years in Mr. Bentham’s poffeffion; 
bat all the fearch and inquiry ef Bowyer coyld not procure him 
a copy of them.”’ 


zer, 
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zer, vol. $, p. 518, No. 71; and Laire Ind. 11, p. 113. 
There is a curious blunder in Panzer’s account of this edition, 
Andreas Alerienfis is ftyled Hylarienfis. We thall only detaih 
the reader with a {pecimen of the manner in which Mr. Dibdin 
has executed his biogyaphical notices, and then difmifs him 
with the alfurance of our perfeét efteem and good wifhes. 
We cannot do better than take our ingenious countryman 
Bafkerville. ‘ 


“© Joun Baskervicue, the celebrated printer of this work, 
was born in the year 1706, and imherited a paternal eftate of 
Gol. per annum. He was bred up to no particular trade, but 
in 1726 became a writing-mafter at Birmingham, and is faid to 
have written an excellent hand: this probably ‘enabled him to 
compofe fuch beautiful forms of letters, as we fee in his typo- 
graphy. It is rather furprifing that an ingenious man like Baf- 
kerville, with an independence of 601. per annum (then worth 
double its prefent value), fhould enter upon the drudgery of 
teaching writing ; and ftill more furprifing is it, that from this 
bufinefs, he fhould become a japanner, build an elegant houfe, 
Jaunch a chariot, the pannels of which were covered with paint. 
ing (a fort of pattern-card in his trade), and live in the cafe and 
refpeCtability of an affluent charaéter. With the bufinefs of a 
japanner he united that of a printer; to which latter he was led 
from a pure love of letters, and an ambition to diftinguith him. 
felf in an art, which he juftly thought faperior to every other, 
and which has perpetuated his name, while the perifhable marc. 
rials of his japan ware have mouldered into duft. It is faid he 
was fo faftidioufly nice in his attempts at a perfec? letter, that 
he did not attain the ‘ tvenxa’’ till he had expended nearly 
Sool. of his fortufe. The frecefs of his Virgil emboldened him 
to publith other fimilar produétions, which have been already des 
tailed. In the year 1765 he wifhed to difpofe of all his types) 
and for this purpofe correfponded with his friend Dr. Franklin, 
at Paris; but the fcheme did not fucceed. Whether the fale of 
his publications was too dull to reimburfe the expencés incurred 
in eftablifhing his office, or whether he was tired or difgufted 
with his new employment, or whether clofe application to it in. 
jared his health and warned him to feek other avocations, is not 
known—certain it is, that he tried every expedient to difpofe of 
his printing materials, and too certain it is, that the caprice or 
inattention of our bookfellers of both the univerfities, indaced 
them celdly to reject every overture on the fubje¢t: this is the 
more extraordinary, as he was permitted to print an Englith 
Bible and Greek Teftament with the concurrence, in part, of 
both univerfities. Four years after the death of Bafkerville, 
which event took place in 1775, thefe types were purchafed by 
a literary fociety at Paris, for 37001." ** Thus,” ‘fay the bio- 
graphers of this printer, “ have we to reproach ourfelves with 


the 
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the banifhment of Ifaac Voffius’s library, Lord Orford’s collec. 
tion of pictures (commonly known by the name of the ‘ Hough. 
ton collection’), and Bafkerville’s incomparable collection of 
¢ Sad 

me Bafkerville is faid to have been fmall in ftatnre, and fond 
of making the moft of his figure by coftly drefs, and a ftately 
deportment. He was cheerful and benevolent; at times. ex- 
tremely idle, but of an inventive turn, and prompt to patronize 
ingenuity in others: he retained the traces of a handfome man 
even during the laft twenty-five years of his life; and his civi- 
lity to ftrangers gained him the eiteem of all who came to in- 
{pect his office. Although he printed a fumptuous Englith Bible 
and Greek Teftament, he is fuppofed to have entertained gn aver- 
fion to Chriftianity ; and with this view he directed his remains 
to be interred in a maufoleum in his own grounds. The typo. 
graphy of Bafkerville is eminently beautiful—his letters are in 
general of a flender and delicate form, calculated for an oftavo 
or even quarto, but not fufficiently bold to fill the fpace of an 
imperial tolio, as is evident from a view of his great Bible. He 
united, in a fingularly happy manner, the elegance of Plantin, 
with the clearnefs of the Elzevirs: his 4to. and 12mo. Vitgil, 
and fmall Prayer-book, or 12mo. Horace of 1762, fufficiently 
confirm the truth of this remark. He feems to have been ex. 
tremely curious in the choice of his paper and ink: the former 
being in general the fruit of Dutch manufacture, and the latter 
partaking of a peculiarly foft luftre bordering on purple. In his 
Jtalic letter, whether capital or fmall, I think he ftands un- 
rivalled: fach elegance, freedom, and perfect fymmetry, being in 
vain to be looked for among the f{pecimens of Aldus and Coli- 
nzus. In erudition, correétnefs, or in the multiplicity of valu. 
able publications, he is not to be compared with Bowyer: 
there are fome even who indifcriminately defpife all his editions 
of the claffics; but his 4to. and 12mo. editions of Virgil and 
Horace defend him from the feverity of this cenfure, Upon the 
whole, Bafkerville was a truly original artift; he ftruck out a 
new method of printing in this country, and may be confidered 
as the feunder of that luxuriant ftyle of typography which at 
prefent fo generally prevails ; and which feems to have nearly 
attained perfection in the neatnefs of Wuirtinenam, the ele- 
gance of Buimer, and the fplendour of Benstey.”’ Vol. ii. 


P- 335 


We are decidedly of opinion that no bibliographical col- 
leftion can be complete without. Mr. Dibdin’s volumes, 
which are, independent of the folid information they contain, 
frequently enlivened by literary anecdote, and rendered 
generally interefting by great variety of obfervation and 
acuteneis of remark. 
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Art. VII. Poems by Mr. Polwhele. In Three Volumes. 
12mo. 15s. Cadell and Davies. 1806. 


HS ingenious author has feveral times appeared before us 
as a poet, and always with credit * ; yet we do not*fcruple 
to fay, that he goes on to improve in hisart. The prefent 
volumes, which are by no meansa republication of former 
poems, except in a few inflances, exhibit more accuracy 
of ftyle and expreffion, and in all refpef&ts a more careful 
finifh, than thofe which we have formerly perufed. -Of the 

refent publication, the firft volume contains a poem en- 
titled the Englifh Orator, in four books. The firft of thefe 
is on the general fubjeét of Eloquence; the fecond, on the 
Eloquence of the Bar; the third, on that of the Senate; 
the oust, on that of the Pulpit. It is written in blank 
verfe ; and the lines in which the Oratory of ‘thé late Lord 
Chatham, and his ftill more eloquentfon are charaéterized, 
will give a proper tafte of the fpirit and elegance of the 
poein. 


‘¢ From a galaxy of fpeakers, bright 
With indifcriminated beams, broke forth 
A Cuatuam’s fplendour! Faft the mingled rays 
Of the furrounding orators grew pale 
Fainting into the fkies! Ev’n Windham’s ftar 
Was dim, and Pultney had no luftre there. 
And lo! the flaming fon of genius, bold 
In native independence, and impell’d 
By ftrong ambition, feizes at a grafp 
The comprehenfive fubject, that appears 
Infinitude to vulgar views! His mind 
Original and vaft, his nervous ftrain 
Unlabour’d and irregular, his voice 





— oo 





4 


* See Brit. Crit. vol. ix. p. 671. xi. p. 367. xv. p. 260, 
and other parts of our Work. We are ftill in arrear with fome 
of his profe works, as the continuation of his Hiftory of De- 
vonfhire, (fee Brit. Crit. xiii. 420, and xiv. 483) and we per. 
ceive that an Affize Sermon, preached and publifhed in 1801, 
was altogether overlooked. It is now too late to introduce it 
as an article to be reviewed, but we will fubjoin the title of it: 
** A Sermon preached at the Affizes held for the County of 
Cornwall, at rane on Tuefday, the 4th of Auguft, 180r, 
&c... By the Rev, R. Polwhele, &c. 12mo. 24 pp. 15. 6d. 
Cadell and Co.’’ 5 
Commanding, 
6 
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Commanding, his eye cloth’d with lightnings, ftern 
His afpeét, and terrific, as the frown 
Of heav’n—fublimiry his every nod 
Attended, proud of het mmiftrant powers ! 
* Twas thus Themiftocles the Athenian tribes 
Struck with amazement, as his eager mind 
Intuitive disdain’d the fofter arts 
Of rhetoric, trufting to its ftrength alone! 
But Chatham, though not verfatile as great 
Could ev’n effufe the infinuating tones 
Of fweetnefs, with fo exquifite a grace, 
That his enchanted auditory hung 
Upon his breath repofing, as the wave 
In placid ftillnefs refts upon the fhore ! 
** Yet was he not accomplifh’d. Nature gave 
With prodigality a mental boon 
Which every eye aftouifh’d. Yet was art, 
Yet claflic art was wanting there to fmooth 
The afperities of language ; to reftrain 
A copioufnefs o’erflowing the juft bounds 
Of order, and give method to the whole—~ 
One dazzling emanation! Rude, verbofe, 
With incorre€tneffes of ftyle, and words 
Inaceurately plac’d, no fkill he own’d, 
To treat the dry unanimated theme; 
Nor, in the cooler moment, gain the affent 
Of critic judgment to his harfh efflays.”” Vol. i. p. 112. 


Soon after the poet proceeds : 


‘¢ Then be not Chatham’s oratory thine, 
Nor Burke’s; but, blending their perfections, frame 
Such numbers a3 a Chatham’s polifh’d fon 
Might not difdain to own! Though in the bloom 
Of years, yet wifer than matureit age ; 
Clear amidft all the energy of ritih. & 
Ample, yet not prolix, and (as he gains 
The yielding judgment o’er, and captive leads 
The paflions) rich in figures, which he brings,’ 
With nice feleétion, from the fteres of tafte, 
Tocharm imagination. Lo! he towers 
The pride of Albion!” Ib. p. 115. 





The clear and energetic flyle in which thefe charafers 
are delineated gives proof of a poetical eloquence well fuited 
to the fubje& of the poem. The fecond volume is occupied 
by a long poem in heroic couplets, divided into fifteen 
Cantos, entitled ** Sir Allan; or the Knight of expiring 
Chivalry.” The variety of poetical Ryle employed in this 
~ ae. 
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tale, fometimes ferious, but more often lively, affords a 
ftrong teft of the author’s pewers. The whole, being the 
work of fancy, difplays a rich and various imagination ; 
and if the length of the tale be not thought objectionable, 
we know not of any other fault that can impede its popu- 
larity. The defcriptions are often vivid, the fituations well 
imagined, and the verfification free, yet harmonious. 
Having faid this, we forbear to take an extraG@ from a 
connetied narrative, which would be ill underftood from 
fuch a {pecimen. 

The third volume contains a fele€tion of various pieces, 
fome of which have appeared bfore, as the ‘* Ode to the 
Spirit of Frefhnefs,” p. 33; the ‘* Views: of. Greece,’’ 
called before ‘* Grecian Profpeés,” p. 68; and feveral 
idyllia from Theocritus, and other Greek poets, which 
appeared in two volumes, of which the fecond edition, 
announced as correéted, was publifhed in 1792. Thefe 
tranflations have received ffill further correftion fince that 
time, and will confirm the fame of the writer as a f{pirited 
tranflator, They are now removed from the order of the 
Greek editions, and arranged in feveral claffes with other 
poems. From a volume fo various, and in many parts fo 
excellent, we regret that we cannot take more than a fingle 
{pecimen, which, however, is fuch as cannot fail to excite 
curiofity with refpect to the remainder. 


‘To THE RIVER COLY. 1789. 


« Ah! foothing ftream, whofe murmurs clear 
Meet, once again, my penfive car, 

That wand’ reft down thine ofier’d vale, 
Where paffion told her melting tale ; 

Thy evening banks to memory fweet, 

I fondly trace, with pilgrim feet! 

Here, ftealing thro’ the willow thade 

That quiver’d o’er my charming maid, 

Full oft hath youthful ardour preft 
Trembling the bloom on Lawra’s breaft, ; 
While to the languifh of her eyes 

That bofom heav’d and bluh'd in fighs! 
Then every twinkling leaf above 

Seem’d confcious to the breath of love. 
Sudden, the pathway’s eafy flow 

Wav’d in a gentler curve below ; 

Each flower affum’d a foften’d hue, 

And clos’d its cup in brighter dew ! 

Tho’ not the fame thefe views appear, 

As whea I rov’d a lover here; 

I 
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Tho? far from Lavura’s {mile I ftray. 
And flope my folitary way ; 
Yet-—yet, with no cold glance.I fee 
This winding path, that willow tree ; 
Yet, mufing o’er thy channel. bend, 
And in each pebble find a friend ; 
And eager catch, at every pace, 
Of former joys fome fading trace-~- 
Some features of the paft that feem 
The faery painting of a dream ! 
But ah! the twilight thadows fall ; 
Dun evening haftes to darken all : 

A dutkier verdure clothes the dale ; 
T he mofly branches glimmer pale : 
And, Cory! the fair fcene is o’er, 
Thy lovelorg waters mark’d no more !’? Vol, iii. p. 31. 


The claffes into which this third volume is divided will 


give an idea of the variety of its contents. They are eight 


in number. 1. Lyric pieces. 2. Heroick pieces. 3, 
Comic and Mock-heroic pieces. 4. Paftoral pieces. 5. 
Elegiac pieces. 6. Epiitles. Sonnets. 8. Songs, 
Of the latter clafs there are only ow, but the laft, which 
we remember to have feen before, entitled ‘* Sighing Sufan,” 
has all that fimple beauty, which is the beft chara€teriftic of 
fuch compofitions. The clegance and convenient fize of 
thefe volumes, combined with the great diverfity of enter- 
tainment, which they offer, will doubtlefs enfure them cir- 
culation and popularity. 





Art. VIII. 4 praétical Synopfis of the Materia Alimen- 
taria, and Materia Medica: a new Edition, comprifing the 
lateft Improvements in the London, Edinburgh, and Dublin. 
Pharmacopeias. By Richard Pearfon, M D. Member of 
the Royal College of Phyficians, London; and formerly Phy- 
fician to the General Hofpital near Birmingham. 8vo. 
535 pp. 9s.. Murray. 1808. 


THs very ufelul and fcientific work, which at firft was_ 
publifhed anonymoutly, wes noticed by us’ in various 
tegns of its progrefs*, with approbation. It is now avowed 





® Sce Brit. Crit. vol. x. p. 679, and vol. xxii, p. 197. 















‘Dr. R. Pearfon's Pragical Sympfis. 269 


ed by a phyfician of eminence, and appears in an enlarged 
and fork improved form. , The alimentary . articles are 
claffed under the Linnzan arrangement of animal and vege- 
table fubftances, with the addition of the following. Con- 
DIMENTA, A. -Aromatica. .B.; Oleofe. C. Dulcia. D. 
Acida. E, Salina. PotTuLenta. A. Aqua. B. Infuja 
et decodta Vegetabilium. C. Liquores fermentati, et alkehol. 
D. Humores animalium fecreti. E. Infufa et decoéla carnis 
enimalium, Thefe Latin names are alfo rendered:in Eng- 
lith. The Matetia Medica is arranged according” to its 
effe€is on the animal body, under thefe heads :—1. Evacu- 
autia. 2. Emollientia. 3. Antacida. 4. Frigefacientia. 
5. Antifeptica. 6. Adftringentia. 7. Roborantia. 8. Ex. 
citantia, 9. Antifpafmedica, 10. Narcotica. 11, Anthel. 
mintica: and of thefe, the firft has eight fubdivifions, into 
Errhines, Sialagogues, expeftorants, einetics, cathartics, 
diuretics, diaphoretics, emmenagogues. 

It is evident that much experience, as well as much fludy, 
is neceflary to qualify a writer to write with judgment, on 
every thing that 1s taken into the human ftomach, as food or 
medicine; and the author-of this’ work alledges, the expe- 
rience of ,“* upwards of fixteen years, partly in hofpitals, 

artly in private praétice *,” ag.the, means of maturing his 
cnowledge. The ftyle and Manner of the work. cannot 
perhaps better be explained thaff by thowing the reader in 
what manner the whole fubjeét is opened, in the firft part, 
which treats of alimentary fubftances, taken from the ani- 
mal kirigdom. 


* Of the bfuté creation, fome fubfift exclufively on animal, 
others ¢xclufively on vegetable fubftances: And fome, fixed to 
particular fpots of the earth, . feed only upon one kind of animal 
fubftancé, dehete only upon one kind of vegetable matter. Of 
thofe which feed on both Kinds of aliment, the proportion is 
comparatively fmall. ar , 

* Tt is othetwife with mati, Not necefflarily. limited to any 
particular ttaét ofthe globe, but capable. of. living in every 
lime, and fi tly led to feek fubfiftence in countries 
far remote, widely different both in temperature and pro- 
duéts from his own, man enjoys the moft mixed and yaried kind 
of food ; irifomuch that there is fcarcely any clafs of animal or 
vegetable life .whicl is not ttibutary to his fi » But al. 
though the digeftive organs of man are capable tracting now. 
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rifhment from an infinite variety of animals, as well as vege. 
tables; yet it is from the latter (viz. vegetables) that the majo. 
rity of the haman race derive their fubfiftence. The inhabitants 
of the warmer climates, and particularly many nations of the 
Fatt, live almoft wholly on vegetable food. Leaving the tro. 
pics, and proceeding to the higher latitudes, we find the propor. 
tion of animal to vegetable fubftances, ufed as food by man, to 
be greater: and, as we approach the polar circle, we find this 
proportion to increafe Rill farther. In fome of thefe frozen re- 
gions the inhabitants are not accuftomed to the tafte of vege. 
table food during a great part of the year *. 

‘¢ From this difference of food among different people, fome 
philofophers have endeatoured to account for the difference of 
national character. The proverbial bravery of the Englifh has 
been afcribed to the great quantity of flelh-meat which they eat; 
but it cannot be denied that there are other nations not lefs cou- 
rageous, though not equally carnivorous, National charaGer 
depends on other caufes, the further confideration of which does 
not belong to a work of this nature. | 

‘© How much foever the fubftances whether animal or vege- 
table, which are applicable to the fuftenance of man, may differ 
from each other in tafte and other fenfible qualities; yet it ap- 
pears that the notritious fluid (called Chyle) extraéted from fuch 
fubftances by the procefs of digettion, is one and the fame. Hence 
it follows that the different Hinds of food are more or lefs nutri- 
tive, according as they are More or lefs convertible, by the gaf- 
tric juice and other agents of digeftion, into chyle. Now it is 
proved by numerous obfervations, that in equal weights the fic 
of moft quadrupeds (not to mention other animals) 1s more rea- 
dily and completely converted into chyle, by the procefs of di- 
geftion, than any vegetable matter whatever. Hence a animal 
dict is confiderably more nourifhing than a vegetable diet. It 
replenifhes the body faiter, inducing plethora and obefity®  Ani- 
mal food not only yields 4 greater proportion of chyle than 
vegetable aliment, but at the fame time proves more ftimulant 
and heating; on which account, although it imparts more imme- 
diate vigour, yet it is certain that-it exhaufts the conftiurtion fo 
mach the fooner. Accordingly the moft remarkable inftances of 
longevity occur amongit thole poople who live chiefly or wholly 
(as the Brahmins do) upon vegetable fubftances. But on the 
whole a mixed diet, partly animal and partly vegeteble, is that 
which is beft adapred to thofe who live in temperate climates. 
(Haller de Vicw Salubri ex Animalibus et Vegetabilibus tem- 
perando. ) 


— — 





ae This is the cafe with the imaux, and with the inha- 
bitants of Greenland, Lapland, and Kamefchatka,’’ 


« From 
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« From the properties of an animal diet above mentioned, it 
will be eafily feen in what cafes it is ufeful, and in what hurtful, 
It is ufeful in various cafes of afthma and dyfpepfia in cachectie, 
chlorotic, and diabeti¢ cafes; in rickets and {crophula; in worm. 
cafes; and in certajn chronic difeafes of the fkin, in which, from 
a miftaken affociation of thefé difeafes with fcurvy, animal food 
- js too frequently interdigted. It is hurtful in all cafes of ative 
inflammation; in all diforders of the head and lungs, connected 
with a fulnefs of the veffels of thofe parts; and in bilious and 
calculous cafes. And generally thofe who Jead a ftudious and 
fedentary life thould be cautious of indulging too freely in the 
ufe of animal food. It fhould further be mentioned that perfons 
going from northern or temperate latitudes, to fouthern or tro- 
pical climates, fhould abftract from their cuftomary, aslowance 
of flefh-meat, and habituate themfelves to a larger proportion of 
vegetable food. 

** Tt has been already remarked that the flefh of certain quad. 
rupeds yields the greateft quantity of chyle, in other words is 
the moft nutritious of all kinds of animal food; but the relative 
nutrimental powers of the component parts of fuch fiefh-meat, 
viz. of gelatine, albumen, fibrin or oil, have not been exactly 
afcertained by any experiments on digeftion hitherto made, We 
only knew that the fiefh of young animals, which contains a 
greater proportion of gelatine, and a Jefs proportion of fibrin, is 
generally not fo digeftible as the fleth of the fame fpecies of ani- 
mals when come to the adult ftate*. This is particularly the 
cafe with veal, which moreover from its tendency to acidity dif- 
agrees with many weak ftomachs. It may further be remarked 
that white meats are Jefs ftimulant, as well as lefs nutritious, 
than brown meats. In moderate quantities, the fat part of meat, 
when not rendered enppyreumatic by over-roafting, 1s wholefome 
and exceedingly nourifhing, Not only is there a confiderable 
difference in regard to digeftibility between the flefh of old and 
youpg animals, but alfo between the fleflh of wild and domettic 
animals; the former being more readily and completely diffolved 
in the gaftrjc amd enteric juices, than the latter. Hence venifon 
is efteemed thé lightefi and moft nutritious of all kinds of ani. 











—_——— eee —_e 


_* « When it thall be afcertainedl which of the above-men- 
tioned component parts of flefh.meat yiclds in equal weight, and 
under circumftances in all other refpééts the fame, the greateft 
proportion of chyle; fome fteps will be made towards determin. 
ing which more efpecially of the elementary principles, azote, 
hydrogen, oxygen, carbon, (befides earthy matter, &¢.) into 


which thofe cc mponent parts are refolved by chemical analyfis, - 


contributes to nutrition, wt prefent all uiat has*been advanced 
on this fubject is mere conjeture.’’ 
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mal food. For the fame reafon the pheafant and partridge a 
omg to the domeftic fowl. Flefh-meat which has been kept 
or fome time is more readily diffolved in the ftomach, and is 
more ftimulant than that which is eaten immediately after the 
anishal is killed. But when kept till it acquires a ftrong fmelf, 
it lofes much of its nutrimental properties, and indeed ceafes to 
he whdlefome to man, It is fcarcely neceflary to remark that — 
falted meat is much lefs digeftible and much lefs nutritious than 
that which is freth. 

“« In regard to cogkery, roaft meat is more readily digefted, 
and in equal weight yields a greater quantity of nourifhment thas 
boiled; many of the nutritive parts of the latter being diffolved 
in the water. It is obvious that, if in the operations of roafting 
and boiling, too much heat is applied, the food fo overdone, 
inftead of being rendered more digeftible and more nutritious, 
becomes lefs fo: In the procefs of maceration, or ftewing, there 
is no lofs of alimentary matter, as the nutritious juices which 
are extracted from the mufcular fubftance or flefh, are collected 
in the liquor employed on the occafion, and ferved up along with 
the meat. ‘This mode of cookery is well adapted to fupply the 

lace of maftication, and to factlitate digeftion, in perfons who 
Live loft their teeth and are far advanced in years. 

*¢ In all the inftances above mentioned the fibrous fubftance 
itfelf of the meat is eaten, as well as its juices: but as the fibrous 
fubftance is too heavy, or difficult to be digefted, to fome weak 
and difordered ftomachs, this inconvenience is remedied by ano- 
ther culinary procefs; viz. by making concentrated decoétions of 
ficth-meat, termed Soups (fee Porutexta); in which all the 
foluble parts of the flefh meat are extracted by boiling water, 
le: ving a refiduum of fibrous matter, which is thrown away. 
Thefe concentrated decoétions of animal fubftances, when not 
rendered too ftimulant by the addition of fpices, are only fur. 
pafled in nutritive power by the gravy of boiled and roafted 
meats. But thefe, and the weaker deco@ions termed broths, 
will be more particularly noticed hereafter. 

“€ Refpecting the artificial preparation of animal food we may 
further remark, that for healthy and aétive conftitutions the 
fimpleft modes of cookery are the beft—thofe in which it is pree 
fented in its entire and undiffolved ftate ; for though moft of the- 
nutritious particles of animal matter are foluble in water, yet all 
that is convertible iato chyle by the a¢tion of the gaftric and 
enteric juices, is not.’” P. tr. 


As fome of the moft remarkable foods are prepared from 
the animals of the clafs of Amphibia, we fhall alfo take a fpe- 


crmen from that, inchiding the Englifhman’s luxury, turtle, 
aful that of foreigners, the frog. 


‘© Testupe 
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“ Testupo Mydas, The Green Turtle, Eaten moderatety 
it proves nutritious, but abounding with fat, it is not very eafy 
of digeftion. ‘The foup which is commonly prepared from it, 
is, by reafon of the fpice which is added to it, exceedingly ftimu- 
lant; but the fimple decottion or broth (jus teftudinis) is demul. 
cent and reftorative, and has been found beneficial in phthifical 
and hettic cafes. : 

““ Testupo ferox. The fieth of this fpecies is faid to be 
better flavoured than that of the preceding. In other refpetts 
its properties are the fame. 

“ Testupo greca. The Land Turtle, or Land Tortoife. 
The flefh of this is fomewhat inferior to that of the fea or green 
turtle; it is much ufed in Italy and the Levant for making foups 
and broths; ‘The eggs are nearly as good as hen’s eggs, and 
make excellent omelettes. | 

 € Rawacfculenta. ‘The edible Frog, or Green Water Frog. 
The white flefh upon the thighs of this {pecies of frog, is much 
eaten in France, Italy, and fome parts of Germany: It taftes 
fomewhat like the flefh of a chicken; but affords very little nu. 
triment. Frog’s broth (jus ranarum) is prefcribed by the French 
and Italian phyficians in confumptive cafes; in which, however, 
it feems to have no advantages over chicken broth.” P. go. 


The account of alimentary fubftances extends to p. 116: 
the reft contains the Materia Medica. Of courfe this is the 
moft important part of the work ; and the quantity of medi- 
cal reading which it evinces, is highly credwtable to the 
author. When it happens, as is frequently the cafe, that 
the fame medicine is applied to different complaints, refe. 
rences are made to the place where it is principally treated; 
and the whole arrangement, with the aid of the indexes, is 
completely fatisfa€tory. Of this part we cannot give, per- 
haps, a more ufeful fpecimen than by citing the author's 
epinion of a medicine lately much difcuffed, the Nitrous 
Acid, for the cure of Syphilis. 


‘* It would have been a happy event for maskind, as many and 
ferious evils arife from the abufe of mercury, if this new remedy 
had ftood the teft of more extenfive trials; but unfortunately it 
has not fucceeded in other hands; as appears from the facts ftated 
by Mr. Blair (Effays on the Venereal Difeafe, Part 1. and 11, 
1799, 1800) and by Mr. John Pearfon, Surgeon to the Lock 
Hofpital (Obfervations ‘on the Effefts of various articles in the 
Materia Medica in the cure of the Lucs Venerea, 1800.) Thefe 
gentlemen affert, that in the majority of cafes of confirmed fy. 
philis, the nitric acid affords but little relief; and that in thofe 
inftances in which it has caufed the fymptoms to difappear for a 
time, they have afterwards returned; thus producing only a 
temporary and fallacious cure. It cannot, therefore, they con- 
! U3 tend, 
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tend, fuperfede the ufe of mercaty in the venereal difeate ; although 
in fome inftances it may be advantagebufly given in cOnjunttion 
with that metal ; or after a mercurial courfé, for the removal of 
weaknefs and certain painful affections of which fuch’ patients 
often complain, Temperature has a furprifing influence on che. 
mical agents of this nature; fo that it is net. incorceivable that 
in the warm climates of the Eaft and Weft-Indiés, the nittic 


acid may fupprefs or remove yetieteal affections which tefitt ir 
here."’ Ps 397. ‘ 


As Dr. P. does not mention the Ratania, or Rihatania 
root, recommended by Dr. Reece*, we prefumme that he has 
not examined i» qualities ot effeéts. We conclude by re- 

t 


commending the work of Dr. Pearfon, as a Synopfis of the 
moft ufeful and mafterly kind. 


. 





Art. IX. A Letter on the Abolition 4 the Slave Trade; 
Addreffed to the Freeholders and ather Inhabitants of York- 
Pire. By W. Wilberforce, Efq. 8vo. 396 pp. 6s. 
Cadell and Davies, . 1807, 


GINCE the publication of this Letter the benevolent ex-— 


ertions of its author have been crowned with complete 
fuccefs. Admirable, therefore, as it certainly is, both for 
the cogency of its arguments, and. the energy of it’s Jan- 
guage, the intereft now felt in the perufal arifes no longer 
from our hopes or fears of the event, but from the circum 
ftances of its being a full record of the author's feelings, re- 
{pe€ting this objeét of his purfuit ;. and of the reafonings by 
which - fo ably maintained, and has at length finally efta- 
blifhed, the caufe of humanity and juftice. , 
Mr. Wilberforce firft fets forth the difficulties that occur 
fed in procuring évitence again the Slave Trade; and 
remarks that, notwithftanding thofe difficulties, much oral 
teftimony of the moft valuable kind Was obtained, and much 
information wa’ derived, from the publications of feveral 
erfoiis Who, at different periods, had refided in Africa, and 
rom the accounts of travellers, in that country, at the head 
_ Of whom he jultly places Mr. Parke, From all thefe tefti- 
monies, he points out the principal fources from which the 
flave market is furnifhed with its {upplies, fach as regular 
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* See Brit, Crit. xxix, p. 448, 
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wars, predatory expeditions, village breaking, pangaring, or 
nada the io oy of juice, naive’t daperhi, 
tions, (which produce frequent charges of witchcraft) famine, 
(which reduces perfons to fell themfelves or their children) 
and infolvency, The evils which arife fronr fuch a fyftem, 
the temptations held out by the flave fa€tors, and the cruel 
oppreffions which are, in confequence, ‘prattifed in thofe 
countries, are_reprefented with great force, and, we fear, 
with eqnal truth; and the guther concludes this reprefen- 
tation with a farcible remark, that, 


‘© By keeping in a perpetual ftate of infecurity, of perfon and 
property, the whole of the diftri€t which is vifited by Buropeans, 
we maintain an impaflable barrier on that fide, through which 
alone any rays of the religious and'moral light, and focial im- 

rovements of our happier quarter of the globe, might penetrate 
into the interior, and thus lock up the whole of that vaft con. 
tinent in its prefent ftate.of wretchednefs and darknefs,’’ 


Thence he infers that there can be no natural death of the 
Slave Trade, fince it provides for its own indefinite con- 
tinuance. He juftly flates it as io {mall aggravation of our 
guilt, that ‘* we, who are the prime agents in this traffic of 
wickednefs andblood, are ourfelves the mott free, enlight- 
ened, and happy people that eyer exifted upon earth.” 
' Even the Mahometans; it is afterwards remarked, have im- 
parted fome ceaytal and civilization to the Africans; 
and Chriftianity and Mahometanifm appear to have changed 
characters in that country. 

The benevolent author then takes a view of the evidence 
by which the above flatements are eftablifhed; which, as it 
is generally known, aud admitted to be conclufive on the 
feveral pomts in queftion, we fhall not here detail, He 
next adverts to, and refutes, the contrary evidence of his 
opponents. ” 

He then difcuffes the feveral pleas againft the abolition, 
confidering, firft, fuch of them as are included in the Afri- 
can divifion of the fubje&t, previoufly to the confideration of 
that which he terms the Weft-Indian branch. The doétrine 
laid down {in a more or lefs extent) by fo many fpeakers 
and writers againft the abolition, that “ the negroes are an 
iuferior race of beings,” is fully examined, and (in our 
opinion) confuted, by the moft authentic teftimonies, The 
author, in a long hiftorical deduétion, fufficiently accoumits 
tor the circumftance of their not having attained a He de- 
gree Of SEEN | and fhows that ur-‘er many difadvan- 
tages they have made ter advancements towards it than 


perhaps any other uncivilized people on earth. 
U 4 The 
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The argument that the ‘* negroes are at home ina worfe 
fiate of flavery,”” is next adverted to, and ‘refuted, by fhow- 
ing from the beft authorities, and particularly from that of 
Mr. Parke, that the flavery of Africa is in general a fpecies of 
feudal, or rather of patriarchal, vaffalage.' The pretext that 
the flaves brought to the coaft, if not fold, would be maffa. 
cred, is alfo fhown to have no juft foundation. 

The author next adverts to the ftate of flaves during the 
middle paflage; and makes it clear, that although its evils 
have been mitigated by the aét introduced by Sir W. Dol- 
ben, ftill ‘‘ many of the fufferings of thofe wretched beings 
are of a fort for which no legiflatiye regulations can provide 
a remedy.’’ He notices alfo the obje€tions made to the 
Middle Paffage Bill, while it was depending, and the pro- 

shecies that it would ruin the trade; yet it is now acknow, 

Jedged ‘* that the meafure has eminently contributed to the 
intereft of every one of the parties concerned.” He then 
combats, with great effeét, the grand allegation of the Weft- 
Indians, ** that the ftock of flaves yeaa, ws kept up without 
importations,”’ firft by prefumptive arguments, drawn from 
the univerfal experience of all other countries; next by re- 
capitulating the proofs that have been produced againft the 
truth of that propofition. Thefe reiete are arranged under 
three diftinét heads, and fhow—Firft, that the sbufes anid the 
obftru€tions to the natural increafe which prevail, were ful 
ficient to account for a rapidly decreafing population. 

Secondly, that the decreafe which had been confiderable 
a century ago, had been gradually diminifhing, till there was 
reafon to believe it had intirely ceafed. 

Thirdly, that if the abufes which now prevail fhould be — 
materially mitigated, we might confidently anticipate a rapid 
increafe in future. 

Under the firft of thefe heads we have a long and affeét- 
ing catalogue of the vices of the Weft-Indian-fyftem, which 
oyr limus will not permit us to detail. 

To prove the [econd propofition, the author relies on the 
Report laid before’ Parliament refpefting the population of 
our feveral Weft-India iflands ; by which it appears, that in 
Jamaica (by far the largeft of them) the excefs of deaths 
above the births of flaves was, from the year 1698 to 1750, 
34 per cent.; in the period from 1730 to 1755, 24 per cent.; 
from 1755 to 1768, 1} per cent.; and from }768 to 1787, 
only one per cent.; fo that the ratio of decreafe had been 
continually leffening ; and even this lofs of one per cent. 
was itfelf accounted for, by an extraordinary ferics of hurri- 
canes and confequent famines; and it alfo included the lofs 
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on all the Africans who were imported during that period. 
Iu Barbadoes ‘alfo it appears, that the annual lofs of flaves 
has of late been under one per cent. All circumftances 
confidered, he infers, with great probability, that the whole 
number of {laves is at length a€tually on the increafe. 

To maintain the third propofition (which, as tt is allowed 
muft reft on probable inference) Mr. Wilberforce argues 


that, 


«¢ If the many exifting abufes would account for a great annual 
decreafe, yet there has been no decreafe at all, or a very {mall 
one; it clearly follows, that, if the prevailing abufcs could be 
done away, or even confiderably mitigated, we might anticipate 
in future a great and rapid annual increafe.’’ 


The obje@tions to the propofed abolition are then dif. 
tinétly, and (to us) fatisfaétorily anfwered ; particularly that 
which appeared the moft {pecious, namely, that *‘ the co- 
operation of the colonial Legiflatures was neceffary.”’ * The 
author contends, that thofe Legiflatures are neither able, nor 
likely ever to be willing, to effeét the abolition by regulations 
as to the detail of management of flaves. The queftion,: 
he fhows, has been brought to the teft of experiment, and 
the endeavour has utterly failed. Indeed the language of 
the Colonial Legiflatures themfelves, (as cited in this work) 
and the conduét of the Colonifls, decifively prove Mr. Wil- 
berforce’s affertion, He remarks juftly, in this place, that 
the legal protection of flaves in an abject flate of flavery, is 
either impraéticable or unfafe ; impracticable, becaufe regu- 
lations whjch apply to extreme cafes of ill treatment, or 
enormous cruelty, are not applicable to thofe particulars of 
treatment which are conflant and fyftematic, fuch as under- 
feeding, over-working, and other general vices of manage- 
ment; unfafe, ee in fuch cafes, the interpofition of 
anew tribunal of appeal, checking the mafter’s authority, 
would, in practice, be found produétive “ not only of dif- 
content, infukofdination, and commotions on private pro-~ 
perties, but of the molt fatal confequences to the fafety of the 
whole colony.”” He fupports this opinion by obfervations 
which appear to us perfeéily juft, and infers that 


‘* There is no alternative, no practical medium, between keep- 
ing the flaves in their prefent ftate of we ypenss and intro. 
ducing the milder fyftem, or what may be termed patriarchal 
vaffalage, (to which the abolition is an indifpenfable preliminary) 
as the ftate of training and difcipline for a condition in which 
they may be fafely admitted to a ftill more advanced enjoyment 
of perfonal and civil rights,”” P. 298. 

He 
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He argues at length, and with great force, that when ail 
further-importations are flopped, the flave market no longer 
holding forth any refource, the neceflity for keeping up the 
ftock would at once become palpable and urgent, and both 
proprietors and managers of eftates would attend, in the firh 
inftance, to the prefervation and increafe of their negroes, 

The author proceeds to point out the reafons for pre- 
ferring immediate to gradual abolition, and to anfwer the 
charge againft the abolitionifls of inconfiftency, in not pro- 

ofing the immediate emancipation of the Weft-India flaves. 

he objection that the propofed abolition would prove in- 
jurious to our trade and manufa€tures, is alfo.(we think) 
fatisfattorily anfwered; as is the allegation, that it would 
occafion a lofs to our marine. So far is this from being 
the cafe, that the lofs of feamen employed in the {lave trade 
is far more confiderable, than that which occurs in any other 
branch of commerce, and is injurious to our maritime 
ftrerfgth and power. Two other objeétions to the abolition, 
fuch as that ** foreign nations would {till carry on the trade,” 
that “‘ we had encouraged the Weft-Indians to engage. in 
‘colonial fpeculations, and that thefe {peculations could’ not 
be carried on without African labourers,” are here recited. 
and ‘* refuted ;”’ as is the argument drawn from the practice 
of the Jews, and their being allowed to take bondmen and 
bondwomen out of the nations around them; the probable 
grounds of this inftitution are ftated, its limitations pointed 
out, and the virtual abrogation of it by the Chriftian dil- 
penfation clearly proved. 

Some additional confiderations are next mentioned, which 
enforce the neceflity of abolition; fuch as the great and in- 
creafing danger of infurrettions arifing from the large im- 
portations of negroes from Africa, continually increafing 
the difproportion between the blacks and whites, the leflon 
taught themi by the fuccefsful infurreétion in St. Domingo, 
and the drain to our population by the difeafes to which our 
army and navy are expofed in the Weft-Indies. 

The amhor then takes a fummary view of the miferies 
produced by the Slave Trade, the calamities, dire@ly or in- 
dire€tly, inflied on the continent of Affica, the various 
evils of the Middle Peflage, the fufferings of the failors 
themfelves, who are oftcn treated with extreme barbarity, 
the moral injury which our country fuflains from the num- 
ber of perfons who are rendered ferocious and unfecling, by 
the hardening nature of their conftant occupation, and the 
vaft {cene ot mifery which may be placed to the account o! 
the Slave Trade in the Weft-Indies. Above all he prefles 
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os out eonfideration the mortal evils both of the Slave Trade, 
aid of the fyftem of WeltIndian flavery. To: illuftrate 
chi in detail, Mt. W. takes afigndividual negro, and follows 
him through all his fucceffive Mages of fuffening. The nar- 
rative is traly affecting. 


«¢ Conceive, if you can, the agdny with which; ‘as he is hur. 
ried away by his unfeeling captors, he looks back upon the native 
village whiclecontains his wite apd children who are left: behind; 
or, {uppofing them to have been catried off alfo, with which he 
fees theit fufferings, and looks fotward to the dreadful future ; 
while his owh angwifh i$ augmented by witnefling theirs. Ac. 
company him through his long and painful march {0 the coaft ; 
behold him, when the powers of nature are almof exhautted™ by 
fatigue and affliction, urged forward like a brute by the lath, or, 
with fill more bittérnefs of fuffering, feeing the fainting powers 
of his wretched wife or daughter roufed into frefh exertions by 
the fame favage djfcipline*. Behold him next brought on fhip. 
board, and delivered over to men, whofe colour, appearance, 
language, are all ftrange to him, while every object around mutt 
excite terror.. If his wretched family have hot been brought 
away witlg him, he is tormented by the confcioufnefs that they 
are left deftituie and unprotected, and that his eyes will fee them 
no more, If his wife and daughter have been carried off with 
him, he fees them dragged away to another patt of the hip, 
while he is debarred from their fociety, and often even from the 
fight of them; what mult be his anguith, from being confcious 
not only that they ate faffering many of the fame evils as him. 
felf, but ftill mote, from, knowing that they ate expofed to all 
thofe brutalities, the i of which muft be moft cutting to a 
hufband or a fathet ; ile his mifery becomes more intenfe, 
from the confcioufnefs that they are clofe to him, though he caus 
not alleviate their mifery, or protect their weaknefs, 

*« See our wretched-family, or individaal, arriving at the def. 
tined port; and then call to mind the abominations of the fale of 
a negro catgo, See the wretched individual, or family, expofed 
naked like brutes, and the fame methods taken as with their 
fellow brutes, to afcertain whether or not their limbs and mem. 
bers are perfe&t. See them forced to jump or dance, to prove 
their agility ; or, ftill more affecting, fee them afraid, each lett 
the other only fhould be bought by fome particular purchafer, 
and therefore difplaying their agility, while their hearts are 
wrung with anguifh, in order to mduce the buyer to take them 
both. Perhaps the different branches of the family may be 
bought by different owners; they may probably be taken to dif- 
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ferent iflands, and the poor hope-of wearing away tegether the 
wretched remainder of their lives is difappointed; or, if they 
are purchafed together, fee themaaken home to the eftate, and 
entering upon their courfe of Taborious and bitter degradation ; 
while, looking forward to the future, not a fingle ray of hope 
breaks in to cheer the profpeét, no hope of any alleviation of 
drudgery or degradation for them or for their children, for ever! 
Suppofe our wretched Slave at length reduced to the level of his 
condition, and, either with his own family or withia new one, 
fuppofe him to have his hard lot in fome little meafure mitigated 
by a very flight tafte of domeftic and focial comforts. It might 
well be thought, that, except for the hardfhips and fufferings in. 
feparable from fuch a ftate of flavery, where even the neceiflaries 
of ihfe muft depend on an owner’s affluence, in a country where 
we know that an immenfe majority are extremely embaraffed in 
their affairs—the bitternefs of death would be now paft; but a 
negro Slave does not die fo eafily ; again probably, poflibly again 
a again, he is to be fubjected to the brutalities of a fale, and 
to the pains of feparation from all that are moft dear to him*, 
He is taken perhaps to form a new fettlement, and forced to the 
fevere labour of clearing land, in a peftilential foil and climate, 
without any of thofe little accommodations which ingenious and 
induftrious poverty might in a courfe of years have collected 
around him, in his old habitation. ‘This, however, if a fevcre 
is ftill a fhort fuffering, from which death foon releafes him, and 
is far preferable to the fad fate of thofe, who linger out the tedi. 
ous remainder of life, feparated from all who have known them 
in their better days, and without any of thofe kindly props te 
lean upon, which the merciful ordaiper of all things has pro- 
vided, for fuftaining the weaknefs, aifiapritigatin the forrows 
of age. ‘To look around, and to fee a fingle face pf friend- 
fhip or relationfhip, no eye to cheer, no ftaff to lean upon; furely 
the comfortlefs clofe of fuch a Negro’s comfortlefs lafe, though 
not of equal intenfity of fuffering with many of the evils of the 
former fcenes through which he has paffed, is yet, from the deep 
tinge and uniform melancholy of its colouring, as affetting a 
tate, to the humane mind, as any whatever in a life abounding 
in all the varieties of humao wretchednefs.”” P. 341. 


No lefs interefting is the general conclufion of the work ; 
in which the author, juftly we hope, afferts that 


«« Few, if one fingle man, would be found t6 fupport the 
Slave Trade, were it poflible to bring before each individual who 





* « Let it be confidered what immenfe numbers of Negroes 


have of late years been remoyed from our older iflands to Tri- 
nidad, or to Guiana.’’ 


might 
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might vote for its continuance, his own fpecific thare of the 
whole mafs of crimes and miferics.’’ 


He adds the awful confideration, that ‘ the exa& amount 
will one day be known.”’ 

An Appendix is fubjoined, containing fome important 
extratts from the Evidence before Parliament. 

Such is the faint outline of a work, in which the bene- 
volent and fincerely Chriftian writer has brought into one 

int of view his motives and his reafonings, in the purfuit 
of this great objeét of his life. Happily it is now valuable, 
chiefly as a record for pofterity, as vindicating the motives 
of the excellent author, againft various unworthy and un- 
grounded imputations, and as being a complete and well- 
digefled record of thofe proofs and thofe arguments by 
which the deliverance of a Jarge portiOn of mankind has 
been effe€ted, by which the only great ftain on the Britifh 
charatter is at length, and we truft for ever, done away. 





Art. X. An Abridgment of the Light of Nature purfued, 
by Abraham Tucker, Efq. originally publifhed in hod Vo- 
lumes, under the Name of Edward Search, Efq. 8vo. 
529 pp. 12s. Johnfon. 1807. 


THE high charafter given by Dr. Paley of Tucker’s Light 

of Nature purfued has induced many perfons to enter on 
¢ perufal of that work, who have bs been prevented frém 
completing the tafk by its intolerable prolixity. A judicious 
sbadehiom of it wouJd therefore be an acceptable prefent to 
the reflecting part of the public; though, tedious as T ucker’s 
ityle is, we hardly think it poflible to condenfe al/ that is of 
importance in his feven volumes into one of equal fize. 
The doubts excited in our minds by this circumftance were 
not, we confefs, removed, when, on preset preface, 
we found that this Abridgment had been made by the author 
of An Effay on the Principles of Human Aétion*, That pre- 
face fhows indeed, that he, by whom it was written, knows 


well how an abridgment of fuch a work as The Light of 


Nature purfued ought to be made; but the principles dil- 
played in his own mor are fo different from thofe of Tucker 
4 Paley, that we felt it difficult to diveft ourlelves of all 





Te er 
* See Brit. Crit. Vol. xxviii. p. 536. 
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apprehenfion, that the meaning of the original might be oc. 
honey mifreprefented. ‘The rule by which he profeffes 
to have conduéted himfelf we readily ms to be excellent; 
but, without fufpefting him of intentionally deviating from 
it, we could not but refleét that {peculative men are all liable 
to have their underftandings more or lefs perverted by partial 
fondnefs for their own theories. ony 

Thefe refleétions,. we are aware, may be deemed \unfa- 
vourable to that impartialuy by which a reviewer ought to 
be guided in all.ts reports, and by which, we are willing to 
believe, that the Britifh Critic has been always diftin. 
guifhed. ‘To prevent, therefore, the poffibility of prejudice 
on our part, we determined to banifh from our minds all re. 
colleétion of the opinions inculcated in the fay an Human 
Aflion; to read the volume before us with the clofeft at- 
tention ; to form oir judgment of it as of the original work 
of an author, appearing before us for thie firft time ; and then 
to compare it, book by book, with the voluminous work, 
of which it profeffes to contain “ all that we fhould with to 
recolle&t.”” On trial however we found it abfolutely beyond 
our power to keep our attention fixed through all the ver- 
bofity, ufelefs repetuions, end extravagant fimiles of Tucker's 
feven volumes; and thegefore we will not pronounce with 
perfect confidence, that ane or two affertions which we have 
attributed to the abridger, may not be found in the original, 
though, buried in rubbith, they may have efcaped our notice. 
We truft however, that the report which we haye to make 
of the voliune before ys, will enable the reader to form an 
eftimate fufliciently correti, as well of Tucker’s work as 
ot this abftratt ef at, and that we thall be acquitted of. pre- 
judice againft either. 

The Abridgment of the Light of Nature purfued covliills 
of five books, to which is prefixed an Introduction, con- 
taining very little that carat prefent be generally interefling, 
In the days of Tucker, the*controverfies which were agitated 
among metaphybcians-were not, as now, between theifm 
and @fbej, but between natural and revealed religion, oF 
between philefopbical deifm and Chi iiianity; and to put ap 
end to thefe controverfies was the laudable objec whach he 
‘profeffes to have had in view. 


“© Both believers and unbelievers,” fays he, “ wilf admit, 
that there are certain truths difcernible by our own fagacity, 


that reafon is of fome advantage to us, and that-we fioukd make 
the beit ufe of it in our power, I propofe therefore to try what 


may be done by the exercife of our reafon, either for the ad- 
vancenint of knowledge Or guidance of our condud?, without 
1 retending 














Abridgment of Tucker's Light of Nature. 283 


pretending to determine beforehand, whether we can furnith our- 
felves in this way with every thing for which we have occafion. 
And it is to be prefumed, that fuch an attempt cannot juftly 
offend either party ; if reafon be fufficient, how can we do better 
than Miten to her voice; and if not, how can this be better 


evinced than by putting her to the trial ?’’ (Intr. p. 40.) 


To fuch an inquiry, conduéted with candour and mo- 
deftly, no obje&tion can indeed be urged ; and whether it has 
been fo conduéted in this Abridgement, it is our bufinefs 
now to alcertain. 

Of the firlt book the arrangement might certainly have 
been improved, but it is the saranpemens of the original ; 
and for reafons, which, we think, will by and by be perteétly 
obvious, fome of the author’s pi aig might have been 
judicieufly omitted, as they tend only to obfcure the reafon- 
ings, which they were employed to illuftrate. The book itfelf, 
which is entitled Of the Human Mind, confifts of eleven 
chapters, treating, 1. of the Faculties of the Mind in gene- 
ral; 2. of A&tion; 3. of the Caufes of Adtion; 4. of ideal 
Caufes; 5. of Motives; 6. of Satisfaétion; 7. of Senfa- 
tion; 8. of Reflegtion; 9. Of the Combination of Ideas; 
10.. of Trains of Ideas; and 11, of Judgment. 

In each of thefe chapters we have met with fomething 
entitled to praife, and likewife with fomething on which we 
cannot beflow our approbation ; but the three firft chapters 
appear tous the leaft valuable in the whole book. The au- 
thar indeed begins well, when he fays that’ 


** Man confilts of two parts, Whatever definition we may 
give of either, we are neither all mind nor all body, When an 
urm is cut off, or an eye loft, though the man becomes lefs per, 
fet, the mind remains entire as ‘before.’’ 


All thigewe perfeGly underftand, and fully admit ; but of 
the following extraéts much isto us unintelligible, and what 
we think we underfland appears ‘not to be true. 


“© We get our idea of fower from obferving the changes made 
in things by oneanother. Upon fecing gold melted by the fire, 
we conceive the fire muft have a quality co melt the gold. And 
again, there nuft be a Quality in the gald of being «melted ‘by 
the fire. So that there muft be a concurrence of tavo poauers in 
producing every alteration that takes place, an a@iwe pocuar in the 
agent that works the change, and a paffive in the recipient to 
undergo it. According to this diftin¢tion, the mind, when fe 
wills, is aGtive, for it then, produces a change in other. thiags, 
and in underftanding is peffive, for the change that takes place 


is produced upon itfelf, as in paling from one sda to another. : 
“ In 
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« In all fenfations, at leaft, it is obvious that the: objea: are 
a@gents and we ourfelves the patients: what is fight but the im. 
profion of fenfible objes on out eyes, and from thence conveyed tothe 
mind? Or found, but the percuflion of air wpon our ears, which 
is thence tranfmitted to the mind ?’’ (P. 2.) 


The author informs us, that he is adifciple of Locke: a 
fa&t indeed which we fhould very quickly have difcovered ; 
but much as we admire that illuftrious philofopher, we arte 
obliged to confefs that his language is fometimes inaccurate. 
It is fo when he talks of paffive eae a phrafe of. which 
the impropriety has been clearly fhown by Dr. Reid ; who 
jufily obferves *, that it is “* a powerlefs power, and a con: 
tradiction in terms.” We might with as much propriety 
Speak of the inert velocity of a ftone lying at reft, or of the cold 
beat of ice, as of paffive power ; and yet thefe phrafes would 
be inftantly pronounced abfurd by every man of common 
fenfe, though the fone is as capable of being moved with 
great velocity, and the ice of being firft converted into wa- 
ter and then rendered hot, as the gold is of being melted. 

That we do not get our notions of power, in the proper 
in fenfe of the word, from our obferving the changes made 
things by one another, has been proved by Hume with the 
force of demonftration +, and when our prefent author affirms 
that in fenfation the objeéls are agents, that fight is the im- 
preffion of vifible obje&s on the eye, and found the percuflion 
ef the air on our ears, he affirms what all mankind, learned 
and unlearned, know to be falfe. Is the fenfation or per- 
ception to which we give the name of /carlet an impreffion on the 
eye ? or the fenfations, to which we give the name of mufical 
Jounds, a percuflion an the ear? The impreffion of certam 
rays of light in the one cafe, and the percuflion of the air 
in the other, are indeed the inftruments by which thefe fen- 
fations are refpeflively excited ; but if we are t@ confound 
the inflruments with the wren themfelves, we fhould go a 
little further back, and call the reflexion of the red rays by 
a foldier’s coat, the Jenfation or perception of {carlet, and the 
motion of the mujfician’s fingers, or the keys of the organ, ot 
rather the exertion of the man working the bellows, the fen- 
fations to which we give the name of mufical founds! —_ 

When the author fays that the mind is inadfive, when tt 
preduces a change on itfelf, and {peaks of its pajfing from on 


ay 





* Effays on the Aaive Powers of Men, Effay I. ch. iii. 
+ See likewife Britith Critic, vol. xxvi. p. 303, &c.; and 
vol. xxvii. p. 5, &e.: 
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tdea to another, he appears to us to contradi&t himfelf in the 
firft affertion, and to utter unmeaning jargon in the other. 
Though fo aé and to produce are not perhaps fynonymous 
terms, it is indifputable that the former, denotes a genus, 
which comprehends under it the latter as a {pecies; and it is 
obvious, we fhould imagine, that, in the procefs of thinking, 
ideas are not a colleétion of deings at reft, with the mind 
pajing from the one to the other, as a reviewing general 
paifes from foldier to foldier, through a whole regiment drawn 
up in a line. 

When he affirms (p. 4) that ‘* the inftruments of thought 
are the tdeas floating in our imaginations, by which he does 
not mean the bras re produced in the underftanding, 
but the caufes immediately producing them,”’ we are very far 
from being fure that we apprehend his meahing. When we 
recolle€t what we faw or heard yeflerday, and make it the 
objeft of our contemplation, it 1s indeed the mater which 
we faw or heard, that we think of ; but furely that matter is 
not an idea, or ideas, floating to day in our imaginations ! 
By the caufes immediately producing our perceptions the 
author, we think, muft mean the laft motion communicated 
by the proper nerves to the fenforium, in confequence of 
the coieiilian made on the organ of fenfe by the object 
perceived ; but fuch motions are fo far from being ideas float- 
ing in the imagination, that we are totaily ignorant of their 
nature, and never think of them at all. That fenfation and 
perception are excited by fome kinds of motion, communi. 
cated by the nerves to the brain, and that even the powers 
of memory, imagination, and reafon, depend in a great 
meafure on the ftate of the brain, are faéts known by ex- 
perience ; but of thofe motions and that ftate we are never 
confcious, as we are of all our fenfations and ideas. 

The following extraé is to us equally unintelligible with 
that which we have juft quoted; but we fhall leave the 
abfurdities of it to be detected by our readers themfelves. 


‘€ An idea which is only an accident or modification of fome- 
thing muft have fome, fubftance to inhere in, which fubftance is 
indeed the agent on all occafions. Yet we commonly afcribe the 
action to the modification, becaufe it depends on it. The fame 
nerves differently modified by external objeéts would have con- 
veyed the image of an owl or a bear inftead of a peacock. 
Therefore the la{t fubftance, whatever it be, which immediately 
gives us the perception, is the agent in al] cafes of fenfation ; 
and in like manner that fomething fo modified which excites 
recolleGtion is the agent in all cafes of mental reflection, which 
modification is our idea. 

x «© What 


BRIT. CRIT. NOL. XXKI. MARCH, 1808, 
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Fiibadnes are of whit a: our ideas are modifica. 
tions, whether parts of the mind, or contained in it like wafers in 
a box, or inccloped by it like fyb in water, w whether of a fpiritual 
or corporeal nature, I fhall -not preven id to determine. All I 
mean to fhew is, that in every exercife of the underftanding, 
that which difcerns' is numerically diftin& from that which is 
difcerned ; and that an att of the w iderftanding i is not fo much 
our own act as that of fomething e “Ife operating apon us.’” (P. 5 5) 


That, in every exercife of the underflanding, ‘ that 
which difcerns is numerically diitinét trom that which is 
difcerned,”’ feems to be a felf-evicent truth ; and the con- 
fequence 18, that every attempt to iluaflrate it can have no 
other effeét then to “ darken counfel by words without 
knowledge.” Surely, it was not in this inftance that Dr. 
Paley found Tucker’s “ talent for illuftration unrivalled!” 
It would be very uncandid, however, not to ac knowledge, 
thaty even in this flrange chapter, there are fome jult obfer 
vations, among which the following {hort paragraph is 
worthy of attention, as it clearly points out the diftinétion 


hetween wolstion and defire, which modern neceflarians per- 
pets ually confound. 


We ofteti fpeak of doing things againft our wills. But the 

ind has only one active power, or will, by which it executes 

its sep gemelits and in this fenfe it would be ab furd to talk of acting 
againft our will. We therefore mean again{t our liking or in- 
elination, which being generally the cau/e (motive) that fers the 
will at work, we confound the motive with the will itfelf.’’ (P. 6.) 


Notw nhh nding this ult obfervation, the anthor’ 


5 


s notions 
ot actions api js feem not to have 


been always meta- 
p vftcully conett. The fecond chapter in which he pro- 
tefles to treat of aciven, concludes with the following para- 


yu aphe 


‘© In fpeaking of any action, we generally include the opera- 
tions ot oth r agents tending to complete the purpote (which) we 
vy provided we conceive them ncceffurily confequent 

r volition. Thus when Roger fhot the hawk hovering 
r’s dove-houfe, he only pulled the trigger, this 

vn the flint, which &ruck fire into the pan, and fo on, 
titl ac lett the bird was fhor. But all this we afcribe to Roger; 
for we fay that it was he who brought down the bird. So like- 


nah 


wife we claim the actions of others as oof own, when we know 
t they will certainly act as we direct them. He who does 2 
r@ by another, does uw himfelf. But this though true ina 
cai (1 f: for we can orly judge of the merits ot men ’s ation ; 

y tekirg thei confequences mmo confideration), 16 not true In 


a Mcla- 
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a metaphyfical fenfe, for nothing is ftri@ly an a&t of the mind, 
which is not the immediate poduct of her volition.’’ (P. 11.) 


That nothing is ftriétly an .Q of the mind, which és not 
the immediate produét of her voluon, or rather that nothing 
1S an att of the mind but her volition, 18 incontrovertible ; 
but to the other conclufions in this extra&t we cannot affent. 
In the whole procels of fhosting the bird there was certainly 
but one aétion in the metaphylical fenfe of the word; and 
that-was Roger’s volition to draw the trigger. All that fol- 
lowed was but a feries of events, or at mott of phyfical caufes 
and effeéls, which every metaphyfician,—nay, and every 
man of ordinary refleétion—confiders as fomething ver 
different from a feries of agents and actions. Whatever 18 
properly called an aétigon might have been done, or left 
undone, according to the will of the agent; but a phyfical 
effeét confidered in itfelf depends upon no will, except that 
volition of the Almighty which eftablifhed the laws, which 
regulate the motions of the corporeal univerfe, in fuch a 
manner as that certain events a/tways accompany, or fucceed 
each other, in fimilar circumitances. 

That, in any circumilances, we can juftly claim the 
eétions of others as who/ly our own, either in a moral or 
in a metaphyfical’ fenfe, is furely more than doubtful. The 
Board of Admiralty which appointed the late Lord Nelfon 
to the fupreme command in the Mediterranean, undoubtedly 
did fo from as thorough a knowledge, as one man can have 
of the future aétions of another, that the noble admiral 
would do his duty; but furely their lordthips have never 
claimed to themfelves that difpofition of the fleet which 
enfured the victory at Tyratalgar. When indeed one man 
tempts or commands another to commit fome wickednefs, he 
fhares in his guilt, and may be by far the more guilty perfon 
ef the two; but as the perpetrator of the deed is not, like 
Roger's mufquet, a paflive tool in the hands of his em- 
ployer, he ought to remember that it is in his power, as it is 
certainly his duty, to obey God rather than man; and if he 
do not remember this, and aét accordingly, though his guilt 
may be extenuated by the force of the temptation or the 
authority of the command, it will by no means be taken 
away, or transferred to his employer. 

In the third and fourth chapters the author treats of what 
he very improperly calls the cau/es of action, and enumerates 
a greaier variety of fuch caufes than we recollett to have met 
with any where elfe. Arftotle and many others have talked 
and written of the material, the fermal, the efficient, anid the 
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final, caufes of a€tions, and by -laffing under one generic 
name fo many relations effentully different trom each other, 
they have given occafion to wuch confufion of thought and 
much fallacious reafoning on fome of the moft important 
topics difcufled by metaphyficians ; but the prefent author 


has, in this refpeét, run riot much farther than all his pre- 
deceffors. 


“* Thefe (the caufes of ation) I fhall diftinguifh into the 
material, the formal, the ideal, the final, the inftrumental, and 
the efficient. When you fit down to dinner, the viduals are the 
vaterial caufe of your eating, their being properly dreffed the 
formal, your fight of them and knowledge of their qualities the 
be eal, the gratification of your appetite the fal, your knife and 
fork the iv/trumental, and the mind or body the efficient, according 
as you refer the a¢tion either to the w#// feparately or to the 
whole man; for in the former cafe the body will itfelf be an in. 
Prument in the hands of the mind.” (P. 12.) 


Nay, good Sir, in either cafe, the teeth are furely the 
inflrumental caufe of eating ; at leaft we have never feen an 
man eat with his karfe and fork, and muft fairly confefs our 
utter inability to conceive how fuch an operation could be 
performed. ‘The knife and fork are indeed neceflary to 
prepare the victuals tor being comfortably eaten; and there- 
tore the preparatory caufe might have been, with great pro- 
priety, added to this precious lift. No doubt, a robuft and 
hungry man might contrive to tear a chicken in pieces without 
the aid of a kmife and fork; but fuch a man would likewife 
eat the chicken though a little under or over roatted; fo that 
to the a¢tion of eating the preparatory caufe is not lefs neceflary 
than the /armal. Were the tdeal caufe neceffary to this 
attion, it is not eafy to canceive how any man could eat of 
a dilh which he had never feen nor heard of before; for of 
the qualities of fuch a difh it is obvious that he could know 
nothing. 

[It feems to be very wonderful that fuch diftin@ions as 
thefe do not point out to every man of refleétion their own 
atfurdity ; as well as the great impropriety of talking meta- 
phyfically of any other than efficient caufes. Every agent 16 
the caule of his own aétions (if the caufe of adions be a 
proper expreflion) which all begin with an exertion of his 
own voliion, The volition indeed is not only the beginning 
but the completion of the aétion; for whatever follows is 
only a phyfical event, or at moft a feries of events, which 
are either fo many phyfical caufes or phyfical effeéts, ac- 
cordingly as they are viewed, each in relation to what follows 
or what precedes it. This author feems indeed [atisfied that 

the 














Abridgment of Tucker's Light of Nature. 289 


the mind is an efficient caufe, and therefore more properly 
the caufe of a€tions than any other of the caufes enumerated ; 
but when he refleéts on ‘ Goliah tofling his weaver’s beam,” 
and on ** Sampfon carrying eae the gates of Gaza,” he 18 
greatly puzzled how to account for fuch aétions. 


« Confidering the force with which we often a&, and how 
unable thofe tender threads we have to work with mutt be to 
bear the fudden jerks and violent ftruggles which they mutt 
encounter in great-exertions, it feems mott likely to fuppofe that 
the mind has fome good friend at hand ready to affift her weakne/s, 
(does the mind confift of tender threads?) and that her force is 
not really her own. Perhaps there lies a mighty weight of fome 
fubtle fluid bearing conftantly againft the orifices of the nerves, 
but prevented from entering by certain little fliding valves kindly 
provided by nature for our ufe ; the mind then has nothing to do but 
to draw afide the valves, and in rufhes the torrent. (How would 
this ftrengthen the tender threads?) The mind in this cafe works 
like the miller of an over-fhot mill, (Why not an under-fhot or 
breaft mill?) who, by drawing a little board againft which the 
water preffes, and which any child might pull up with a finger, 
turns the ftream upon the wheel, and whirls round a maflive ftone, 
which he could not ftir by any other means.’”’ (P. 14.) 


On this paragraph it would be ridiculous to make a fingle 
remark; for the abfurdity of fimiles fo extremely unlike 
cannot efcape the notice of a fchool boy ten years of age. 
The author’s chapter on Ideal caufes deferves much the 
fame chara€ter, though it contains fome refleftions on Hart- 
ley’s theory of fenfation, which, however far from a con- 
futation of that theory as taught by its author, are yet not 
unworthy of the attention of thofe who confound with 
fenfation itfelf, what Hartley confidered as only inftruments 
of fenfation. ° 7 
_ In the fifth and fixth chapters the author confiders the 
influence of motives on the ote will, and difcuffes the 
great queftion of liberty and neceffity. Into that queftion our 
limits will not permit us to enter, though we cannot avoid 
obferving, thatthe neceffarians do not appear to us to have good# 
grounds for confidermg Tucker as having adopted their 
opinions. It is true,.that he expreffes diffatisfattion with 
the notion of indifference for which Archbifhop King and 
his profound commentator fo eagerly contended; but he 
leems not to have clearly apprehended that notion, which 
we think muft be admitted by every man who believes that 
there can be really fuch a ching as what we call obfinacy. 
He likewife admits that if it were poflible to place a hungry 
als between two bundles of hay, fo as that he could have no 
X 3 motive 
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motive for preferring the one to the other, he would remain 
at reft and ftarve in the midf of plenty 5 and it is not eafy to 


conceive what higher notions of nece/fity than this, can be 
held by the moft zealous advocate for the mechani/m of the 
mind. ‘Tucker however does not write confiftently on the 
fubjeft, and appears not to have well weighed the confe. 
queuces of what he admits refpeéting the condu@ of the 
als; for no rational Lideriarian (to ule a very modern term) 


will contend for more than is implied in the following 
extracts. 


“ To prevent miftakes, however, when I {peak of the efficaey 
ef motives, I do not mean that they impel the mind as one 
billiard ball impels another, bue that they give occafion to the 
wind to exert her own inherent adivity in obtaining the objects 
(which) they point out toher.’? (P. 21.) 

‘© We have indeed a power over our ideas, fo that we ma 
clofe our eyes againit the admonitions of wifdom, or may fill our 
imaginations with fomething elfe that fhall hinder them from 
entering: but it does not leflen the real weight of a motive, 
that it does uot operate when you will not let it come into the 
{cale.’’ (P. 24.) : 

‘© We have now gone through every fpecies of aétion in fearch 
of a power of indifference; but we have been able to find no 
fach thing, except in a fufpenfion of action, while the motives 
be'ng doubtful, aod the mind waits till fome one of them pre. 
ponderates. We may therefore fairly conclude that no fuch power 
exiits in the mind. But is it never in a man’s power voluntarily 
to alter the impreflion which objeéts make upon him, to firengthen 
fome motives and reprefs others? Yes, as you may fweeten your 
tea by putting in a lump of fugar, or give a relifh to your food 
by cating falt with it. So if you feel an averfion to labour, you 
may conquer it by contemplating the advantages of induftry, or 
ethe fhame of idJenefs: but noe if your love of indolence 1s 
greater than your regard for the opinien of others, or your own 
advantage. And as we can turn our cyes on any objet of the 
feene before vs, or fhut them againft the light, fo we can dirctt 
the organs of reflection to what objeéts we pleafe, and in this 
Mhanner can, and often do, alter the compiexion of our motivesy 
by throwing a ttronger attention on fome, and by removing or 


ebfcuring others,’’ (P. 40.) 


In the fevenih and eighth chapters is difolayed confiderab!e 
ingenuity, as well as evidences of profou id thinking. Tie 
fubjects treated of are fenlatton and refle€tion; and the 
f. owing paragraph, though we are far from approving the 
author's language, is woithy of the clofedt attenuon. 


« We 
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« We frequently ufe mind in a vulgar fenfe, for the repofitory 
of our ideas, as when we talk of ftoring up knowledge in the 
mind, of enriching her with learning and accomplithments: for 
this knowledge is not certainly in the mind juft now fpoken of, 
(the mind which is confcioys, perceives, and wills) becaufe then 
we muft be a¢tually confcious of it all; but 1 defy any man to 
call to mind the thoufandth part of the knowledge (which) he 
poffeffes: where then is all that ftock of knowledge which lies 
dormant and unperceived ? It is not in your clofet, it is not 
in your organs of fenfe, but it is fomewhcre within your cuftody ; 
where then can we place it but in the mind, in which you have 
laid up your ideas? But this mind, which perceives not what 
it contains, muft be different from that which is confcious of 
whatever is impreffed upon it; and this mind I may without 
fcruple fuppofe to be a compound, confifling of various fabor. 
dinate parts and organs, by the complicated action of which ideas 
are excited and conneéted together in the mind in all their variery 
of fhapes and colours.’’ P. 50, 


To talk of mind being compounded, of its having /deas 
ef which it ig not confcjous, and of every individual man 
having ‘wo minds, is to make ufe of language, wluch, as i 
1s not calculated to convey accurate ngtions, 10 modern 
philofopher will adopt, unlefs his object be fomething very 
different from truth, What we believe, however, to be 
Tucker’s meaning in this paragraph, is neither new, nor in 
felt improbable, Locke appears * to have thought that no 
created f{pirit is intirely feparated from matter. becaule all 
luch {piris are both aftive and paflive. Wollafton, thouch 
he contends that matter cannot. be mae to think, feems to 
be of opinion that materiab organs are neceflary to the ope 
rations of the human foul, which he therefore conceives to 
be vitally united to a fine material vehicle, which goes off 
with it at death t; and it is known to every feholar that the 
Fathers of the Chriftian church who came from the fehou!s 
of Alexandria, held the fame opinion ?. If Tucker's obfe:- 





* Effay, Book 2. ch, 21. 
+ Religion of Naturc, X&c. fect. 9. prop. 8 
t Nam Platonem et Platonicos qui confectantur, quod C/ 

mentem, Originem, et horum difcipulos feciffe conitat, ili Plare. 
nicorum etiam de anima dogma prebant, et fimpliciflimam eam in 
ic effe afleverant, fed Subtili éarnen semper corpore cirtumdatam, 
Cudworthe Sjftema Intclle@. per Mofheim, Ed. 2. tom. 2 ps 494, 
where this pofition is ettablihhed by the mo complete cyi- 
denc ‘ ; 
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vations appear to give it any probability, we have only to 
requeft our readers to confider whether they be not rather 
calculated to fhow the importance of that revelation which 
has brought hfe and immortality to light, by eftablithing the 
refurreétron of the dead. 

In the ninth and tenth chapters, which treat of the com. 
binations of ideas, and trains of ideas, the reader will meet 
with fome good fenfe, and fome improper language, occa. 
fioned by the author’s attempting to illuitrate, as ufual, in. 
aicbbiial proce fies by allufions to mechanifin; but he will 
meet with very little that can be new to him. Perhaps the 
following obfervations on erder, which appear to be in a 
great degree juift, have in them fomething original. 


“* Order often refpeéts convenience and ufe; or the advantage 
(which) we derive from having thitys difpofed in one way rather 
than in another. The diforders of the body, of the air, or ele. 
ments, are fuch difpofitions of their parts as deftroy health, dif 
turb the animal fundtions, or ftop the progrefs of vegetation; 
and without a reference to thefe confequences, we fhould not term 
them diforders. What we call the order of nature, arifes either 
from fuch a pofition of the bodies compofing it, as to be pro. 
ductive of utility, or from their conftantly undergoing the fame 
revolutions. Formerly, only the fixed ftars were efteemed regu. 
lar, while the other feven, being thought reducible to no rule, 
were called planets, or wanderers; but later difcoveries having 
brought their motions into a fyftem too, we now admire the 
wonderful regularity of their courfes. 

‘* Nor let it be faid that there was an order in the things 
themfelves before men took notice of it. For every number of 
things, not excepting the wildeft productions of chance, matt lie 
in fome order or other; and if our underftandings were quick and 
comprehenfive enough to take in their refpective fituations at a 
fingle glance, as clearly as we do in things the moft familiar to 
our obfervation, there would appear to be no fuch thing as dif- 
order in nature. By diforder,; we can only mean (mean only) 


fomething unufual, or that we cannot readily and clearly com- 
prehend.’’ P. 64. 


ter, which treats of judgment, the 
{ome gogd fenfe and confiderable 
ingenuity; but thele are blended with the moft extravagant 
fceptucilm, occalioned probably by his very improper allu- 
fons to mechani{m and motion. He fays (p. 68) that one 
may have as ai/liné? a view of an i/ofceles triangle as the 
greate/t mathematician, without knewing, or even thinking, that 
its fides are equal !— Talks {p. TO) uf the qualities of ideas 
Contends (p. 73) that we have not abfolute certainty of any 


thing, 


In the eleventh | 
author difplays, as ufual, 
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thing, unlefs indeed we know certainly that we know nothing ! 
Thinks that mora! certainty, to which we may attain, is ful- 
ficient to dire our condutt.—Affirms (p. 76) that we have 
only moral certainty that twe and Kvo make four, and that 
a@ part is not greater than the whele!—And gravely declares 
(p. 78) that, ** as well perfuaded as he is that two and twe 
make four, if he were to meet with a perfon of candour, 
credit, and underftanding, who fhould ferioufly call it in 
quettion, he would give him the hearing!" Surely the man 
who could write thus, muft have had a high opinion of the 
fagacity of that fage, who, without the aid of learning, dif- 
covered, we are told, after much thinking, that whatever js, 
is; for to fuch a difcovery, he could not bat be aware, that, 
not being certain that fwe and fwe make four, his own facul. 
ties were not equal ! 

We have now taken a view of the firft dook of this abrid 
ment, which profeffedly comprehends, ot the original wells, 
all that we thould with to recolleéi of the whole firft volume, 
and part of the fecond. That the faid book is in our-opi- 
nion of no great value, the reader muft have perceived; but 
he will do us great injuftice if he infer that we think of the 
fit volume of the Light of Nature purjued, exa€ily as we 
think of this abridgment of it. “Tucker does indeed employ 
too many of the abfurd pbrafes and ailertions, which we 
have pointed out in the volume before us; but as ufed by 
him they do not always appear fo extremely abfurd, as in 
the pages of his abridger, who often brings together fen. 
tences and half fentences, which, in the original work, lie 
at a great diftance from each other. Thus, though Tucker 
falls into the miftake, which, before the appearance of the 
philofophical works of Hume and Reid, prevailed very 
generally, refpeéting the origin of our notion of power, and 
though he adopts the abfurd phrafe pafve power, he feems 
not to approve of it as metaphyfically correct; for he fays 
exprefsly (p. 19) that ‘*‘ men of common apprehenfion can- 
not find this paflive power’’ in the objett on which the agent 
Operates ; and we have no where obferved him afferting, as 
. the abridger makes him affert, that the underflanding is 
paffive when it producesa change on itfelf, as in pafling from 
one idea to another! It feems indeed to be Tucker's opi- 
nion that nothing can, in the metaphyfical {enfe of the word, 
aft direGily on ufelf; and in fupport of that opinion he 
throws out many obfervations which are well worthy of the 
refleting reader’s attention. We were forry, however, to 
meet in his work with the abfurd comparifon of ideas, or 
the /ubjtances of which ideas are modifications, to ‘* wafers 
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in a box, or fifh enveloped in water ;"” but we did not ob. 
ferve in that work the extravagant aflertion that the inftru. 
ments of thought are the caufes of ideas floating in the ima. 
gination ! 

Tucker, as well as his abridger, employs the comparifon 
of the miller and his over-fhot mill, to illuftrate the — 
by which he fuppofes that men perform feats of 
ftrength; and we are forry that he es fo, for it is a on 
foolifh comparifon, though by no means fo extravagantly 
foolifh in his pages, as in the volume before us. Tucker 
having mentioned the tender filaments of the mufcular fyf. 
tem by which the mind aéts, and obferved that the momen- 
tum of a mechanical power may be increafed to any degree 
by incre aling its velocity, mtroduces the mind’s friend, the 
valves and jubtie fluid, not as adding vigour to the mind, or 
as coming into the place of its agency, but merely as a con- 
trivance to increafe the velocity of the moving parts of the 
machine to fuch a degree, as that the weight may be raifed, 

or the action performed, without breaking the tender fila. 
ments. Such a contrivance 1s indifputably poffible, and his 
account of 1 does not confound the mind with its inftru- 
ments ; but it 1s a mere hypothefis, which ought therefore to 
be reje hed, even though it accounted more completely than 
it does, for the various phenomena ef mufcular motion. 

But the moft reprehenfible thing that we have hitherto 
muct with in either work, is the extreme {cepticifm dif{playeds 
in the chapter which treats of judgment. Tucker himfelt 
feems indeed anxious to guard his reader againft its per- 
nicious confequences; but the means which he employs tot 
that purpole cannot prove fuccefsful. rans to cre 
there s no certainty in the evidence of fenfe, memory, 0 
judgment, tll having found them teitify sha fame thing 
on repeated trials, conftant and uniform experience produces 
confidence in their re} ports! But a moment’s refleétron 
muit convince every men, that if we have not immediate 
confidence in our {fenfes and memory, we never can acquire 
fuch confidence by experience ; for is not experience itfelt 
a mere collection of oblervations made by means of the fenfes, 
and treafured up in the memory ? 

Tucker fo overloads his — by a multitude of words, 
intended no doubt to illuftrate it, that he bewilders his rea- 
der, and frequently, we Salgatt, bewildered himfelf. It is 
to this crrcumiftance that we are inclined to attribute the mil- 
takes of his abridger; for there.is internal evidence in the 
book which we have examined, that, when the author of an 
Effay on human aétion entered en his irkfome tafk, it could 
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not have been his intention wilfully to mifreprefent his 
author’gmeaning, in order to make it tally with his own opi- 
nions. "On the nature and influence of motives, he has 
fairly reprefentgd Tucker, as cero what every man muft 
erceive to be utterly irreconcileable with the opinions of 
oa who talks of abfraé? geod, and who ferioufly cantends 
that a child purfues this kind of good, and not that which 
has formerly contributed to his own happinefs! Of fuch 
motives as ab/tract good, Tucker repeatedly declares that he 
knows nothing; and thefe declarations the abridger las not 
fuppreffed, 

The fecond book of this abridgment is intended to com. 
prife the fubftance of by much the greater part yf the fe. 
cond volume of the original work; and it is of greater value 
than the firft book, as the fecond volume ef the Light of 
Nature purfued, is of more value than the firfl volume. 
The fubjeéts difcuffed in the Abridgment are, 1, Imagina- 
tion and Underftanding; 2. Conviétion and Petfualign ; 
3. Knowledge and Conception; 4. Habitual attachments; 
5.Sympathy; 6. Paffion; 7. Pleafure; 8. Ufe; 9. Honour; 
10. Reétitude; 11 Virtue; 12. Prudence; 13. Fortitude; 
14, Temperance; 15. Juftice; 16. Benevolence; and 17. 
Limitation of virtue. 

In the original work there are feveral chapters which are 
here apparently omitted. Thefe are, |. Cossbothine of 
motives; 2. Species of motives ; 3. Produétion of motives; 
4. Tranflation; 5. Introduétion of motives; 6. Neceflity ; 
7. Reafon; 8. Ultimate good; and 9. Moral Policy. All 
that is of importance in the chapters ref{pecting motives, the 
abridger probably esau. and we entirely agree with him, 
would be more properly treated in the firft book. What 
Tucker calls tranjlation, is that procefs fo much more in- 
genioufly detailed by Mr. Gay, in the preliminary difler- 
tation to Law’s edition of King’s Origin of Evil, by which 
What is at firft purfued only as means to fome further end, 
comes in time to be confidered as an end itfelf: by neceffity 
here Tucker means the profpeét or aétual preflure of fome 
imolerable evil, operating as a motive; and the abridger, 
with great propriety, has incorporated all that he found for 
his purpofe in the chapters entitled Reafon, and Moral Policy, 
with the ch ipters on Underflanding and Convi@ion, and on 
the Limitation of Virtue. 

Conlidering the extreme difficulty of his tafk, we cannot 
hut acknowledge that, in this book, the abridger has ac- 
quitted himfelf well. Some things he has certainly omitted 
which we would have adopted, while he has adopted others 
i which 
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which we would have thrown away. as worfe than ufelefs ; 
but in a work containing fo much extraneous ter as 
Tucker’s abounds with, itis hardly poffible ee 
fhould exaftly agree as to. what really iluftrates, and what 
ebfcures the reafoning. For our own part, we fhould have 
been much better pleafed to have had his opinions following 
one another in the natural order, without a fingle illufira. 
tion, than to have our attention perpetually interrupted by 
far-fetched fimiles, and thefe again illuftrated by other 
{imiles witheut end. What, for inflance, muft the reader 
think of that philofopher who compares the mind and its 
organs to a man on horfeback; and then, lofing fight of his 
fubjee, fills three pages with a minute detail of all that might 
occur t@the man and his horfe in aday’s journey! If in 
{uch a wildernefs the abridger has fometimes loft his way, 
he is furely excufable; for in the woods of America, who 
can be certain that he 1s purfuing the proper courfe? 

The firlt chapter of this book is of very little value. 
Imagination is confidered, as it was by the Greek philo- 
fophers, as the great repofitory of ideas, comprehending 
under it what in modern metaphytics is generally called the 
memory; and both authors labour in vain to diveft even the 
inferior animals of all tm/lincts. One has only to confider 
the flru€ture of the eyes of. bees, to be convinced that it 
cannot be by the fenfe of Agr, at leaft that they find ther 
way to their food, and back again to their hive. In the 
fecond chapter there is fomething good, and fomething ab- 
furdly {ceptical; but the {cepticifm belongs to the original 
author. The third chapter is on the whole valuable, though 
it too contains at leaft one abfurdity, which we have not 
room to expofe. With the fourth chapter we were fo 
much pleafed, that we regretted its fhortnefs when we got 
to the end; but the fifth is a mere colleétion of obvious 
facts, without a tinéture of philofophy. In the fixth chap- 
ter we found much to praile, as both philofophical and ob- 
vioully true; though we are by no means convinced that 
the defire of revenge is an artificial defire unnatural to man. 
The account of muth (p. 105) is mere unmeaning jargon, 
which could never have been publifhed by aman of Tucker's 
talents, had not his judgment been perverted by his own 
allufions on all occafions to mechanifm. Chapters feven 
and eight contain feveral good things, though neither of 
them difplays profundity of thought in their author. The 
three next chapters are excellent, though the definition of 
virtue (p. 126) does not appear fo unexceptionable in the 
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abridgment as in the original work, in which the reader is 
gradually led to adopt it. Im chapters twelve, thirteen, and 
fourteen, we found nothing eminently good, and nothin 

calling loudly for reprehenfion ; but the nce of extraé 







from the fifteenth chapter is fo able a defence of @ dogirine 
which we have often maintained againft authors, for whofe 
judgment in general we have the higheft refpeét, that we 
cannot refufe ourfelves the pleafure of laying it before our 
readers. 


« If we confider the defign of law, we cannot well conceive 
it to be any other than the prefervation of preperty, the fecurity 
of life, limb, peace, liberty, and all other requifities for enjoy- 
ment, that may be deftroyed or leffened by men’s behaviour to 
one another. ‘The law therefore always looks forward, or only 
cafts a retrofpe&t behind, in order to provide more fecurely for 
the time to come. So that in reality punifhment is not infli@ed 
for-crimes committed, but as a remedy againft thofe which may 
be committed hereafter; and guilt is ratlide a dire€tion than a 
motive for taking vengeance. 

“© But we are fond of perfonifying every thing, and of trans. 
ferring our own paffions to every thing, fo we fuppofe the law 
to be influenced by the fame narrow views and pafiions as our- 
felves, and to punifh delinquents for her own fatisfaction, rather 
than for the fake of the community under her charge, This 
cuftom, together with the deteftation which inftantly arifes in 
the minds of the beft and wifeft men at the thought of heinous 
wickednefs, has given rife to the notion of an immediate and 
effential conneétion between offence and punifhment, which is 
fuppofed due to the former without taking any other idea into 
confideration. But it will be hard to eftablifh the conneétion 
between juftice and punifhment, except by the intervention of 
two intermediate links; namely the power of men ftill to hurt 
One another, and the tendency of punifhment to deter them from 
exercifing this power. Were mankind to be fuddenly placed in 
a fituation which fhould render them incapable of ever receiving 
hurt from others, or their difpofitions fo changed as that they 
fhould never more think of doing acts of injuilice, I believe 
every good man would vote for a general amnefty of all paft of. 
fences.” P. 144. 


In the fixteenth chapter there is little to be cenfured, and 
not a great deal entitled to praiie. When the author fays 
that * the benevolent man will feel good-will even, towarda 
his enemies, and be ready to do them afiy kindnefs,” we 
think he compliments the morality of the Light of Nature 
with one of the diftinguithing graces of Chriflianity. The 
feventeenth chapter contains much good fenie and found 
plilofophy ; 
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philofophy ; and to us, who, with the prefent author, believe 
not in moral fenfes which are connate with the mind, and are 
perfuaded that a fyftem of praétical ethics, which refts not on 
the bafisyef religion, cannot be ftable, the following para~ 
graph appears excellent. 


“© Upon the whole, we are forced to acknowledge, that hither. 
to we have found no reafou to imagine that a wife man would 
ever die for his country, or fuffer martyrdom in the caufe of vir. 
tue. ‘The only way in which we can extend the obligations of 
virtue to every eircumftance that can happen, is by fuppofing 
that the end of life is not the end of being; that death is but a 
removal to fome other ftage, where our good works fhall follow 
us, and yield a plentiful harveft of happinefs which had not time 
to ripen here, This muft undoubtedly make a great alteration 
in the queftion: now whether there is any ground for this fug. 

eftion, and for fuch a fuppofed conneétion between our intereits 
a and in fome other ftate which is to come, is what 1 propofe 
to examine in the fucceeding book.’’ P. 159. 
(To be continued.) 


1 





Arr. XI. The Life of Thomas Chatterton. By John Davis, 
Author of Travels in America. 12mo. 168 pp. 48+ 
Tegg. 1807. 


N UCH tafte, and the trueft feeling of his fubjeé, 1s 

evinced by this biographer of Chatterton; who leads 
his hero through the few ftages of his fhort life, in fuch a 
manner as to make evident the ftrong biss of his mind, 
towards his great obje&l, the imitation of ancient writings; 
and his astonifhing powers in executing whatever he chofe to 
undertake. Its a fubje& for the profoundeft melancholy, 
to confiderthe extraordinary genius ot that unfortunate youth; 
and the dreadful manner in which it was fo early loft to the 
world. The chronological fketch of his life, given at the 
end of this book, difplays perhaps the moft fingular picture 
that was ever exhibited, and can hardly be contemplated 
without tears. 


Nov. 20, 1752. eevee three months after his father’s 


Nov. 1757. Bt Pa the f{chool in Pile-flreet, when he 
«* Went to Colfton’s charity-fchool before 


Otober, 1760. 
SORE, 1700. « ne wae eight. 


July 
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‘© Left Colfton’s charity-fchool, and was 
July 1, 1767. articled to Mr, Lambert, when fourteen years 
and feven months old. 
«© He was almoft fixteen at the opening of 
Ofober 1, 1768. the New Bridge at Briftol, and had been at 
Mr. Lambert’s one year and three months, 
‘* Soon after known to Catcott and 
rrett. , 
' ‘¢ Difmiffed from the attorney’s defk and 
April, 1770. drudgery. 
April «¢ Arrived in London indulging golden 
pri 251 *77° dreams. 

‘© Unrewarded for his literary labours, and 
pinched by want, he applied to Barret for a 
recommendation as furgeon’s mate to a flave- 
fhip, and was refufed. 


Augutt 20 & 21, «« Without food. 
1770. 


Avuguft 22, 1770. 


November, 1768. Ba 


Auguft 12, 1770. 


‘* Ruthed before his Maker, aged feventcen 
years and five months.’”’ P. 144. 


It has been ufual to lay much flrefs on the difparity be. 
tween the Rowleian produétions of Chatterton, and thofe 
which he publifhed as his own; which is fully accounted 
for by the difference between leifure and hurry, eafe and 
diftraétion of mind. But ftill, more furprifing to us, 
than even the excellence of His feigned antiquities, is 
the extraordinary verfatility of genius, with which, on 
coming to London, at the age of only feventeen years and 
five months, he feized upon all the current topics of the 
day, political and literary; was able to attraét attention as 
a writer on both fides of politics, and ‘* to {apport very prin- 
cipally, by his fingle exertions, the credit of five periodical 
works.” (See p. 115.) Such a fever of invention might 
naturally be expeéted to produce the difmal confequences 
which followed; efpecially when checked by the dreadful 
chill of difappointment and diftrefs. But fuch powers, at 
fuch an age, and with an education fo imperfect, were cer- 
tainly never difplayed before in the world; and probabl 
never Inay again. For what purpofe they were difplaye : 
except to thow the world, in the ftrongeft colours, its own 
Aipid infenfibility and fordid felfifhnefs, it is difficult now 
even to guefs. 

Many paffages in this fmall work might be brought 
forward, with fatisfaétion to our readers, but the following 
contains fo much illuftration of the extraordinary charaéter 
of Chatterton, that we are inclined to prefer it. a“ 
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« The fpirit of Chatterton was depreiled into defpair by the 
repulfe of Mr. Walpole. Neither books, nor walks in Redclif 
meadows, nor the iemale face divine, any longer delighted him, 
Such was his mental wretehednefs, fo irkfome was his condition 
fo gloomy was his defpondency, that his under{tanding became 

erverted, and he formed the refolution to diffolve his union 
with vifible nature, 

‘¢ Chatterton was at this jun@ture fomewhat more than feven. 
teen; his breaft foared above a profeffion, fordid, fervile and 
laborious; but his hopes of emancipation were blafted, he found 
his early blofloms withering in obfcurity, and he funk beneath 
the frowns of ignorant and infolent wealth. 

‘¢ Chatterton was not willing to quit the world, without 
making a will, which differs from wills in general, that he 
bequeathes no money to any one, but his endowments of mind, 
In this will he partially developes his own charaéter. 

‘© The imagination forms many projeéts which the heart has 
not refolution to execute. Chatterton did not yet commit the 
crime of fuicide ; he only made his will. This will he left in 
a defk to which Mr. Lambert had accefs: he thewed it to Mrs, 
Lambert, his mother; the old lady on reading it was filled with 
terror, and the ferivener, inftead of privately, tenderly and fe. 
rioufly reproving his apprentice, and holding out to him the con, 
folation of the facred text, difmiffed him with opprobrious * re. 
proaches from his fervice, in which he had continued two years, 
nine months and thirtcen days, faithful in the acquittal of his 
duty, temperate in his livingy and exemplary in conforming with 
the domeftic hours of the houfe. 

‘€ Turned out of doors by the attorney, the breaft of Chat- 
terton felt all the joy of a manumitted flave. His mind was 
not formed of common materials. It made him defpife what 
others coveted. He could abftain for months from animal food, 
and be content with bread and water; he was indifferent to ac. 
commodations, and could fleep upot the flint. ‘Thefe privations 
to him were fearcely negative infelicity : his pofitive unhappl- 
nefs was caufed by his tgnder fenfe of feeling. 

‘* This is the proper place to take a view of the moral condu@ 
of Chatterton, during his apprenticefhip with Mr. Lambert, 
We have both the teftimony of Mss. Newton and Mr. Thifle- 
waite, that he was exemplary in his habits. Of few young 
men in his Gtuation it can be faid, that during a courfe of 
three years he was never once out Sey office at the ftated hours 
of attendance, and only once exceeded the family hours, which 
was at Chriftmas, when he paffed the evening with a party © 
friends under the roof of his mother, whofe indulgence detaived 
him to the hour of eleven, 
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* In his attachment to females he appears rather in an amiable 
than an unamiable light. For the unhappy women who patrole 
the college green, and every ftreet in Brittol, frightening the 
owls, and making night hideous: for thefe unhappy creatures, 
acceflible for a {mall pecuniary compenfation, Chatterton dif. 
covered no inclination. If ever he was heard to exclaim, ‘* Alas! 
the nymphs whofe beauty raifes a tumult in the city, rob my 
heart of reit,’’-—it was not the abandoned, nightly outcaft who 
ditturbed his tranquillity, but the charms of Maria, in whofe 
countenance there was a dafh of melancholy, which could be only 
afcribed to a void of heart, to her want of fome one object on 
whom to fix her affections. 

“ Inthe tender charities of a fon, he may be fafely held up 
asa pattern to mankind. Whenever he was liberated from at. 
tendance on the office, he flew on the wings of affection to his 
grandmother, his mother and fifter, whom he loved from the 
bottom of his heart. We faw him moft evenings, fays Mrs, 
Newton, before nine, and he would generally ftay till the 
limits of his time, which was ten. 

* Difmiffed from the ferivener, it was neceflary for Chatterton 
to embrace fome mode of life, that would fecure him a fubfift. 
ence. For the ftudy of the law he entertained a fupreme difgutt ; 
indeed fuch was the little progrefs he had made in it, that he 
exprefled his inability to draw out his own clearance. His 
mother could not fupport him; the thoughts of trade fickened 
his heart; he had been invited by the bookfellers to London ; 
and this encouragement concurring with his ambition of intel. 
lectual eminence, he was determined to adopt the profeflion of 
an author, and hoped by the quicknefs of his fancy, the readi- 
nefs of his language, and his facility of compofition, to enter 
the temple of Fame by the road of emolument, 

“ If we may, however, credit the tehimony of Mr. Thiftle. 
waite, Chatterton had revolved more than one project in his 
breaft. ‘ My tirft attempt,’ faid he, ‘ hall be in the literary 
way. ‘The promifes I have received are fufficient to difpel doubt ; 
but fhould J, contrary to my expectation, find myfelf deccived, 
I will in that cafe turn methodift preacher.’’ P, 98. 


This probably was only a jeft: for it proved, in faét, that, 
when his literary projeéts failed, fo far from fubmitting to 
the degradation of sfomiiig ahy difhoneft charafter tor fub- 
liflence, he ralhly, but with high fpirit, determined upon an 
att, which put an end at once to all worldly plans. The 
pitture which Mr. Davis's imagination has drawn of the 
immediate confequence of this terrible. cataitrophe, is 
honourable to his feelings, and affeéting to the readers. 


Tet us now turn our eyes for a moment towards Briftol, 
let us go into the houfe where dwell the grandmother, che aoe 
Y 
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and fitter of Chatterton. What a fcene of affliGion! behold 
they fic broker-hearted! behold the grey hairs of ‘the mother 
brought in forrow to the grave by the death of her child—the 
child of her prayers, that child of filial affeétion, who denied 
himfelf the common neceffaries of life, to buy and fend to his 
parent fome little token of his tender love, - Behold this virtuous 
family, who have long ftruggled with calamities, and berne all 
their fuffering with meeknefs, lowlinefs and patience—behold 
them at lal overcome; behold tears gufh from their eyes, and 
on their eve-lids is the fhadow of death. 

‘¢ O God! look upon their afflictions! the child of their 
prayers—the child in whom all their hopes and expectations 
centered ; that child dead from the poifonous draught adminiftered 
by his own hands—his body unowned, unpitied, unwept, caf 
into a fhell, and carried ; unattended by mourners, without a 
pall, without a paffing bell, to the burying-ground of a work- 
houfe ! 

« Oh! faulters the mother, had FI been at his bed-fide, to have 
watched over my child in his lat moments—to have fmoothed his 
pillow—to have offered up my prayers in fecret for him to God 
—it would have been fomething. But to be told that he was 
abandoned by mankind—without a helping hand to relieve hin 
without a human voice to confole him—alas! at this, nature, 
fiefh, blood, fpirit, heart—all fail!’’ P. 124. 


We agree with Mr. D. in moft of his fentiments and cr 
ticilms; particularly in what he ityles the ‘* termagant 
chaftity” of Walpole and T. Warton, in crying out agai 
Chatterton, as a literary impoftor: Walpole, ~ was hum- 
felf an inpoftor ot the fame clafs! and Wanam who cer- 
tainly knew better than to be mifled by the application of 
the common term forgery, to aéts entirely different in their 
nature. We regret that Mr. D. fhould have introduced one 
or two fuperfluous, as well asaunjuft reflections, again{t our 
nniverfities, of which he appears to-know but little; and 
to have fuffered fuch grofs errata tq pafs bim, as ‘t Spreight,” 
twice in page 32, for Speght, author of the gloffary : that 
noied in our fecond extratt, and many. others, But his 
book, though fmall, is valuable *, we have read it with in- 
terefl and pleaiure, and recommend it, with cordiality, te 
the lovers ot literary hiltory. 


—_ 





* Some of his remarks are important, as fo the quettion, for- 
merly difputed, retpeéting the authenticity of Rowley ; as*that, 
tor initance, in p. 50, on blank verfe being ufed before it was 
snvented ; and thofe in pp. 75 and $2, on the neceffary progrefs 
of poctical ftyle, of which, theugh perteétly decifive in ittelf, 

had no feeling whatfoever. 


the mere antiquaries feem to have 
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Art. XII. Edwy and Elgiva, and Sir Everard; two Tales, 
by the Rev. Robert Bland. 12mo,. 194 pp. Longman, 
Hurft, Rees, and Orme. 1808. 


Me: Bland, the ingenious author of thefe poems, obtained 
J confiderable credit with us, and, as it fhould feem, with 
the public, by his tranflations from the Greek Anthology, (then 
anonymous) of which fee an account in the Britifh Critic, 
vol. xxviii, p. 275. His original intention was to have 
ublifhed a colleétion of tales in verfe, but as he juftly 
obferves, the fuecefs of authorfhip is doubtful, and general 
opinion can feldom be anticipated by. that of private 
friendfhip, he has for the prefent printed two only as the 
forerunners of others, if thefe fhall experience a gracious 
reception. We think that he may venture to purfue his 
original plan to its accomplifhment, for he certainly pofleffes 
a great {hare of true poetical feeling.and ability, We have 
read thefe two poems with real gratification, and have no 
hefitation in promifing the lovers of poetry, that they will 
here meet with fome very beautiful paflages, and two very 
interefling and-f{pirited compofitions. 

The firft is a melancholy tale founded. on a portion of 
Saxon hiftory, in this the epithalamfum, or the marriage of 
Edwy and Elgiva, is extremely melodious, containing fome 
beautiful paffages, which denote that the author had in his 
recollection that elegant ode of Johannes Séecundus, 


Hora fuaviculaet voluptuofa, &c, 


That our commendation of Mr, Bland’s poetical tafte and 
talent is not overcharged, will f{ufficiently appear from the 
following animated défeription of the Danith holt, :and the 
“Tages for a human ware to propitiate the God of 

ar, 


‘¢ Then firft the pagan war-note ftruck their car 
Beneath the brow of giant Unnitterre, 
Were cruel Harfagar had made a ftand 
And barr’d the paflage with his Danifh band. 
Savage the hoft—-upon their mailed coats 
‘Their blood-red hair in braids fantaftic floats, 
Chains on their finewy necks the warriors hung, 
And on their arms to war and labour ftrung 
Bracelets of gold, of rude magnificence, 
‘Their oath in peace, in battle their defence. 
Fierce was the din: the trumpets bray aloud, 
The javelins dark/e in an iron cloud ; 
Ye With 
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With equal hafte the rival fquadrons rage, 

And {word to fword, and {pear to fpear engage ; 
Plumes, glaives, and morions ftrew the deadly fpace, 
And ftill they grapple in a fierce embrace, 

While as they fcatter death and havoc wild 

Forth from the eaft the merry morning fmil’d 

On the fad field and waters of Lodore 

That fwell’d with Pagan and with Chriftian gore. 
But now the fairing hoft of Cumbria fly 

With rites profane to footh each deity ; 

For this, repulf’d, the battle they forfake, 

And itrive to reach their temple on the lake, 
Where Chriftian men on difmal altars bled, 
Sacred to powers abhorr’d, and nam’d with dread, 


“ A green ifle rifes pleafant to the gaze 
From a fiooth lake, where now in happier days 
The weary fifherman unfurls his fail, 

Trufting his little thallop to the gale, 

Till eve invites him to the quiet hore, 

Abode of peace, but terrible before 

From Odin's fane, and dreadful facrifice 

Of human victims to the’ offended fkies. 
Hither in throngs the Pagan priefts advance 
With yells and hymns of barbarous diffonance, 
To pleafe the God fevere ; and low incline 
Their impious heads before his lofty fhrine. 
Livid with chains teu youths before it ftood, 
To glut with Englith gore the power of blood, 
Where, built of fkulls, a dreadful altar rofe, 
And bones, the remnant of their Chriftian foes. 
Ten noble maids at Freya’s idol kneel, 

And pale and filent wait the coming fteel, 
Prepar'd to ftain their bofoms’ ivory charm, 
But late with hopetul love and fweereft promife warm. 
Aud while the minifters of {laughter lave 

‘bheir bloody veffels in the Derwent wave, 

And knives for dreadful facrifice prepare, 

‘Thus ta the god of arms arofe their prayer: 


«« € God of the brave! that look’ ft en things below 
From thy bleak throne on Skiddaw’s gloomy brow, 
Great king! of power to ope Valhalla’s door 
Thro’ clang of bucklers fought, and bath of gore, 
Revive thy wolves of carnage when they fail, 

When thick and dark defcends the battle’s hail. 

So fhall no mercy at our hands be known, 

No woman’s feeling for the captive’s groan, 
Rat where our hott thy fable raven bears, 

“hall &ream the widow’s and the orphan’s tears, 


Par ic 
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Panic in front, and all our march behind 
Blank drearinefs, and wailings in the wind, 
Shall make the vifit of our bloody wars 
More dread than peftilence from baleful ftars. 
Age, Youth, and Beauty fhall unpitied fall, 
And one o’erwhelming ruin bury all.’ 


“¢ Thus while they hymn’d and pray'd, the warrior crowd 
Thrice to the fpirit of the mountain bow’d, 
Clanking their arms, and, burning to deftroy 
Their blooming victims, breath’d a horrid joy. 
But ere tht gory orgies they began, 
The victors preff’d with Edwy at their van ; 
Thro’ all their temple gleam’d the Saxon fpear, 
And plumed ftandards Fover'd in the rear, 
Strong and more ftrong the conqu’ ring prefs increaf’d, 
Bear down the god, and interrupt the feaft.” P. 22. 


The fecond tale, of Sir Everard, has perhaps more fancy 
and invention, and is of more pleafing termination. Some 
notes are added, in part illuftrative, and partly introduced as 
a vehicle for fome well executed tranflations from the 
Greek, in particular of Admetus’s farewell to Alceflis, and 
the noble folilo uy of Eleétra on taking the urn of Oreftes 
in her hand. ff we fay that we prefer the author’s poetry 
to his profe, we only meag that he feems to have cultivated 
the one talent rather than the other ; but the following paflage 
feems rather paradoxical, and indeed is not to us perfeétly 
intelligible. 


‘* Such defcriptions, if put into the hands of our youth, might 
tend to extinguifh that cold and calculating felfifhnefs, that artful 
and venomous malignity which are gaining daily ftrength in this 
nation; verging, as it is, nearer and nearer to the two evils, 
Commerce and Methodifm. For the caufe of morality, they 
would do more than twenty treatifes of ethics (which are now 
held in fuch high efteem), with all their vapid definitions of 
night and wrong, and their abortive endeavours at reducing to 
a form, or term of expreffion, that which defies definition, and 
reigns fenfibly, though undefined, in the breaft of every man 
_— has the hardihood to queftion his own motives for action.’’ 
- 162. 


There is furely fomething very fingular, in thus joining 
commerce and methodifm, as equal and fimilar evils. We 
fhall be very happy to fee more of Mr. Bland’s tales, and 
perhaps their impreflion will not be diminifhed by his occa- 
tionally diverfifying the metre. 
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Art. XIII. An Enquiry*into the Seat and Nature of Fever; 
as deducible from the Phenomena, Caufes, and rt Men of 
the Difeafe, the Effects and Remedies, and the Appearances on 
Diffection. In two Parts. Part the Firft, containing the 
general Doétrine of Fever. By Henry Clutterbuck, M.D. 
Member of the Royal College of Phyficians, London. vo, 
440 pp. 98. Boofey,&c. 1807. 


[U NDISMAYED by the difficulties which unavoidably 
meet every. enquiry into the nature of fever, the 
prefent writer advances to the charge fortified with perfe. 
verance, and armed with confiderable erudition. Like an 
able general, he has anticipated oppofition, and fent out 
pioneers to clear the way, that his main force may be 

rought up without obftruction. In the firft chapter, the 
laws of the fyftem in health, and the nature of difeafe are 
confpicuoufly explained; though it is not without much 
ingenuity that they are adapted to fuppert fome opiniens 
detailed ina fubfequent part of the work. Thus the author, 
having to eftablifh that fever is a /ocal difeafe, confifting in 
inflammation, and that its feat is the brain, fcarcely names 
the nervous fyftem as being fubje& to morbid change; and 
altogether overlooks its general and direét influence upon 
the conflitution: while he confiders ‘* the vafcular fyftem, 
including arteries, veins, -and abforbents, as the principal 
agent by which all the great changes, natural as well as 
morbid, that take place in the living body,- are brought 
about.” In the third feétion he advances a ftep further, and 
the ufual divifion of difeafes into general or univerfal, and local, 
is deemed incorreét ; all difeates being regarded as local in 
their origin, or affettions of fome particular parts or organs, 
and never of the entire fyftem. The author is fufficiently 
aware, that this is in dire€t oppofition to generally re- 
ceived opinion, and contrary to the higheft medical au- 
thority. It is a point of the utmoft moment, not fo much 
trom its affeéting the theory of difeafes, as by its influencing 
the practice of cure; and we do think that Dr. Clutter- 
buck, in juftice to himfelf, and to thofe who may embrace 
his opintons, fhould have advanced fome Soonges Bree 


of his allertion than he has thought proper to adduce. He has, 
war 


indeed, referred the reader to a fubfequent part of his work 
for proofs, that the febres and exanthemata are local difeafes, 
but our fearch for them was in vam. The failure of ella- 
blifhing this point is untortunate, becaufe it is evident! 
aifumed as a propofition, which being admitted, might a 
tate 
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litste the conclufion arrived at in the next chapter; that the 
primary feat of fever is the brain; and its phenomena des 
pendent on inflammation of that organ. 

The author next enumerates the fymptoms of fevers in 

encral, as defcribed by Dr. Fordyce; of the flow nervous 
Doet or typhus mitior, and of the putrid, malignant, and 

etechial fevers, and plague, by Drs. Huxham, Lind, De 

ertens, &c. &c. From all which it is inferred, * that 
fevers of all defcriptions, from the low nervous fever, to the 
plague itfelf, are chara€terized by the fame effential fymptoms, 
differing only in degree. Thefe fymptoms,” he adds, ** may 
all, as it appears to me, be referred without difficulty to a 
topical morbid affettion of the brain as its fource ; .as will 
be feen by tracing their relation to the particular funétions 
of this organ.” . Proceeding with this inveftigation, the 
author ably defcribes the derangement of the animal. func. 
tions, which accompanies every ftage of fever, and after 
fome interefting pra€tical obfervations, concludes “ that 
the animal funétions, as they have been called,’ to wit, fens 
fation and voluntary motion, and likewile the powers of the 
mind, all of which E amer immediately on the brain, and vary 
with every variation in the ftate of this, are conflantly and 

reatly deranged in every cafe, of proper fever.” | The vita} 
fonttiods, refpiration and the circulation of the blood are 
flated to be affected in a fecondary way, only in confequence 
of their conneétion with, and dependence on the brain. 
The author, however, does not regard increafed aétion of 
the vafcular fyftem as a neceflary fymptom of fever. He 
quotes feveral writers to prove, that in fome fevers the pulfe 
iseven flower than natural, and that “ ina great many others, 
and thofe often of the moft mahignamt charaéter, it {carcely 
varies from the healthy ftandard.” Here we think Dr, C. 
has been induftrious in fearching for anomalous fymptoms, 
which are always to be found in the written hiftories of 
difeafes; whilft, if he had ftated his own experience, we 
have no hefitation in afluming, that it would have been in 
favour of increafed a€tion of the vafcular fyftem, being one 
of the moft general and univerfal fymptoms of fever; and 
its oppofite ftate of diminifhed ation, or fever with the pulfe 
flower than in health, a moft unufual phenomenon. 

The natural funétiens are next fhown to be only {econdarily 
affetted; and the ftate of the flomach is partucularly con- 
fidered. The author contends, that no affeétion of the flo- 
mach per fe could occafion fuch fymptoms as head-ach or 
vertigo, nor conftitute the immediate caufe.of apoplexy or 
palfy: all thefe are manifeftly affections of the brain and its 


junétions.”” 










































‘808 Clutterbuck on Frver. 


funétions?’ Admitting this, it. by no means. follows, that 
the difordered funétions of the ftomach in fever depend on 
the difordered ftate of the brain; yet the author apprehends 
this to be the cafe, though he has the candour to flate, that 
the derangement of the ftomach takes place from the ve 
firft attack of fever ; even as foon as the afleftién of the head. 
We have often, indeed generally, obferved the latter fucceed 
the former; and inflammation of the brain is not fo flight an 
affeGion, as to efcape the feeling of the patient, if it does the 
obfervation of the praétitioner. We regard the circum. 
ftance of the affeétion of the ftomach preceding that of the 
head, as an infurmountable objeétion to the author's 
theory. 

The petechia, macula, and wibiees, which accompany ma- 
lignant fevers, are attributed ‘* to a torpid or nearly paralytic 
{tate of the extreme veflels, in confequence of which the 
blood ftagnates in their extremities, or is poured out into the 
cellular membrane adjoining. This torpor indicates a vi- 
tiated ftate of the nervous power.” 

The doctrine of the feat of fever, being in the brain, is 
extended to the ‘‘ exanthemata, or eruptive fevers, and tc 
fuch as are attended with {pecific inflammation of certain 
=: as Cynanche maligna, parotidea, and perhaps others.” 

Ve are aware that this is a neceffary confequence of a pre- 
ceding propofition ; and we are alfo aware that it is flrongly 
again{t the pase for in fome of the exauthemata, 
and other febrile complaints with local affeétions, as {mall 
pox, meafles, fcarlatina, &c. though fever precede ; the 
affection of the head is often extremely flight, and in {ome 
inftances not prefent at all; furely no man, unlefs utterly 
blinded by partiality to fome hypothetical opinion, could 
for a moment fuppofe thefe to be the cafes of inflammation of 
the brain. 

Among the remote caufes of fever, befides the different 
contagions and miafmata, irritation of various kinds, mental 
as well as bodily, is enumerated. In confidering predif 
fition to fever, the author obferves, ** Jt has been faid, that 
idiots, maniacs, negroes, very old people, and likewife new- 
born infants are lefs liable to fever than others; and that 
brutes never labour under proper fever :” and without in- 
veftiguting thefe vague aflertions, he proceeds to account 
for the circumftance, and convert it in favour of his own 
peculiar notions, on the fuppofition, that in thefe cafes 
there is a morbid condition of the brain; or a general want 
of fenfibility which renders the fyfem infufceptidle of 
fever. . 
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In the third chapter, the nature of febrile aétion is con- 
fidered. The analogy between the phenomena of fever and 
thofe of inflammation generally 1s made apparent. In both, 
there is preternatural heat ; pain, and throbbing in the bead ; 
increafed fenfibility ; furred tongue; and both are preceded 
and ufhered in by fimlar fymptoms. Blood taken from pa- 
tients in fever often exhibits the fame appearances, as thet 
drawn from thofe who are affeéted with inflammation. The 
exciting caufes of both are frequently of a fimuilar nature ; 
and much ingenious reafoning is employed in fupport of 
their immediately acting upon the brain. The alternation 
of fever with inflammation is obferved to be frequent ; and 
the means of cure are fhown to be fimilar. From all that 
has been advanced, the author concludes, that he has efta- 
blifhed the probability that ‘‘ fever confifls in an inflam- 
matory a€tion going on in the veflels of the brain; in other 
words, that it is nothing more nor lefs than a-fpecies of phre- 
nitis, or topical inflammation of this organ.”” In fupport 
of this opinion, he next confideis the fymptoms, caufes, 
and treatment of the two affections, again preferring writter 
authority to his own experience; and in a long fection, 
through which our limits do not permit us to. accompany 
him, he compares the fymptoms of phrenitis with thofe ot 
fever, endeavouring to eftablith, by numerous extracts from 
the writings of Galen, Hippocrates, and later authors, that 
thefe two difeafes are in their nature identical, being merely 
modifications ef the fame topical affection. 

The appearances on diffeétion are afterwards detailed, and 
feveral pages are devotedto prove, that we are not acquainted 
with the natural ftate of ee and confequently cannot 
accurately diftinguifh the morbid changes which it undergoes 
from difeafe. Anatomical teachers are ftated to demon- 
ftrate to their pupils, as being found, brains which are 
actually difeafed ; the brains of patients, who have died in 
lever, are feldom or never examined after. death, with a 
view to learn the confequences of the difeafe, while the 
brains of fuch patients are exhibited in diflecting rooms 
without the difeafed appearance being noticed ; and Iaftly, 
the ftru€ture of the brain is very liable to be altered by the 
readinefs with which it is fubjetted to putrefaétion. Hence 
it 1s inferred, that our acquaintance with the brain in‘a 
found ftate, being fallacious, we can know little of the morbid 
changes of ftruéture to which it is liable. In anfwer to this 
we fhall merely obferve, that though there may be fome 
ignorant profefiors of anatomy, (a circumftance not common 
inthis age and country) and fome brains not in a proper 
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ftate for diffeflion, or where the hiftory of the cafe cabne 
be known; it by no means follows, that the fkilful anatomif 
is not aware of the general and particular appearances which 
occur when the brain really has been inflamed ; and if thete 
do not occur in all cafes of fever; or if other organs, be- 
fides the brain, are a8 frequently found to have fuffered from 
inflammation; we fhould rether infer, that inflammation of 
the brain is véry rare, and not effential to fever. The 
author himfelf informs us, that in fome inflances, patients 
affected with fever have recovered their faculties and mental 
poffefhon, in a remarkable degree, a little while before death ; 
now experience fufficiently demonftrates, that the powers ot 
the mind depend upon the due organization of the brain; this 
muil be deflroyed if the inflammation is fo attive as to oc- 
cafion death ; and being deftroyed, we are at a lofs to con. 
cerve how the funétions of the brain are fo {peedily reftored, 
We agree-with Dr. C. when he fates, that ** although 
vilible lefion of fru€ture in the brain from inflammation be 
neither a neceflary nor a conftant effet of fever, yet it 
too frequent an occurrence, te allow ws to confider it as 
merely accidéntal ; while the figns of difordered vafeular 
a‘tion, fending to diforganization, are never wanting.” But 
thefe, in every inflance of fever, we regard as. fecondary 
effetis, induced by the increafed a€tion of the whole vafculat 
fyflern, in a delicate and fenfible organ. 

In the fucceeding fe€tion, the author has gleaned thirty- 
feven pages on the nature of fever, from the writings of the 
Arabian, Greek, and Latin Phyficians ; many hard names 
are quoted, and many foolifh oprmions; long fince configned 
to oblivion by all judicious men, are again Brough to light ; 
whether to demonitrare the author's extenfive reading, of 
by their abfurdity co render his own hypothelis more tolerable, 
we cannot difcover. With lefs dithculty, we think, he 
might have quoted as many equally refpeable authorities m 
dire oppofition to his dottrine. 

We would gladly follow the author in his obfervations on 
the cure of fever, but, as it would require too much detail, 
mult refer to the work itfelf, a*principal part of which 16 
devoted to this sey arnt fubpeét. Upon A» whole, we re 
gard this as an able and learned produétion ; if it will not 


convince, it is at leafl caleulated to promote enquiry 7 
though the author appears to be decidedly a believer in the 
do@rine he bas advanced (which is not always the cafe with 
medical writers) he has difpfayed much caution, temperance, 
and candour in his imvefhgation; and notwithfta our 
difference of opinion, which we have thoug!n it our ee 
’ 
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fate, we have great pleafure.in recommending this work te 
general perufal, as containing much valuable information 
uamixed with frivolous ren s, and uniullied hy abulive 
reflections on preceding writers. 
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Ant. 14. Legendary Tadless By Bagleyfeld Smith, 12mo. 
139 pp» 43. Longman; &c. 1806. 


No arts of book-making have been employed to introduce, 
br fet off, thefe little Poems, There is neither adver. 
tifement, introduction of any kind, nor even afingle note. This 
looks like the confidence af genius; yet it is a confidence not 
well founded. For, either the author, aiming at fimplicity, car. 
ties it beyond its juft bounds ; or he wants ‘the fRill to give a 
proper polith to ‘his lange . The tales are ‘five in number, 
namely, 1, Hartfield and Abana. 2. Mostcarand Elfina, P. zi. 
g: Hoder and Heda. P.ig7. 4. Bartha, P. 87. 5. William 
and Ellen, P, ant. The Lait of thefe is founded on a tale tra. 
ditional in Scotland, and the fubjeét of an eld ballad. Birtha, 
in all the firft part of the ‘narrative, has a ftrong gefemblance to 
the Lénora of Burger. They all are decorated with the machi- 
nery of. ghofts, and other:pretesnatural appearances. The ‘fol- 
lowing {pecimen will illuftrate.our opinion of the author's ftyle, 
while at the fame time we are inchined to think thatihe-has powers 
which deferve cultivation. 


*« Pale fear thrill’d thro’ his manly breaf 
In every limb he fhook ; 

But ah! his true lave a there, 
And frantic grew his ; 

He rais’d his voice through the dark night, 
And call'd his ‘true love's name; 

But nought was heard 'thro* the wild bounds, 
Save echo back . 

The bleak wind ‘thro’ ‘the hall 
That ufed to thine'fo bright, 

Where now a feene of carnage wild, 
ev try marly, h ae night. 
He fought -her here, he t her there; 

Thro’ hat and hovel too : 
He fought her through both wood and wild, 
But all it would wot do. 
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He fought her through the country’s bounds 
All frantic and forlorn, 

And with defpair lay down at night, 
And with her rofe at morn."’  P. go, 


We fhall be glad to hail this poet again, if he will ecltivate 
fomething of a more polifhed ftyle. He feems by no means 
deficient in imagination, which, when well regulated, is doubt. 
lefs an excellent ingredient in the poetic charatter. 


Arr. 1s. Poetical Recreations, By Anthony Harrifon. Crown 
8vo. Two Volumes, 12s.. Faulder. 1806. 


This author is one of the few who conceive a juft idea of the 
tribunal before which he is brought by »publication. “ All 
attempts,’” he fays, ‘© to conciliate the files or avert the frowns 
of criticifm by prefatory courtefy or deprecation, are futile, im, 
pertinent, and vain :’’ becaufe, as he adds, in allegorical terms, 
on the merits of his productions, not on his apologies, muft their 


fate depend. He gives us, ina few fhort hints, a clear infight 
into his own fituation. Firit, from his motto: 


«* A Crerx foredoom’d his Father’s foul to crofs, 
Who pens a ftanza when he fhould engrofs,’’ 


Then by a number of legal terms, interwoven iv his firt 
poem, (p. 17.) and laftly by a fort note at the end of that pocm. 
From all which it may be colleéted, that having been bred to 
the law, and being deprefled by ficknefs or misfortune, he had 
recourfe to poety for recreation, and ‘having found it, prefents 
the refult to the public. It appears alfo, that he is a Com- 
berland man. His effufions are very various, aud by no meats 
deferving of that caftigation which he feems in fote degree 
to apprehend. Whether he will -hereafter rank as an “ 
poet, cannot fo foon be determined; but he may afely 
be claffed among thofe who have no mean talent for compofition, 
nor are deficient in imagination or tafte. The following well-de- 
ferved compliment to a female poet of eminence, will form a 
appropriate fpecimen of the writer’s powers. The tragic Mule 
fpeaks. 

‘« But fince Britannia’s vitiated tafte 

Teaves the rich lawn, to batten on the wafte, 

Since Otway’s and my. Shakefpeare’s flow’rs fublime, 

Bow to exotics of Germania’s clime ; 

And where my Garrick charm’d th’ attentive ear, 

Stuff’d clephants and dancing dogs.appear ; 

Sick of the fcene, I now my light conceal ; 

And, bluthing, hide the ray ’twere ufelefs to reveal. 
‘* Yer | exempt from general difpraife 


The late effufions of a maiden’s lays : 


Too 
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Too long to man I partially aflign’d 
To paint the fervid paffions of the mind ; 
As tho’ the ftrong emotions of the breatt 
By tender woman could not be exprefs’dy 
Lo! Baillie’s hand. now ftrikes my mournful lyre ; 
Bleit with a fplendid beam of Shakefpeare’s hallow’d fire.’” 
Vol. 1. pe 35- 


He continues ta expatiate on the peculiar merits of Mifs 
Baillie’s writings. We cannot attempt to give fumples of the 
vatious ftyles a Which this author i written; but we fe. 
commend his volumes, as’ what he calls them, ‘* Poctical 


Recreations.’’ 


LAW. 


Art. 16. The Conftable’s Afiflant; being a Compendium of the 
Duties and Powers of Conftables and other Peace Officers ; ehiehy 
as they relate to the apprehending of Offenders, and laying In- 
formations before Magiftrates. By the Society for the Sup- 
de of Vice. 8vo. 48 pp. 18. Rivingtons, &c. &c. 
1808. 


This appears to be an extremely ufcfal manual fora peace officer ; 
and the committee have done very wifely in prefixing to it a criti. 
que, which, as it bears the name of a very eminent counfel, muft 
have more effect than any anonymous opinion, We fhall there. 
fore copy it. : 


«© Mr. Const’s Opinion on this Work.’ 


* On my firft perufal of this Compendium, it occurred to me 
that the material part might be given in a finaller compafs, and I 
flattered myfelf foe I could fo comprefs it; but failing in the 
attempt, I have. again reftored it to its firft fhape: for I found 
that whatever I cut out, made fome other part defective, for 
want of the context. If therefore 1 have not improved it, I 
fatisfy myfelf that I have not, deteriorated it; “ince, with few 
alterations, and thofe trifling ones, I return it with perfect ap. 
probation, for the purpofe . which it was prepared. It con. 
tains fufficient inftruétion for the Peace Officer, to act with advan. 
tage to the community, and with fafety to himfclf: his duty is 
trongly and clearly marked; and if heaéts in conformity to the 
directions herein contained, it muft materially tend to the improve. 
ment of the morals, and confequently tothe ultimate comfort of 
thofe, who may be affected by the coercion it promotes.’’ 

‘* Pump Court, Temple, © Fa’. Const.” 

June 0 ssth, 1807.” _ 

After fuch an account, there cannot, we think, be any doubt 
scfpecting the mexit aad utility of the tract, 
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POLITICS. 


Arar. 17. The Red Book; or, the Gowernment of Francis the 


Firft, Emperor of the Englifh, King of the Scotch aud Irifh, &:, 
Se. Ge. A Dream. By Caffandre ~Non-Reveur. 8vo. 
76 pp. 2s. 6d. J. J. Stockdale. 1807. 


Under the form of a Dream this author very juftly, in our opi. 
nion, prediéts the fate of Britain and its dependencies in the event 
of a certain baronet and his affociates fueceeding in exciting a ge- 
neral infurre¢tion, the only objeét to which their proceedings feem to 
tend, and the only mearis by which fuch a junto could obtain power. 
—He firft reprefents the general maffacre and devaftation that mutt 
accompany fuch a revolution, and the confequent fubjugation of 
our country to the tyrant of the continent, which muft enfve. 
The Britith navy and army (he fates, with great probability), 
would be fo torn by internal faQions, and become fo mutinous and 
difaffefted for want of pav and provifions, as to oppofe little, if 
any refiftance to the numerous invading hordes of France ; of which 
thefe iflands, after experiencing all the horrors of invafion and 
plunder, would become in effeét a province. This author's objett 


is manifeftly to warn the people againft the arts of demagogues; 2 
defign which has our warmeft praife. Nor is the execution of it 
contemptible. The names, however, which he has chofen for 


his heroes, (Francis Brutulus, Brutus Bobbeart, &c.) do not ap- 
pear to us to be happily devifed. 


Ant, 18. Church, King, and Confitution; a@ Dialogue be. 
tewece Mr. Fobu Bull and Mr. Simon Weatheresek. Second 


Edition. 8vo. 20 pp. 6d. Hereford printed, Riving- 
tons, &¢, London. 1807. 


After fo many piétutes of John Bull znd his fentiments, this 
is one which maft ftill be contemplated with pleafure. The 
worthy Englifhman ftates briefly, but clearly, to a wavering 


neighbour, his reafons for having a warm atic toCHuRCH, 


Kine, and Constrtutron. ‘Lhe warmth of his fenttments, re- 
* fpetting the fecond of thefe great objects, is particularly pleafing 
to us, becaufe it fpeaks not only our own feelings, but thofe, we 
are perfuaded, of a very large majority of the people. 

Bull, Ah! Simon, Simon, can you want to be told any 
thing about the King? Every mouth you know, that {peaks 
truth, is full of his praifes. 1 am fure | cannot utter a thov- 
fandth part of his goodnefs, and fhall never fatisfy myfelf if 1 
attempt it. L have felt fo moch-for him, within this lat month, 
and thought fo much about ‘him,—that all my thoughts and 
words feem to be got into my heart, and ready to barit it with 
fwellings of honour, admiration, gratitude!" P. §, 


When 
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When fuch fentiments are the refult not of flattery but of 
truth, and almoft of univerfal feeling, how glorious is it for the 
Objectof them. The reft of this Buflite tract is as found and jutt 
as.the above fpecimen, What can we fay more? 


Aut. 19. Peace awithout Difbonour, War without Hope, An 
Argument againft Wav with Great Britain. Recently publifoed 
at Bofton, Ry an Amgrican Farmer. %8v0O. 43 pp. Butter. 
worth. 1807. 


The objeét of this {pirited, and (in our opinion) truly patriotic 
tract, is to convince the author’s countrymen, the Americans, of. 
the injuftice, as well as the impolicy, of going to war with 
Great Britain, on account of the affair between the Leopard and 
the Chefapeake, This writer very properly diftinguifhes hetween 
the fuppofed claim to /earch fhips of war for deferters in general, (a 
claim which the Britifh government has never, we believe, afferted) 
and the fpecific demand of deferters known to have been eplifted, 
and to be harboured on board of American fhips. He then very 
perfpicuovily details the facts of the cafe, which had been greatly 
mifreprefented in America, and which, he fhows, were miftated 
even in the proclamation ef Prefident Jefferfon., It appears froin 
this ftatement, that five Britith feamen, four of whom were 
natural born fubjeéts of Britain, .rofe upon the officer under whom 
they were employed, threatened to murder him, and. made off 
with a boat belonging to che fhip, to the American fhore, where 
they landed, The very next day, they were enlifted as part of the 
crew of the Chefapeake ; the day following their Captain (Lord 
James Townfend) demanded thefe men of the recruiting officer of 
the Chefapeake, pledging his word, that they were his failors ; 
and that the Britith government had a property in their fervices, 
but received an pa anfwer ; and the men were net delivered 
up, nor difcharged. Applications were then made by the Britifh 
Conful to the Mayor of Norfolk (in Virginia) and by the Britith 
minifter to the American government, but without effect. Thefe 
men continued on board the Chefapeake till the thip failed down 
the river, when four of them deferted, -The fifth, Jenkin Rate 
ford, remained on hoard till after the latt demand made by Captain 
Humphreys; to which demand Captain Barron replied, that 4e 
knew of no fuch men as Captain Humphreys deferibed. After the 
action Rattord was found hid in the coal-hole of the Chefapeake, 
and has fince been tried, found guilty of mutiny, and executed, 
Thefe previous demands and refufals, occafioned the order. of 
Admiral Berkeley to fearch for the deferters alluded to ; on the 
circumftances attending the execution of which, this writer 
remarks, aft. That it would not have been beneath the dignity 
of Captain Burron to have ttated the cafe ¢ru/y to Captain Hume 


phreys, and delivered up the only man of thofe demanded wha 
remained on board ;—~2dly. That nothing in the anfwer of ae 
Z4 . is 
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B. is an exeoufe for not delivering up Jenkin Ratford, then on 
board the Chefapeake ;—-3dly. The author condemns the meannefs 
of the American papers, in reprefenting the attack as cowardly and 
afiaflin-like, as the American frigate was nearly or quite equal 
in ftrength to the Britifh man of war, and is proved to have 
been fully prepared. 

The author goes on to difprove the Prefident’s affertion, that 
*¢ the feamen demanded had been previoufly afcertained to: be 
native citizens of the United Srates,’’ and thows that all the 
feamen demanded were native Britifh feamen, and confequently 
that ‘* all this exaggerated criminality falls to the ground,” 
The cafe of the other Tefervers not demanded, but found on board 
the Chefapeake, is then fully, and we think fatisfaftorily, dif. 
cuffed ; although the author fhows it forms no part of the real 
queftion, He then examines the principles of the law of nations 
gn this fubject, in order to afcertain whether, or not, the 
American government was in good faith obliged to give up thefe 
deferters ?—The authorities of Grotius, Puffendorf, Burlamaqui 
and Vattel, and particularly Grotius, are cited to fhow that t 
fubjefts of any ftate, though not in public employ, cannot 
expatriate themfelves ix time of war. ‘* How much ftronger,” 
he adds, * is the principle when applied to perfons in public 
employ, bound by an exprefs: agréement, obhged by having 
received the public money for their fervices, and 6n whofe fidelity 
the exiftence of the nation more immediately depends.’’—** If,” 
he adds, ** it be the higheft crime, and one of the greateft 
injuries a fubject can do to his country, to defert its fervice, can 
it be neceflary to prove that it is unlawful for a friendly nation to 
receive, encourage, enlift, and defend by force fuch deferters ?” 
The author proceeds to anfwer thofe who admit that the practice 
of enlifting Britith deferters is a violation of neutrality, but 
contend that, although the government might have waged wat 
for the detention of them, their officers had no fuch right. This 
allegation is, in our opinion, fully refuted by ftrong and ingenious 
arguments, which our limits will not permit/us to detail. 

The expediency of a war with Great Britain is next examined, 
and the probable gain and lofs eftimated. -‘* If we fucceed,” 
fiys the writer, ‘* we gain the right to cover a few Britifh feamen 
whom we do not want,’ but we hazard our lives, our liberties, 
our government. We do not hazard our property ; that, together 
with our neutral advantages, will aaeecrably go to enrich our 
enemy.’ He truly afferts that Great Britain does not claim the 
right of fearching Aips of war (as pretended), and that * the 
cafe of the Chefspeake was not grounded upon it: it was a 
veprifal tor a wrorg done by the Americans.’ The little pro- 
bability that any important advantage could be obtained by 4 
war is forcibly pointed out, and the diftrefs and ruin likely to 
enfue to the commerce, finances, and agriculture, of America, 
ftrongly depifted in the remainder of this tract; of which, r% 

truly, 
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traft, fufficient has been faid by us to evince, that, while-the 
author maintains the cau/fe of this couutry, he confalts the bef 


interefts of his own. 


Ant. 20. Tnformation and Remarks on the Prefent State of the 
Debtor and Creditor Laws. By a Barrifier. 8vo. 138 pp. 
Symonds. 1808. 


The important and difficult fabje¢t of tmprifonment for debt is 
here confidered, very fully and elaborately, under the feveral 
heads of 1ft. Arreft and Bail. adly. Of Pleadings, Judgments, 
Writs of Error-and Executions. gdly, Of the Bankrupt Laws, 
4thly. Contempts of Court and Attachments in Equity. sthly. 
Of Crown Debtors and Damages for Adultery, Affault, Defa. 
mation and other Perfonal Injuries. 6thly. Of Prifons - and 
Prifoners gerierally ; and ‘the. Ends of Imprifonment for Debt. 
7thly. On the Inefficacy of partial Infolvent Acts; and propofed 
Outlines of a more general Remedy, confiftent with Public 
Juftice and Individual Right. — 

On. thefe topics the author difplays confiderable information, 
and appears to be actuated by fincere benevolence. His remarkey 
however, as they could not be expe¢ted to have much novelty, 
fhould have been compreffed into a much {maller compafs ; which 
might eafily have been done by carefully avoiding repetitions. 
He infifts, as many have infifted before him, that, while the 
effect of our laws is the oppreffion and ruin of many well-meani 
but unfortunate debtors, they allow in many cafes a dihonelt 
debtor to hold his creditors at defiance, and wafte in luxurious 
indulgence (which even in a prifon may be had for money) the 

roperty which ought to be applied in fatisfaction of his debts, 
We are inclined to think that the latter of thefe cafes is more 
frequent than the former, or at leaft that the creditor is mo 
often the fubject of pity. No fafe or adequate remedy, however, 
has yet been found for either of thefe inconveniences, although 
the fubjeét has been frequently brought before Parliament, and 
confidered by fome of the ableit men in the kingdom. We would 
not, neverthelefs, difcourage the well-intended efforts of. this 
writer ; and recommend the perufal of his work to thofe re. 
fpeétable perfonages who meditate a reform in that branch of our 
laws. For he who laboyrs diligently on any fubjeét, feldom 
labours wholly in vain. 


Art. ot. The Policy of the Blockading Syftem Refuted, ewith 
Objervations on the Prefent Stage of theWar! Ina Lettertoa 
Friend. 8yo. 48 PP- 9s. 6d, [ Wilfon. 1807, 


In the preface 'to this pamphlet, the reader is folicited, as a 
favour, to banith prejadice from his mind under any and every 


form. 
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form, Whether fuch a feveur was ever conferred by the teader- 
of a political tra& on the author of it; may be juitly doubted: 
for what Englifhman, of any feeling or fpirit, has not his polis 
tical prejudices : fome perhaps erroneous, others highly laudable, 
and which, we will venture to fay, ought not to be laid afide, 
There is one prejudice indeed, in many Britith breafts, (as we 
hope), of an inveterate kind; which muft be eradicated before 
we can liften with patience to fome of the doétrines and affertions 
of this author, namely, “‘ ‘Tue Love or our Country,.’’ ‘He 
begins by calling, without proof, the expedition to Copenhagen 
‘* an unjuft aggreffion,’’ and alludes to fome prophecy of his 
own, refpecting ‘‘ that ungenerous meafure (as he terms it) the ex. 
pofition of which prophecy would, we believe, puzzle the moft inge. 
nious interpreter. Another prophecy of this writer is fomewhat 
more intelligible, viz. that Bonaparte will compel us to reftore 
the Danifh fleet. To this we may, in the true fpirit of old Eng. 
lith prejudice, anfwer, ‘* Never while Britain remains uncon. 
quered.’’ But what fhall we fay to that writer, who fpeaks of 
that expedition as ‘* throwing up the cap of defiance, not only 
to Denmark, but to Saveden, (our ally then and to the prefent 
moment.) Noravay (with whofe fovereign the king of Denmark 
is not likely to difagree) Roffia and Proffia; the two laf of 
which powers had previoufly (though perhaps unwillingly) con- 
federated with Bonaparte for our humiliation, if not our ruin. 
The few accidents (confidering the vaft number and variety 
of thips compofing the fleet, and the tempeftuous feafon of the 
year) which occurred on the return of the expedition, ate com- 
pared by this author to the deftruétion of the Spanith armada def- 
tined for the invafion of England!!! May we not requeft of 
this writer to fearch his own mind before he talks of prejudices? 
It is impoffible, however, to follow this author through all 
his opinions and fpeculations, which embrace moft of the political 
queftions lately agitated. He is, of courfe, for what is fo ime 
properly termed Carhelic emancipation, and gravely reprefents 
that body, to whom fo many indulgences have been progreflively 
granted, as epprefed! He rejoices, and feems to think his coun. | 

try rejoiced, at the difgraceful and lamentable fcenes which ac- 
companied the treaties of Tilfit, and feems quite difappointed 
that England did not hatten to fanétion the humiliating article 
relating to her. His attempts at reafoning on the orders in 
council (the profefied objet of the work) are fo weak in them- 
felves, and intermixed with fo much buffooncry, that they de- 
ferve little notice. One grofs mifreprefentation pervades them, 
The laft order of Bonaparte, endeavouring to retaliate (if we 
may fo exprefs it) upon our retaliation, is reprefenied as the firtt; 
which firit order did prohibit all tradeof neutrals to England, 
exprefsly declaring the Britith iflands in a ftate of blockade. 
Whether this order was, or was not, rigidly enforced as to 
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American thips, is not the queftion. It remains 

and has been, generally fpeakingy enforced. The hatdthip on - 
America conftitutes the chief objeétion of this writer, Bat to 
whom is that hardthip to be aferibed ? To the power who made 


the firt aggreflion on neutrality? or to that which only repelled 
it, by a juit retaliation on the aggreilor? 


MEDICINE, 


Ant, 22. Objervations on the Application of Lunar Canflie te 
Stri@ures in the Urethra and fophagus, By M, WW. Andrews, 
M.D. Member of the Royal Callege of Surgeons, London; late 
Army Surgeon, and now Phyfician at Madeira. 8v0. 185 pp. 
5s. 6d. Callow. 1807. 


The valuable work on Stri€ures, ponies by Mr. Home a 
few years ago, in which he fhowed the extraordinary fuccefs to 
be obtained by cauftic bougies, naturally excited feveral virulent 
attacks. Dr. Andrews has here, in a very gentlemanlike ftile, 
reprehended Mr. Home’s antagonifts for their feurrility; and 
both by arguments and cafes repelled their objections. : 

The bougie, armed with lunar cauftic, is already emeieres by 
moft of our eminent furgeons; and is very juftly confidered as 
one of the moft important improvements in modern forgery. 
But it is an inftrument which ought only to be employed by . 
thofe potfeffed of anatomical knowledge, and who are fkilled in 
ailuaging all the diftrefling fymptoms incident to Seriftures, 

There is of courfe no method of Py this difeafe, which 
is infallible; and the uncandid, as ufual, ftate the want of face . 
cefs in deplorable cafes, as a motive for rejecting the whole: plan. 
Dr. Andrews has very ably refuted thefe partial objeétions; 
and he has narrated; with candour and per{picuity, a number of 
cafes juftifying this new practice. He not only fhows the 
efeéts which are often quickly obtained by means of the arméd 
bougie, but hkewife points out the remedies to be employed, for 
fubduing the untoward fymptoms which fometimes attend. this 
lormidable difeafe, = _— a 

The caufes which he afligns for ftrictures are principally ewo, 
infammation and debility. That inflammation is a caufe, no 
one will queftion ; bat we confefs ourfelves at a lofs.to conceive 
how debility, either local or general, fhould occafion a firitture. 
There is no doubt that the debilitated are more liable to this, 
as well as many other difeafes, than the robaft; but this is 
not fufficient grounds to conftitute a caufe. To eftablith that, 
it is requifite to fhow what it is that occafions the contraftion 
or diminution of the canal of the urethra at -particular points, 
Medical writers certainly indulge too much in conjeétares, = 
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do not guard their imaginations with a dae portion of philofo. 
phical caution, And though the difcovering of caufes is often 
the moft difficult part of their bufinefs, they frequently bettow 
upon it the leaft portion of their attention. 

We regret likewife that Dr. Andrews has taken no notice of 
thofe cafes where the cauftic bougie is not requifite, or where it 
is inadmiflible. ‘This is an important defideratum ; for though 
the armed bougte is a mott ufeful inftrument, it is not fitted tor 
every cafe. ‘here are circumitances where other means ought 
to be reforted to in preference. ‘This wok is therefore not to be 
confideredy. which indeed it does not profefs itfelf to be, a com. 
plete Treatife on Stri€tures; but the obfervations it contains are 
extremely judicious, the cafes are fairly drawn up, and the con. 
clufions which are deduced are practically ufefal. 


Art. 23. Pradical Ohjervations on the Uterine Hemorrhage ; 
avith Remarks on the Management of the Placenta. By Fobn 
Burns, Ledurer on Midwifery, and Member of the Faculty of 
Phyficians and Surgeons in Glafgow. 8v0. 203 pp. 
Longman, 1807. 


5% 


Mr. Burns two years ago publifhed fome valuable Obfer- 
vations on Abortion. The prefent work may be confidered as a 
continuation of the former, and juftly merits the attention of 
practitioners in midwifery. The author derives his information 
not only from writers who have employed the Latin and Eng- 
lith languages, but likewife from the French and Italian fchools ; 
and the knowledge thus acquired has been well digefted. 

In confidering the caufes of Uterine Hemorrhage, he enumerates 
every thing that fuggefts itfelf to his imagination as capable of 
producing this effect: and difplays an ingenuity bordering upon 
excefs. ‘The treatment appears to us founded upon found prin- 
ciples ; but the particulars are not fitted to appear in a pub- 
lication of this kind. 

We take this opportunity of remarking, that the various 
learned works on midwifery that have lately appeared, prove the 
importance of fome better regulations of this branch of medicine. 
The diftreffing and dangerous accidents to which the more deli- 
cate fex are fo liable, require the moft confummate fkill. Yet by 
an unaccountable neglect in Medical Legiflation, any man or 
woman, however ignorant, may practice midwifery without ex- 
ainination or controul. ‘The pitiable cafe of a young lady whe 
appeared to have been deftroyed by grofs mifmanagement, as 
was contended in a late trial at the Old Bailey, will; we hope, 
lead to fome falutary law on this fubjett. 


DIVINITY. 
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DIVINITY. 


Ant. 24. An Addre/s to the tower Cla/s of bis Panifpienersy on 
the Subje® of Methodifm; from the Minifler of their dari; 
by the Auther of a Letter te a Country Gentleman, on. the jame 
Subje@. 8v0, 27 pp. 18 Raw, Ipfwich;  Rivingvons 
and Hatchard, London. 1806. | 


This is an appeal to men of “ plain underftandings ; confined 
altogether to points of which they are competent judges, and 
which come immediately home to themfelves.”’  ‘* The save fim 
truths I wifh to convince you of, are thefe: firf?, that you have 
left minifters of the pole’, in whom you have hitherto confided 
on the jufteft grounds, for fuch as have no reafonable claim to 
your confidence at all, Secondly, that in leaving the eftablifhed 
Church, in which you were brought up, be have left dotirines 
which are clearly the doétrines of the gofpel, for fuch as are not 
to be found there, and indeed are a dire¢t violation of its prin- 
ciples.”” P. 6. ‘hefe points are plainly and ftrongly infifted on ; 
and the traét will, in thefe times, be a feafonable and ufeful 
prefent to thofe for whom it was intended. 


Art. 25. A Sermon, preached in the Parifo-Church of St. Paul, 
Covent-Garden, at the Primary Vifitation of the Archdeacon of 
Middlefex, May 20, 1806. By Fames Cowe, Mid. Vicar 7 | 
Sunbury. 8vo. 26 pp. No Bookfeller, 1806, 


Having, on feveral occafions, ftrongly commended the efforts 
of this refpectable writer, we cannot have willingly delayed fo 
long our notice of the prefent difcourfe. But the accidents which 
produce fuch delays. are namberlefs ; and (as in this cafe) are ‘often 
unknown to the actual reviewers of the articles, ik 

Taking for his text 1 Timothy iv. 16, Mr. Cowe ftates y 
juftly, that “ the dignity and importance of the paftoral ‘office 
feem not to be properly underitood by many. They do not fuf- 
ficiently confider ‘the momentous purpofes for which Providenée 
has defignated us to the duties of. our facred function. With'a 
view, therefore, of flating to you the mature and défign of the 
clerical profetlion, I fhall offer a few obfervations dn the obli- 
gations it impofes, on the character we ought to fupport, and oa 
the duty of Chriftians to their fpiritual inftruciors..- The fab. 
jet, it is. admitted, is neither new nor curious; bot it i¥ pech, 
liarly interefting, and cannot be too deeply imprefled on our 
minds,’” P. 4. ~ - 

The defign of the apoftolic miffion is then fet forth from af. 
fages of Scripture: ** To fhew that Jefus Chrift. is the \Mefliah, 
the Redeemer of mankind, the reftorer of our loft hope and 
happinefs, was the grand defign of the apoftolx« miffion.’”” >. 2. 
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And the character of a Chriftiaa Minifter is drawn from the 
apoftolic writings; which thow, that “ the facred truft which we 
have undertaken is the mof awful and important that can occupy 
the mind of man.’ P. 4. 

The mature and importance of the duties impofed on Chriftian 
Minifters, are then generally, but clearly ftated.. When the 

exhorts his reverend brethren “* fo avoid theological 

controverfies;"’ he doubtlefs intends to be underftood with a 
confiderable degree of /imitation; for, in thefe days, to-warn' his 
hearers again falfe doctrines, fpread throughout the kingdom by 
itinerant ftrangers in endlefs {receffion, fecms to be a a {pe. 
cially incumbent on pariith minifters. To the following words 
we offer no objection: ‘‘ to recommend mutua! forbearance and 
“ane temper towards thofe whe differ from us, and to guard aur 

arers againit dogmatifm and intolerance."’ P. 9. A few 
words, at p. 11, arreft our notice: ‘in this difilute, but enlght. 
ened zge."’ "That the age is too generally diflolute, we cannot 
deny ; probably we owe this, in a great degree, te the immenfe 
increafe of trade, and to the opulence and Be luxury which 
it produces amongft uneducated perfons. Ob! that we could 
fay, or hope, that perfons ix high fations do not coutribute their 
fhare! But furelv if ever the world held forth warning to {uch 
perfons, this is the age, and this the year, in which fuch warning 
fhould avail! 
As to “ an enlightened age,"* we admit that feience is more 
encrally diffufed than in former centuries; and, in fome of its 
ranches, more accurately known. But is it not, for the mof 
part, fuperficial; filling its poffeflors with mach prefumption, 
and litthe modefty ? 3 

At p. 13, 14, the Clergy, as a colleCtive body of men, arc 
ftrongly, and we believe, moft juftly commended. Yet we think 
their modeft feelings might have been fpared, by the ufe of terms 
lefs panegyrical, within their aCtaal hearing. , 

To the following paflage we are far indeed from objecting : 
*¢ We have often to lament that fome of our parifhioners do not 
attend the public worfhip of God as they ought; and that others 
do not derive thofe good effeéts from our inftruétions which 
might naturally be expected. But, ut ap the temples of God ; 
a the ignorance and wickednefs of the world would foon 
evince, that from our religious inftructions very great aod bene- 
ficial effects are [had been] produced; in checking vice,-in alle- 
viating the miferics of mankind, and in promoting civilization, 
humanity, good order, and a reverence for the Deity.’’ P. 18. 


Ant. 26. The Duty of the Clergy to enforce the frequent receiving 
of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper: a Sermon preached at 
‘the Vifitation holden in the Parifb Church of Hely Rood, South. 
ampton, on Monday, September 8, 1806. By the Rev. Samuel 


Clapham 9 
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Clapham, M.A. Vicar of Chrift Church, Hants; of Great 
Oxjeborue Yorkfoire ¢ and Chaplain to the Earl Camden. 8vo. 
26pp. 18. Vernor and Hood, &c. 1806. | 


This difcourfe is founded on the words of*our Saviour re- 
corded by St. John, Chap. vi. p. 53 and 54; and the facra- 
ment there apparently alluded to is confidered by Mr, C, as he 
fays ‘* it is evidently apprehended by the compilers of our 
evangelical Liturgy, as a feaft upon a facrifice ; a feaft upon 
the fymbols of that body and blood of Chrilt, which was made 
the one great facrifice for the fins of mankind :’’ and we quite 
agree with the worthy author, that as “ the Sacrament of Bap- 
tifm is a means of grace, and a pledge of affurance that our orj- 
ginal fin is wafhed away ; fo the Sacrament ef the Lord’s Supper 
is the channel through which the remiffion of our a¢tual tranf. 
greffions is conveyed.’’ P. 4. Itis what may be called a fup- 
plementary Sacrament, to remove the effects of thofe aétual fins, 
that are from time to time committed, after our firit purification 
in Baptifm. : 

The difcourfe, being founded on thefe principles, and being 
ably handled, is évidently of a very ufeful kind: and though 
we do not agree with the author in his opinion of the ufclefsnefs 
of addrefling more abitratted fpeculations to an aflembly of the 
Clergy, (P. 2.) we much sperove of the fubjctt he has here 
taken, and his manner of difcuffing it. ‘The neglect of the Sa. 
crament is in many parithes highly blameable, and therefore a re. 


monftrance of this kind is highly judicious, 


Ant. 27. Salvation by Chrift alone. A Sermm preached at 
Orange-Street Chapel; Port/ea, July 13, 1806. By James 
Churchill, Ongar, Efex. 2400. 34pp-. 6d,/ Flower, Har- 
low, &c, 1806. fo 


We believe that this preacher, or any other, would find it 
diffculr to name a minifter (in or out of the eftablithed Church) 
who delivers: fuch doétrines us thefe: * Lord, I havedone ali 
that was required of me; and am now come to put in my claim 
for heaven. I expect it as the reward of my own obedience.’ 
P. 13.-=*€ Obedience to the law, the meritorious caafe of falva- 
tion’? P. 30, Sedctaries, in thefe days, require to be ftrongly 
admonifhed, that it is a moft high offence againft Chriftian cha. 
rity to impute to other men docirines which they do not teach 
nor hold, Indeed, at p. 21, 22, this preacher maintains a doc- 
trine eonderning fixal and infallible affurance of jalwation, (for 
fuch is the fubftance of thofe pages) which we are forry to hear 
from any ‘humble chriftian, a3 we truaft he is, though in this par- 
ticular he may have forgotten himfelf, 


Arr. 
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Arr. 28. A Scriptural Guide to the Knowledge of the Go/pel » 


in the Form of a Catechijm, By a Clergyman. 24mo 129 PP. 
2d. Hatchard. 1808. 


In the title-page the defign of this work ‘is properly fet forth: 
* ‘This little work is defigned principally for the inftrudtion of 
young perfons in the leading truths of the Gofpel; and the 
author hopes it may prove ufeful to others Who ftand in need of 
information on a fubject fo infinitely important ; or who defire 
at leaft to underftand thofe parts of true religion, which ate 
thought more immediately neceffary to falvation. In the com. 
pofition, care is taken to preclude every reafonable ground: of 
objection to the doctrines here taught, by giving the anfwers to 
the feveral queftions, for the moft part, in the exprefs words of 
the infpired writings.’’ 

We cordially with fuccefs to every charitable and judiciots 
effort towards facilitating to the poor a real knowledge of the 
Scriptures. The prefent effort is of this kind: yet we would 
offer one fuggeftion to the author, of which he may avail hinwelf 
in another edition:—that in fome cafes, an important dottrine 
cannot be fully proved, much lefs clearly explained, by the pro- 
duction of a fingle text of Scripture, feparated not only from the 
immediate context, but from the whole chain of argument. This 
remark is particularly applicable to fome quotations here made 
from the Epiftle to the Romans. We mutt add, that this Guide 


by no means fuperfedes the ufe of our moft excellent Chureh 
Catechijm. 


Art. 29. A Sermon preached at St. Fobn’s Church, Blackburn, 
Lancafbire, on Weduefday, February 25, 1807, being the Day 
appointed by bis Majefty for a public Faft. By the Rev. Thomas 
Stevenfon, M.A. Incumbent Curate of the faid Church. 8v0. 


34 pp. 1s. 6d. Banifter and Parker, Blackburn; Rivingtons 
and Hatchard, London, 1807. 


The author might have fpared his apology, for adding to the 
great number of faft fermons already publifhed, one as refpectable 
as this; which we regret that we did not more early fee and 
notice, The Corfican ufurper is thus juftly fpoken of; and his 
charaéter cannot be too ftrongly impreffed on the minds of 
Englifhmen; ** Universat Dominion feems to be the object 
neareft to his heart: to attain his darling objeét ; and as a con- 
fiderable means thereto, to humble and fubjugate this country, 
and to gain poficfion of its proud and vidtorious navy ;—all the 
powers and faculties of his mind and body are indefatigably 
exercifed, all the refources of his vaft empire are called out and 
vigoroufly employed, all the talents and activity and experience 
ef his minifters and gencrals are unceafingly occupied, In fhort, 
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+ 
this § Child and Champion of Jacobinifin’ appears determined to 
{pare no pains, to decline no danger, to be deterred by no diffi. 
culties, to fhun no facrifice either of treafure or of blood, in 
order to reach, if poflible, the higheit ftep of the ladder of 
ambition, and to become UniversaL Emperor.’ P. 7. 

The points infifted upen in this difcourfe (on Ifaiah lix. 152.) 
are thefe two: ** if. Gop's Government or THE WoRLD; 
gndly. THe Cause which induces him to hide his face, at any 
time, from his people, to refufe. to hear their prayers, and to 
fuffer them to be minifhed and brought Iow, through plague 
or trouble, and their enemies to opprefs and have them in fub. 
jection.” P. g. By found arguments each of thefe points fs 
ettablified ; and from the ufetul admonitions here fuggefted, to 
our. countrymen of all ranks, we felect the following: ‘* Of the 
Justice and Necessity of the prefent war, there is no need 
for me to fay a word; for fo univerfally are thefe felt and ad- 
mitted throughout the kingdom, that Tearcely an individual is to 
be found who is difpofed to call them in queflion, — Ass little 
occafion is there for me to endeavour to convince you that EVERY 
memBeER of this free community is moft deeply interefted in the 
ifve of the conteft, It is not the caufe of one man only, or of 
one order of men, It is the caufe of us all. It is the caufe.of 
the poor as well as the rich, of the mechanic as well as the noble, 
of the humble day-labourer as well as the king on the throne. 
In thort, it is one common intereft. The fecurity of our perfgns 
and our property, of ¢ our brethren, our fons and our davyhters, 
our wives and our houfes,’ our civil and religious liberties; every 
thing dear and valuable to us, as Englithmen and as Chriftians, 
sat take, Were our enemy to fucceed in his attempt to conquer 
and enflave this country, which hitherto hath been the chief 
obftacle to the execution of his ambitious plans ; inexpreflibly 
cruel would be the fate that would await us. On ws would be 
tumbled [an anlucky word] the full ride of his vengeance ; on ws 
would be poured the whole cup of his fury, his rage and indigna- 
tion, In the language of the adverfaries of Judwa, defcribed by 
the Pfalmift, he would arrogantly exclaim to his fervile millions, 
* Come, and let-us root them out, that they be no more a people; 
and that the name of Britain may be no more in remembrance.” 
Well might every true fon take up the lamentation of the Prophet 
Jeremiah, when he fo feelingly bewailed the calamities that had 
befallen Jerufalem: * How doth the city fit folitary, that was 
full of people! how is fhe become asa widow! She that was 
great among the nations, and princefs among the provinces, how 
is the become tributary !’*’. P. 24. 
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Art. 30. Ox Singularity and Excefs, in Philelogical Speculation y 
@ Sermon preached before the University of Oxford, at St. M ory't, 
on Sunday April 19, 1807. By Richard Laurence, LLD, 
Refor of Merfoam, K: nt. 8 Yo. {i pp. es. Parker, Ox. 
ford; Rivingvons, London, 1807. 


This is fuch a difcourfe as is highly proper for.a learned con. 
gregation, and could not indeed have been addrefed to vy other, 

he author begins by developing the motives which genera! ly lead 
to fubtle and refined fpeculations, and then andertakes to notice 
a few of thofe which are particularly of a philological ou-ore, 
Nor can it be denied that in this, and in other ways, (he re. 
finements even of thofe who meant well, but were ambiilous to 
ftrike out fomething new and fingular, have often been of evil 
tendency. ; 

The fir error noticed®y Dr. L. is that of thofe interpreters, 
who have endeavoured too minutely to deduce the ucrions of 
Heathen mythology from the fource of divine truth. As when 
the learned, but frequently too fubtle Bochart, from che fimi. 
larity in the letters, derives the God Si/enug, and the ‘ables re. 
lating to him, from the Hebrew name Sutton. Dr. L. allows, 
indeed, that there are real coincidences in fome parts of the 
Pagan mythology, which could not well have refvited irom 
chance, but protelts againft the too extenfive purfuit of fuch 
facts, left ‘* by attempting to prove too much, we expofe out 
delves to the harfh cenfure of proving nothing.’’ 

His next inftances are taken from the cabbaliftical fyftem of 
interpretation, and that which very ftrongly refembles it the 
Hutchinfonian method and the fpecimens which he gives of each 
are well fele¢ted. But in much ftronger terms, as juitice indeed 
demands, does he reprobate the Socinian mode of interpretation; 
‘€ which, in order to expel Scriptural dottrines from Scriptural 
phrafeology, conftantly affixes to it a fuppofed idiomatical of 
metaphorical meaning.’’ In this, as he juitly obferves, the Sott- 
nians are the exa€imitators of the ancient Sadducees ; but very 
far from deferving the name of rational expofizors. He inftances 9 
their abfurd mode of explaining away the fimply fublime ¢4- 
preflion of ** Before Abraham was, I am ;’’ and the denomina- 
tions ** Son of God,’’ and ‘ Son of. Man,’’ as applied. tour 
Saviour; the real import of which he ably explains and vindl- 
cates. He notices alfo the thitts to which they are driven to 
getrid of the doctrine of atonement. The lait inftance given # 
from the attempts of verbal critics to introduce fanciful emenda- 
tions into the Sacred Text. All thefe examples are fupporied, 
in the notes, by learned, and fometimes extenfive quotations. 

From this abftract of Dr. Laurence’s difcourfe, the intel- 
digent reader will fee at ‘once, that it well deferves the attentive 
perafal of all learned and critical divines, 
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MISCELLANIES, 


Aut. 31. Gerufalemme Liberata, di TorquateTaf?. Con Note 
Offa . /piegaxione de’ luoghi pik ofeuri, dilucidaztoni gramme. 
ticali, et Imitaxioni dai Claffici Antichi. Il tutte riveduto da 
Romualdo Zatti, al Ufe degli fludiofi della Lingua Italiana, 
tzmo. 2vols, iss. Dulau, &c, 1806, 


Mr. Zotti is a very intelligent and fkilful teacher of the Ita. 
lian language, whofe grammar, founded upon that of Veneroni, 
we have noticed in different editions *. There is perhaps nothing 
more ufeful, which fuch a teacher can do, for the fervice of his 
pupils, than putting into their hands editions of the beft Italian 
claflics, fo illuftrated, as to remove the difficulties, and explain 
the beauties of their ftyle and language. The notes are in 
ae fhert, but they are numerous, efpecially on the firft book, 

¢ fhall infert one or twofpecimens, On Canto I, St. 6, Mr. 
Zotti fays, ' 

“ Di qui comincial’ azione, Le imprefe precedenti fi narrano 
qua e 12, quando al poeta cade meglio in acconcie. Nicea prima. 
mente fu prefa a Solimano per affalto, con aiuto dell’ imperador 
gteco, e Antiochi pofcia, dopo un affedio di otto mefi, Corba- 
gat, were de’ Perfi, fopravvenne poi con infinito efercito, ma 
all a ine rimafe fconfitto con la perdita di ben centomila vomini."* 

Canto II, St, 14. ’ 

* Quindi comincia il primo epifodio del quale, comecche 
bellifimo, @ ftato detto si gran male, e si gran bene, primicra. 


. Mente da’ nemici e dagli amici del 'Taffo, e poi da tutti quei fra 


gli ftranieri che hanno feritto delle materie poetiche, 1 quali 
non hanne in fine che ripetuto le cofe ftefle, Credefi troppo 
toto introdotto, e poco conneffo, e che pizzichi affai di 
litrico, Di quefto dubitd I’ autore ifteflo, come apparifce da 
una fua lettera ; ma gli altri due capi d’ accufa ebbe fempre in non 
cale, L’ epifodio di Crifeide in Omére viene introdotto al primo 
fanto, e ad altro feopo non tende che a dimoftrare 1 caratteri d’ 
Agamemnone, e d’ Achille, ne pid fe ne intende la, Cosi 
nel Taffo 1’ epifodio di Sofronia moftra in tutto 11 fuo lume Ja 
crudelta di Aladino, e I’ infelicita de’ Criftiani che erano a lui 
foggetti; e inafprendo lo fdegno delle armato, guiftifica maggi- 
ormente lo fcepo delle crociate, Giova pur anche ad introdurre 
Clorinda, eroina al poema importantiffima, e fa in oltre un bel 
Contrafto per imaginie per fentimenti per effere appunto inferigo 
dopo il catalogo delle truppe.’’ 





i EET 


* See Br, Cr, xv. p. 209, and xxix. Pr 340, ' 
: Aas Many 
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Many of the notes are merely explanatory of words, ag 
Canto J. 12. ‘* Fia, voce poetica, ufata talvolta da’ profatori : 
dicifi anche fe, et ambedue fignificano /era.’’ 

A very ufeful addition to the work would be an index of the 
words thus explained, which would be advantageous iu reading 


other Italian poets, Even as it is, however, the edition is 
very defirable. 


Art. 32. Opere fcelte dell’ Abate Metaflafic. Riwvedute da Le. 


nardo Nardini, al Ufa degli fiudiofi della Lingua Italiano. atom, 
r8mo. 10s. Dulau. 1806. 


This edition is without notes, but we conceive that it ma 
be recommended as containing a very correct Text, Thedramas 
admitted into it are: r, Artaferfe. 2. Adriano. g. Demetrio, 
4 Olimpiade. 5. La Clemenza di Tito. 6. Demofoonte, 
7. Ciro. 8. Temiftocle. 9. Zenobia. 10, Attilio Regolo, 
11. L’ Ifola difabitata, 12. Le Cinefi. 13. Gioas Re di Ginda, 
14. Giufeppe riconofciuto. 15. Ifaaco. ‘Thefe are followed 
by the Cantate, and other fmall poems. The feleétion is judi. 
cious, and the book elegantly printed. 


Ant. 33. Portable Mathematical Tables, containing Logarithm 
of Numbers; proportional Parts ; artificial Sines and Tangents; 
natural Sines and Tangents to every Degree, and Minute of the 
Quadrant; and a Table of /quare and cube Roots to No, 180, 
By Thomas Whiting, Matier of Keppel Houfe Seminary, 
azmo. 4s. Longman. 1806. 


We have never feen any book of this nature fo portable and 
convenient in its form as the prefent, the origin of which is thus 
related by the author: ‘ As much a9 twenty years ago, I heard 
a military gentleman lament, that there was no fuch os as a 
neat, portable fet of mathematical tables ; and that he, to fupply 
the defeét, had purchafed an old copy of Sir Jonas Moore's 
Mathematics, taken the book to pieces, and bound the tables 
by themfelves, for the conveniency of the pocket: I have alfo, 
fince that time, known feveral of my acquaintance do the fame, 
which led me to a determination to correét the tables above 
mentioned, and to publifh them.’’ We have no doubt that 
many perfons will be glad to avail themfelves of this publication. 


Ant. 34. The Cafe of Lieutenant Hooper of his Majefty’s 734. 
Regiment; containing a Copy of the Proeeedings of the Court 
Martial by which be was tried; and a Narrative of Hardpips 
and Indignities /ubfequently infiGed on Him: with Docamentt, 
explanatory Notes, and [liuftrations of the Whole.—Re/peAfully 

areffid ta the Officers of the Army and to the Pablic, in Vindica- 
i 


iis 
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tion of Lieutenant Heoper’s Chara@er; and to manifef? that the 
Offence alledged was merely Private, the Profecution as foreigx 
aud unneceffary to the Interefts of the Service, as the Motives and 
Condu& of the Profecutor were Selfjb and Difboncurable; and 
that erroneous Impreffions only could, in Juch a Cafe, have induced 
Jo fevere a Sentence, 8vo. 68 pp. 28.6d, Traice. 1807. 


We have given the title-page of this publication (prolix as it is) 
at full length, becaufe the contents are not of a nature to be de- 
tailed here. ‘The fentence of a competent and (as we muft pre. 
fame) impartial tribunal, is not a fit fubject for our examination ; 
nor do its proceedings furnifh matter for literary criticifin, Upon 
the whole ftatement of this cafe, it fufficiently appears that this 
officer had conducted himfelf in a very rafh and intemperate 
manner; though, confidering his youth, the flight which appears 
to have keen fhown him, and the difputable feniority of the other 
party, we fhould have thought that a fevere reprimand (or perhaps 
atemporary fufpenfion, if within the power of the court) might 
have anfwered the ordinary purpofes of juftices Whether or not 
the maintenance of military difcipline requires a feverer fentence, 
we do net take upon ourfelves to pronounce; but we cannot dif. 
femble our opinion that there feem to be fome features of prejudice (if 
nothing worfe) in the conduct of the profecutors ; (we allude particu- 
larly: to the letter from the late lieutenant-colonel to the adjutant, 
prefuming it to be genuine) and we fincerely hepe that this gentle- 
man may have an opportunity afforded him of returning to his 
profeflion, and of effacing the late ftain by a more temperate 
conduct, and by a zealous difcharge ef his military duties, 


Arr. 35. The Speech of Randle Fackfon, E/y. addreffed to the 
Honorable the Committee. of the Houje of Commons appointed te 
confider of the State of the Woollen Manufacture of England, om 
behalf of the Cloth-workers aud Sheermen of the Counties of 
Yorkfbire, Lancafbire, Wiltpoire, Somerfetfoire, and Gloncefter. 
foire. Publifbed by them from the frort-hand Copy of Mr. 
Gurney. 8v0o. 79 pp. 18, 6d. Stockdale. 1806.) 


_We know: not by what accident it has happened that this 
fpeech, on an important fubject, though publithed confiderably 
more than a year ago, has hitherto efcaped our notice. No copy 
of the petition to which it relates is prefixed to it, nor intimation 
of the event: but, as a parliamentary decifion on the cafe mutt 
long fince have taken place, it would be needlefs for us to go 
through the arguments of the Jearned counfel for the petitioness, 
whofe caufe Re certainly maintains with ability and judgment. 
The points in queftion he ftates to be, the Gig-mill, the 
Sheering.frame, the Séarchers and Scalers, and the Apprentice. 
hoom.’’ On the’two firft articles, he admits (as every reafona ie 
Man muft admit) the ftupendous advantages which our coun ry 
A a3 ie has 
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has derived from machinery ;’’ but he argues ftrongly againft jt 
unlimited ufe; fince ** machinery,’’ fe obferves, © by its 
fuperfeffion of human labour has a moft depopulating effect.” He, 
therefore, lays down certain rules for judging whether machine 
fhould be encouraged or not; namely, that it fhould not be 
encouraged ** unlefs it be neceflary ‘to enable you to meet com. 
petitors at a foreign market,’’ nor if the prices are already 
fufficiently low, and if the articles made by machinery are not 
of a better quality than thofe wrought by hand. Thefe difin@ions 
he applies to the cafe before the committee ; but, if we miftake 
not, the petition went not only to deprecate an encouragement, 
but to require a probidition of the maehinery in queftion: and if 
this was the cafe (concerning which it is extraordinary that we 
have no intimation one way or the other) we fhould, upon general 
principles, find it very difficult to agree with the learned advocates 
‘The queftion refpeéting Searchers and Scalers (for the eontinyance 
of whom Mr, J. argues at fome length) is fo much a matter of 
internal regulation, that we deem the difcuflion entirely out of 
our province. The fubject of apprenticefhips opens a very wide 
ficld of argument; but the learned counfel (applying it to the 
manufactory in queftion) propofes a modification of the fyftem, 
allowing children to be employed in fuch work as they can perform, 
until the proper age for binding them, and, after they are bound, 
employing them upon progreflive wagese He confents that the 
duration of the apprenticefhip thould be fhortened from feven to 
five years if it fhall be expedient; but he infifts that the fyftem 
of apprenticeihips fhould not be wholly laid afide. 

As the decifion of Parliament upon this fubjeét has, we believe, 
long fince taken place, we have deemed this faint outline of an able 
difcuflion fufficient ; as thofe who may be interefted will doubtlelé 
reies to the fpcech itielf. 


Art. 36. Offciol Letters written by Lieutenant-Colonel Henry 
Haldane, Captain of Royal Invalid Engineers, to the Maftert 
General of His Majefty’s Ordnance, fiuce the Year 1802. 8V% 
132pp. 2s. Harding. 1807. 


A confiderable portion of this pamphlet confifts of the Letters 
from the author to the Earl of Chatham, which were bricfly 
noticed by us foon after their appearance *, The chief addition 
confifts of Letters on the fame fubje& to the Earl of Moira, during 
the time when his lordwhip prefided at the Board of Ordnance. 
They relate to a regulation refpecting the brevet rank of officers 
in the corps of engineers, when on the invalid eftablifhment. I 
fuch officers are invalided after having obtained regimental rank © 
field officers, they are included in iubfeguent brevets. But i 
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* See Brit. Crit, vol. xxiv. p. 96. 
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has not been thought fit to extend this advantage te * captains of 
artillery, or engineers poffefling brevet ermy rank.’’—Of this 
regulation the author (being of the latter defcription) vehemently 
complains,* and gives inftances of ja different ptaftice,—This js 
fo entirely a military queftion that we can only fay, that the 
author’s military fuperiors (and, as it fliould feem) the king 
himfelf, are of a different opmiony; and in their opinion, after 
a fuil reprefentation of his cafe, we conceive it is his duty to 
acquiefce. 


Art. 37. Mr. Blore’s Statement of a Corre/pondence with Richard 
Phillips, E/g. Sheriff, Sc. Ge. Ge. re/pePing the Antiquary's 
Magazine. Second Edition. 8v0o. 3rpp. 1s. Stamford, 
printed; Crofby, &c. London, 1808. 


The biography of eminent men is always a liberal, and at pre- 
fent a very popular ftudy. Among the materials for the life of 
Mr. Sheriff Phillips, perhaps this little tract will be laid: by. Te 
reveals fome fecrets of trade, and fome features of character ; and! 
though neither of the parties concerned, can,'wé think, be entirely 
acquitted from the charge of petulance, yet the great man, who 
fneers at whole focieties at once, has certainly made the moft pro. 
ficiency in the fablime art of defpifing others. 


Art. 38. Objferwations om Seduion, and the Evil Canfequences 
attending it: extra&ed from Matthew Henrys Expofition of the 
Old and New. Teftament, by Mary Smith, a Peuitent, late of 
the Magdalen Hofpital, and publifbed for her Benefit, to which 
is added a Poem, by Mr. Pratt, on the fame Subje@®, 12m0. 
68 pp. is. 6d. Hatchard. 1808. 


This little book was fent to us with a requeft, that if we 
approved we would recommend it. We certainly approve of any 
eflort made, by a fincere penitent, to obtain fubfiftence by honest 
means ; and as the prefatory addrefs declares it to be the abje& of 
the prefent publication to enable the compiler to fercle in fome 
bufinefs which may refcue her from want, we heartily with that 
our recommendation may be effectual to promote its fale, 

It is divided into four chapters, the two firtt of which are 
extracted from the commentary of Dr. Henry on the Proverbs, 
and two from that on the New Teitament; ali having seference 
to the cafes of incontinence and feduction, and tending ttrongly 
to warn the reader againft then. Henry’s ftyleot expofition; 
though not exa¢tly what we approve, is perhaps bester calculated 
to ftrike the uneducated, than what we fhould.citeeun more pradent 
and judicious. “Mr. Pratt’s poem of the Peniteut, which con. 
Cludes this compilation, has in it many fife lines, and feveral 
ftriking paffages. It may doubrlefs very ftrongly promote the 
‘ame good purpefes of warning and advice. 
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MONTHLY LIST OF PUBLICATIONS, 


DIVINITY. 


A Letter to the Governors, Legiflatures, ‘and Proprietors of 
Plantations in the Britith Weft-India Iflands. By the Right 
Rev. Beilby Porteus, D.D. Bifhop of London. as. 


An liluftration of General Evidence, eftablifhing the Reality 
of Chriit’s Refurre¢tion. By George Cook, A.M. Minifter of 
Laurencekirk. 7s. 


é 


The Buchanan Prize Diflertation—On the Propagation of 
Chrithanity mm Afia, in two Parts. To which is prefixed, ‘a 
briet hiftoric View of the Progrefs.of the Gofpel in different 
Nations, fince its firft Promalgation, By the Rev. Hugh Pear. 
fony M. A. of St. John’s College, Oxford. 4to. 1955. 


Studies, facred and philofophic, adapted to the Temple of 
Truth. 8vo. gs. | 


Sermons on various Subjects. By the Rev. W. Aguttes, 
A.M... 8vo. gs. 


An Examination of Mr. Marth’s Hypothefis, refpecting the 
Origin of our Three Firft Canonical Gofpels, including an At- 
tempt to cxplain the Phenomena obfervable in thefe Gofpels by a 
new Hypothefis. By Daniel Veyfie, B. D. Rector of Plymtree, 
De vonthire,. and late. Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford. 45. ° 


A gencral and conneéted View of the Prophecies relative to 
the Converfion, Reftoration, Union, and future Glory of the 
Houfe of Judah and Ifrael, the progtefs and final Overthrow of 
the Anti-Chriftian Confederacy in the Land of Paleftine, and 
the ultimate general Diffufion of Chriftianiry. By the Rev. 
George Stanley Faber, B.D. Vicar of Stockten.upon-Tees, 
2 Vols. 8vo. 16s. 


A Sermon preached at the Spring-Garden Chapel, Feb. 175 
heing the Day appointed for a General Faft; publifhed at the 
Requeft of many of the Congregation. By Edmund Cartwright, 
1.L. D. Rettor of Goadby Marwood, Leiceftetthire, and Prebens 


dary of Lincolm 1s. 6d. 


The African Stranger, a Sermon preached Jan. 17, 1808, at 
Tondon Wall, for the Benefit of the African and Affatic Societys 
By Robert Young, D,D. 145. 


An 
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An ‘Apology for the late Chriitian Miffions in India; com. 
prizing an Addrefs to the Chairman of the Eaft.India Company, 
in Anfwer to Mr. Twioing: and Serictures on Major Scort 
Waring’s Pamphlet: with an Appendix, containing Authorities 
from the Reports of the Society for promoting Chriftian Know. 
ledge. By Andrew Fuller, Secretary to the Baptift Miflionary 
Society. 28. 6d. 


A Sermon preached in the Parith Churches of Stanwell and 
Bedfont, Middlefex, on Wednefday, Feb. 17, the Day appointed 
for a General Fait. By W. A. Phelp, A.M. Vicar of Stan. 


well, 2s, 


A Sermon preached in the Church of the United Parithes of 
St. Mary Woolnoth, and St. Mary Woolchurch Haw, Lombard 
Street, on Wednefday, Feb. 17. By the Rev. ‘Thomas Ether. 
ington, M. A. Leéterer of St, Michael’s, Cornhill. 1s, 


A Vindication of the Moral Government of Nations, from 
the Objections peculiar to it; a Sermon preached Feb, 17, 1808, 
By the Rey. J. F, Jackfon, of Queen’s College, Oxford, Afiift. 
ant Minifter of Curzon Chapel, May Fair. 1s. 


Jofeph’s Confideration, a Sermon preached in Clare-Hall Cha. 
pel, on Monday, Feb. 29, 1808, being the Day of adminittering 
the Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at the Divifion of the 
ay By the Rev. James Plumptre, M. A, Fellow of Clare. 

all. 1s, 


Stri€tures on the Origin of Moral Evil: in which the Hypo. 
thefis' of the Rey. Dr. Williams is invefligated. By William 
Parry. 2s. 6d. 


The Right and Duty of a faithful and fearlefs Examination 
of the Scriptures, afferted in a Sermon preached at the Calvi. 
nift Baptift Chapel, ‘George Street, Hull; oOccafioned by the 
Author’s embracing the Unitarian Doétrine, By James Lyons, 
38. 6d, 


HISTORY, 


Anecdotes of the Manners and Cuftoms.of London during the 
Fightcenth Century, including the Charities, Depravities, Drefley 
and Amufements of the Citizens of London during that Period : 
with a Review of the State of Society in 1807. By James 
Peller Malcolm, F.S.A. 4to. 2i. 25. 


MEDICAL. 


A Pra@ical Treatife on the Radix Rhatanix, or Ratany Root, 


a Produétion of Peru; containing an Account of its Powers as 
) ;' a tonic 
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a tonic or ftomachic Medicine, the various Forms in which i¢ 
may be employed, and the Teftimonies of the moft refpeftable 
Phyficians and Surgeons in its Favour, in Difeates arifing from 
general Debility, Weaknefs of particular Organs, or a morbid 
Irritability of the Nervous Syftem, viz. Indigettion, Flatulence, 
Dropfy, Nervous Head-ach, Epilepfy, Fluor Albus, Gleer, 
Diabetes, Palfy, &c. To which are added, Direétions for the 
Ufe of the Phofphate and Oxyphofphate of Iron in Cancerous 
Affections. By Richard Reeee, M.D. 2s. 


A Treatife on Inflammation, and other Difeafes of the Liver, 
commonly called Bilious. By W. White, Surgeon to the Bath 
City Difpenfary. 5s. 


An Effay on the Influence of Marriage on Health, with a 
Difquifition on the Effects of an Indulgence in Phyfical Love, 


on the Temperaments, and on the Conftitution of Man, &c. 
35. 6d. 


Anthropologia: or Differtations on the Form and Colour of 
Man: with incidental Remarks. By T. Jarrold, M.D. al. 1s, 


NATURAL HISTORY--ACRICULTURE,. 


The Natural Hiftory of Britifh Fifhes: including fcientifie 
and general Defcriptions of the moft interefting Species, and an 
extenfive Series of accurately coloured Plates. ‘Taken entirely 
from original Drawings, purpofely made from the Specimens in 
a recent State, and for the moft part whilft Living. By E. Dono. 
van, F.R.S. 5 Vols. 8vo. rol. ros. 


Elements of Geognofy, being Vol. IIE. and Part IT. of the 
Syftenfof Mincralogy. By Robert Jamefon, Regius Profeflor of 
Natural Hiftory, Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, &c. 
Svo. 12s, 


A Complete Treatife on the Cultivation and Preparation of 
Hemp. By Robert Wiffat, Efg. F.R. and A.S. Clerk to the 
Committee of Warehoufes ef the Eaft-India Company. 4to. 


Difcourfes, Rplanatory of the Object and Plan of the Cour 
of Leftures on Agriculture and Rural Geconomy. By Andrew 
Coventry, M.D. Profeffor of Agriculture in the Univerfity of 
Edinbargh. 


LAW, 


‘The Trial of Lieut. Colonel Draper, of the Third Regiment 
of Foot Guards, in the Court of King’s Bench, before the Right 
Hon. Lord Ellenborough, and a fpecial Jury, for a Libei againt 

the 
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the Right Hon. John Sullivan, Taken in Short-hand by 2 
Barrifter. 55. ' 


An authentic Account of the Proceedings under a Writ of 
Inquiry of Damages, in an A&ion int the Court of King’s Bench, 
in which the Right Hon. the Earl of Elgin was Plaintiff, and 
Robert Fergufon, Efq. Defendant, for Criminal Converfation 
with the Plaintiff’s Wife, executed. before the Sheriff of Middles 
fex, and a Special Jury, on the 2ad of December, 1807. Ver. 
di@ 10,0001. 8vo. gs. 


Reporte of Cafes argued and ruled at Nifi Prius.in the Courts 
of King’s Bench and, Common Pleas, from Michaelmas Term 
48 Geo. III. 1807, to Hilary Term 48 Geo, IIT. 1808. Vol. 1. 
Part I. By J, Campbell, of Lincoln’s Inn, Eq. 6s. . 


The Trial of General Whitelocke. 5s, 
Ditto. 2s. 6d. 
Ditto. By Ramfay and Blanchard. 18s. 


A Practical Treatife of Powers. By Edward Burtenfhaw 
Sugden, Efg. 19s. 


LANGUAGES.—-GRAMMAR, 


An Etymological Dictionary of the Scottifth Language, illuf. 
trating the Words in their different Significations, by Examples 
from ancient and modern Writers, fhewing their Affinity to chofe 
of other Languages, and efpecially the Northern; explaining 
many Terms, which, though now obfolete in England, were for. 
merly common to both Countries, and elucidating National Rites, 
Cuftoms, and Inftitutions, in their Analogy to thofe of other Na. 
tions; to which Is prefixed, a Differtation on the Origin of the’ 
Scottifh Language. ~By John Jamiefen, D.D. Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, and of the Society of the Anti. 
quaries of Scotland. 2 Vols. to. 4l. 45 


A Differtation on Metrical Paufes, and the due ConftruGion 
and proper Manner of reading Latin Heroic Verfe. By James 
Pickbourn, Author of the Differtation on the Englifh Verb, es, 


A Vocabulary, Englifh and Greek, arranged fyftemati¢ally to 
advance the Learner in {cientific, as well as verbal, Knowledge. 
By Nathaniel Howard. 3s. 


Emendationes in Quofdam Scriptores Grecos, e conjeCtura 
Joannis Seager, A.B, 5s. 


Potirics. 
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POLITICS. 


An Inquiry into the Caufes and Confequences of Continental 
Alienation, being a fecond Part to an Inquiry into the State of 
the Nation. §s. 


A Letter to a Country’Gentleman on the. Education of the 
Lower Orders, and of the beft Means of attaining all that is 
practicable or defirable of the important Object. By John Wey. 
land, Jun. Efg. 4s. 6d. 


A Summary View of the Rights and Claims of the Roman 
Catholics in Ireland, being a republication of the Eighth Article 
of the Edinburgh Review, for Oc. 1807. 15. 


eafy Execution. By the Rev. James Willis, Vicar of Sopley, 
and one of the Maguftrates of the County of Southampton. 3Se 


A Sketch of the State of Ireland, paft and prefent. 2s, 6d. 


Statements selative to the Meafures adopted during the pre. 
fent War, for the Augmentation of the Military Force of the 
Country, previous to the Introduction of the Syftemoof recruit. 
ing for Service during a Term of Years. 15, 


Second Part of the Secret of Victory, propofing Means to fave 
the Country, and to reftore the loft focial State to the Continent 
ol Europe. 2s. 6d. 


The Eighth, Ninth, and laft Letters on the Subject of the 
Catholics, to my brother Abraham, who lives in the Country. 
By Peter Plimley, Efq. 2s, 6d. 


Sketches of the Britith Empire: in three Letters addreffed to 
the Right Hon. Henry Grattan. By Clare O’Bonaghue. 13. 6d, 


The Speech of the Right Hon, Lord Ertkine, ‘in the Houfe of 
Lords, the 8th Inftant, on moving Refolutions againft the Lega. 
lity of the Orders int Council, 3s. 


Suggeftions for enrolling and training Five Hundred 'Thou- 
fand Men, for rendering the Militia conftantly complete, pro- 
viding an annual Augmentation of 20,e00 Men for the Line, 
aud railing the Supplies for the total Expenditare. With acom- 
parative View of the exifting Syftems of our Military Eftablifh- 
ment. By Samuel Bridge, on the Half-pay as Captain of the 
Sod Regiment, &c. 2s. 6d. 


The chief Caufe of the Misfortunes of Europe, from 1789 to 
3807, being a Tranflation of the Pamphlet, ‘ Sur la Caufe des 
Malheurs de 1’ Europe,’’ written by M. de L’I fle, a French Emi- 
grant. ‘franflated by George Skene, Efq. 2s. 6d, 


POETRY. 
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POETRY. 


‘The Fall of Cambria, By Jofeph Cottle. 2 Vols. 8vo, 148. 


Marmion: a Tale of Flodden Field. A Poem in Six Cantos, 
By Walter Scott, Efg. 4to. tl. 118. 6d, 


The Rural Enthufiaf, and other Poems. By Mrs. M. H, 
Hay. S8vo. tos. 6d. : 


The poetical Works of the late Chriftopher Anftey, Efy. 
including feveral Pieces never before publifhed, with fome Ac. 
count of his Life and Writings, By his Son, John Anttey, Ef, 


go. 3. 35. 
An Heroic Epiftleto Mr, Winfor, the Patentee of the Hydro. 


Carbonic Gas Lights, and Founder of the National Light and 
Heat Company. to. 23. 6d, 


Poems, by Matilda Betham. 4s. 


Original Poems, intended for the Ufe of young Perfons, By 
Mrs. Richardfon, Widow of the late Jofeph Richardfon, Ff. 
M.P. 3s. 


Poems upon feveral Subjeéts. By Mrs. Iliff. «5s. 


Edwy and Elgiva, and Sir Everard, two Tales. By the Rev, 
Robert Bland. 8vo. 73. 


Scoteith, Hiftorical, and Romantic Ballads, chiefly ancient; 
with explanatory Notes, and a Gloflary. By Joha Finlay. 
2 Vols. 1458. 


The Univerfe, emo ee Poem, intended to reftrain the 
Pride of Man, and to exalt the Wifdom and Goodnefs of the 
Creator. By Henry Baker, F,R.S. With Additions and ex. 
planatery Notes, by A. Crocker, 33. Od, 


DRAMA, 


Kais; or Love in. the Deferts: an Opera in four A@s, now 
performing at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. By J, Brandon, 
Rig. 2s. 6d, 


Begone Dull Care, a Comedy. By Frederick Reynolds, Efq. 


es. Od. 
The Blind Boy, a Melo-Drama, in two As, 13. 6d, 


The Heir at Law, the Surrender of Calais, and the Battle of 
Wexham, By George Colman, Jun, 2s. 6d, cach, 


Antiguity, 
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Arftiquity, a Farce in two Aéts, written upon the Dramatie 
Principles inculcated. by the Author of Theatrical Criticifmg-in 
the News. 25s. 


GOVELS, 
Characters at Brighton, 4 Vols. 11. 4s. 


‘The Exile of Erins By Mrs, Plunkett, late Mifs Gunning. 
3 Vols. rs. 6d, | 


The Mafter Paffion; or the Hiftory of Frederick Beaumont, 
4 Vols. 16s. | | 


Memoirs of Female Philofophers. By the Author of Caro. 
line of Litchfield, Tranflated from the German. 2 Vols. 165, 


The Unknown; or the Northern Gailery. By Frederick 
Lathom, Efq. 3 Vols. 18s. 


Bertrand; or the Memoirs of a Northumbrian Nobleman of 
the feventeenth Century. Written by Mimfelf. 3 Vols. 158. 


There is a Secret. By Mrs, Meeke. 4 Vols. 11. 4s. 


The Myfterious Gentleman Farmer, or the Difguifes of Love. 
By Mr. Corry. 3 Vols. 138. 6d, 


MISCELLANIES, 


Poggio Bracciolini Florentini Dialegus, an Seni fit Uxor 
ducenda; circa an. 1436 conferiptus, nunc primum typis mane 
datus, et publici juris factus. Edente Gulielmo Shepherd. 4s. 


The Lady's G&conomicat Affiftant; or the Art of cutting 
out, and making, the moft ufeful Articles of Wearing Apparel, 
without Wafte. By a Lady. 7s. 6d. 


The New Pantheon, or an Introduétion to the Mythology of 
the Ancients, By W. Jillard Hort, i8mo. 4s. 


A Letter to Mr. Thomas Hague; containing fome critical 
Remarks on his Letter to William Garrow, Efq. 15. 


Remarks on a fuppofed Error in the Elements of Euclid. By 
the Rev. William Lax, A.M. F.R.S. Lowndes, Profegor of 


Aftronomy and Geometry in she Univerfity of Cambridge. 


Byvo. 15, 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


To Mr. Jenkin Jones we have to apologize for the acci- 
dental omiflion of:our anfwer to him Maik month, After 
this, though we have to complain of grofs injuftice on his 
part, we fhall be careful not to be unjuft to him, He is ab- 
{urdly unjuft in aiming againft us the common-place accu-" 
fation, as to Reviewers, of favouring the dead rather than 
the living. It is true that we fhould not think of remon- 
frrating with a dead man, any more than of finging pfalms 
‘to a dead horfe; but from any want of candour towards the 
living, every number of our Review, and particularly our 
notices of his own books, will defend us. In the very arti- 
cle complained of, we hailed him as an old friend, and be. 
ftowed almoft unqualified praife, For the relt, we confefs 
that in the hafte which ufwally attends the laft fheet ‘of our 
monthly labours, errata do creep in; and therefore now 
defire our readers, in page 92 of this volume, to read for 
3s. 6d. 7s.—and in page 93, inflead of 


In cdcfe inftru€tive converfe I may find 
Engagements worthy of a feeling mind ; 


to read, 


In whee inftrudive converte I may. find 
Enjoyments worthy of a feeling mind, 


Obferving, howevér, that the difference is not fo great as te 

. itrike a reader not acquainted with the paffage before. We 
ha! much worfe luck ourfelyes, in an Erratum which he 
will fee fated below *. 





ERRATUM, 


* In our laft, page 195, line 14 from the bottom, for trazé, 
tead compliment, : 


LITERARY 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


The Life of Alexander Nowell, Dean of St. Paul's, by 
Mr. Churton, is ngarly ready for the prefs. It will make 
one large volume in o€tavo, and will be adorned with three 
portraits from originals, never before engraved, and feveral 
othe: plates. 


(aT he Editor defires, through the channel of our work, to 
enquire, in what repofitory, public or private, the following 
books may be found. 


1. Whitaker's tranflation of Jewell’s Vindication, dedi- 
cated to Nowell. 


2, Churchyard on the Earthquake, 1580: dedicated to 
the fame. 


8. Any early Edition of Nowell’s finalleft. Catechifm, 
entitled, ‘* Catechifmus parvus, pueris primum Latiné qut 
edifcatur proponendus in {cholis.”’ 


The Rev. Z/. Pearfen is about to publifh a differtation re- 
lative to our poffeflions in Afia, and the tranflation of the 
Scriptures into Oriental Languages. 


Preparing for “ublication, A Summary of the Hiflory of 
the Exglifh Churce, with an account of the feéte which have 
feparated fromm it, and anf{wers to the tenets of each; by the 
Rev. Johnfon Grant, M. A. being the work to which was 
adjudged the premium given by the Society of St. David's 
for promoting Chriftian Knowledge and Church Union. 


A novel by Afr. Cumberiand, to be entitled John de Lane 
¢ajler, is immediately to be eg to prefs. We underftand, 
that it has long been in hand, and is finifhed with particular 
care. 


We are informed, by the author, that the fecond Editior 
of Parkes’s Chemical Catechijm, is very much enlarged, and 
that mott of the objections which we made to the firlt are there 
removed, 





